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XXiii

, apart from religious preaching, act as an unofficial arm
of the military in the kidnapping and killing of Baloch
activists.

The killings have escalated multifold in recent years as
Pakistan strives to implement the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC), a 54-billion project to
connect the Baloch coast, especially the strategically
located Gwadar port, with China. The Baloch coast is
being vacated of the local people and has been given
to the total control of China. The Baloch see the CPEC
as a mega land-snatching project and a conspiracy to
convert the Baloch people into a minority on their own
homeland.

Pakistan is committing this highhandedness with the
Baloch people under the nose of the Western powers
that once placed the Baloch at Pakistan's mercy
because of their faulty demarcation of the region. The
silence of the champions of human rights values has
encouraged Pakistan to not only deprive the Baloch of
their basic political and economic rights, but also to kill
them with impunity whenever they ask for their rights.

It is the moral obligation of the Western powers to
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help the Baloch people in their struggle for an
independent Balochistan where they can live with a
sense of security and dignity. They have the power and
authority to do so.
The lines powerful people draw on blank papers have
led to the genocide of weaker people like the Baloch.
The powerful people need to learn to draw better lines.
Ones that can save lives. Ones that can lead to the

freedom and prosperity of the mankind.
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XXii

of Pakistan. Britain calmly endorsed the occupation
fearing that an independent Balochistan might join the
Soviet bloc.

One hundred and nine years before Pakistan's
occupation, the British authorities in India invaded
Balochistan and killed its leader, Mir Mehrab Khan, in
1839 to secure safe passage to Afghanistan. It led to a
local uprising under the leadership of Mehrab Khan's
son, Mir Naseer Khan. On May 14, 1954, the British
signed an agreement with Naseer Khan, acknowledging
the sovereignty of Balochistan.

The agreement was violated by the British several times
in the coming decades. In 1871, Sir Friederick
Goldsmith, another British official like Radcliffe,
divided Balochistan into two parts and gave away half
of it to Iran. The Baloch ruler was not even asked about
his opinion.

Today, the Baloch are a stateless, suppressed people.
Thanks to the irrational demarcations of the region
under the colonial rule, thousands of Baloch have been
executed under successive Iranian and Pakistani

regimes.

XXii
This day, 27 March, marks the 68th anniversary of
Pakistan's occupation of Balochistan. The Baloch
people remember this day as one of the darkest days in
their entire history. It began an era of political, cultural
and economic suppression of the Baloch under
Pakistani control.
Pakistan's military establishment, since Balochistan's
forced amalgamation with Pakistan, has always seen
the Baloch people with distrust because of their struggle
to restore the sovereignty of their homeland. To stifle
any indigenous voice, the military has ruled Balochistan
with an iron hand.
Thousands of political activists are languishing in secret
military detention centers while hundreds have been
killed and their bodies dumped.
The Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International
have declared Balochistan one of the worst victims of
human rights violations. Pakistan's own Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan has reported that the military
establishment is sponsoring religious extremist groups
to radicalize Baloch society in order to counter the

secular Baloch nationalist movement. These radical
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properties.

Such intentionally based actions and escalations
against Baloch in Quetta and its outskirts indicate
towards a change of policies under the ashes of
demographic temperament that is being utilized against
Baloch to economically, psychologically and biologically
cut it from amicable levels of survival. This demographic
policies is still continued, the Afghan refugees are still
there beside those who have been issued identity
cards, the level of keeping Baloch away and feeble is
rapidly intensifying which can further assist the
governmental institutions to bring more demographic
modifications. In fact all that transformation are
dangerously going against Baloch rights because the
result which the policy makers of Pakistan intended to
accomplish that is the reduced involvement and

marginal ratios of Baloch in a place like Quetta.
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In June 1947, Britain appointed Sir Cyril Radcliffe to
supervise the demarcation of the Indian Subcontinent.
He had five weeks to decide the borders of India and
Pakistan.

After his arrival in the undivided India, he pondered for
days at his darkly lit office over the possibilities of
dividing the Hindus and Muslims of the subcontinent.
He drew lines on blank papers. Discarded them. Drew
them again. On the final day of the deadline, he drew
other lines and presented them to the British
authorities. Those lines, drawn in extreme haste, now
make the borders of India and Pakistan.

Parts of Balochistan were handed over to Pakistan in the
demarcation process, despite the fact that Balochistan
was never part of the Indian sub-continent. The
remaining Baloch territory, known as the Khanate of
Kalat, a sovereign state, was occupied by Pakistan this

day, March 27, in 1948, eight months after the formation
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xviii

enormously increased the burden on the local
population. This is a drastic demographic change that
Quetta city has ever faced in the form of infrastructure,
destruction of social harmony, domination over the
business, crisis of water, escalation of infiltration in
institutions, alarming activities of crimes and many
more.

The Quetta city is now on the verge of destruction
due to such demographic modifications. If the crisis of
water and solid waste to be brought in accounts only, it
will clearly hints towards a transformation and massive
population which has resulted on willingness and
involvement of Pakistan mechanisms. The crisis of
water is surprisingly increasing as there is an acute
shortage of it in entire city. The underground level of
water has fallen to 1,500 feet and expected to decrease
further. On the other side the beauty of Quetta has
lessened in an extent of disapproval, if this is to be
judged in terms of pollution and solid waste
generationfrom houses into streets can obviously allow
to a conclusion that the overpopulation due to Afghan

refugee's burden has destroyed the city in a great

Xix
extent.

This is not a natural process of destruction or
transformation, it has been carried out deliberately to
cut or limit the Baloch population hold the key positions
in ay sphere of life. This is a demographic change which
has not only limited the Baloch population from
holding properties but always from business in a
greater glassy. Beside this, the historical New Kahan
area which is situated in outskirts ofQuetta, is a place
where Baloch Marri tribe is inhabited from the time
when Nawab Khair Bakhsh Marri has returned with has
visionary colleagues from Afghanistan. The inhabitants
of this area has been forced and threatened to leave by
Quetta Development Authority (QDA) under the
supervision of army to construct an army camp in an
intention of demolishingthe mud houses of the destitute
Marri residents of a wealthy land. Not only the
residents of New Kahan has been threatened and forced
to vacant the area, however QDA has seized the
properties of Baloch in many other populated areas of
Quetta which are reported to be constructed

governmental buildings or approachable man owned
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factors, provision of satisfactory and bigotry education,
giving free hands to the local and secrete agencies
squads, terrifying the youth by mass killing, abduction
and torturing and many others such psychological
factors which aimed just to intimidate the people to
make their appearance completely away, being a part
of anti-state activities.

Despite all those intrigues that the installation utilized,
the vision from the minds of people couldn't get
lessened and the occupier's mindsets gone through a
project of demographic changes. Quetta city is a home
to people from diverse ethnic and religious
communities, was once known as the little Paris due to
its natural beauty and pleasant atmosphere. Previously
Quetta was known as the basket of fruits and flowers,
as its glamour of cleanliness was all in one. It was
established by the British in 1880s for an estimated
population of one hundred thousand people as for as its
infrastructure was concerned.

Pakistan has always practiced the transformation
policies of keeping Baloch away from any aspect of

involvement practically. As seeing Quetta a capital city
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of the largest province (state) has given free hands to
Pashtuns to be dominated over Baloch in the form of
buying their properties which they heartedly did, on the
eve of which the Pashtuns have been given legal
authorities in smuggling of drugs from Afghanistan to
elsewhere. Beforehand, somehow two decades the trade
and business based activities from Afghanistan was
centered in Nushki (Gaaznali) border but being a
majority Baloch district connecting Afghanistan,
Pakistan has tactfully shifted the business to an area of
Pashtuns known as Chaman, just to pave a way that the
Pashtuns become enable economically and assist in
facilitation of state run policies. However, Which has
been fulfilled as accordingly to the wishes of occupiers
and ahead of it, in aftermath of Soviet invasion in
Afghanistan in 1989, millions of refugees came to
Balochistan and settled in and outskirts of Quetta. The
flow of refugees continued gradually which at last
resulted into a population of three million or more than
it and their fake identity cards due to willingness and
political gravities from some Pashtuns parties and state

run machineries initiated issuance which had
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Quetta, on the verge of

a drastic demographic change

The provincial capital of Balochistan from the pages
of history was primarily known as Shaal. Shaal is a
Balochi word which means Chaddar. The archives of
Quetta goes back and connect the periods when both
the Baloch and Pashtoo live together to fight against
Moghuls and Persians. No doubt, at the time of
18thcentury, Quetta was a part of Afghanistan. Ahmed
Shah Abdali, the king of Afghanistan (Kabul) was a
complaisant partner of Khan of Kalat, Noori
NaseerKhan. Both the heads of states were effectively
influential characters in terms of fighting and strategic
warfare. Being the strategic partnership they collectively
attacked on the emperors of Hindustan and Persian, in a
willingness of Ahmed Shah Abdali and their
triumphant accomplishment over the emperors
respectively brought an intensive intimacy between
both the nations. As the historical conquests were

achieved by a productive assistance of Khan of Kalathas
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won the heart of Kabul of King and he gifted the Quetta
as a Shaal to mother of Noori Naseer Khan, Bibi
Mariyam. This was a prominent move taken to
strengthen the brotherhood between the two
neighboring states and since that Quetta is a part of
Balochistan.

Quetta primarily known as the city for thousands of
people, as for as the chronicles records are concerned,
this is roughly overpopulated now. According to
Wikipedia, Baloch population in Balochistancomprises
50% and remaining statistics made up the50% of
Pashtoons, Hazara, Sindhi and Panjabi.Balochistan
being an occupied land has faced a dozens of
challenging obstructions from the day it has been
forcedly annexed with Pakistan. In rivalry rejoinderand
eradication of the curse of slavery, the land of Baloch
has given emergence to resistances in the form of
insurgencies. The occupier state response on the other
side discreetly utilized all the ways in diminishing the
mentality of Baloch towards expedition of freedom.
They tried to crush and demolish all the insurgencies in

the form of military operations, using the religious
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Xii

worse or might my body is addicted. Only one thing I
want to say to my all sangats (friends) here, is, our
enemy is facing defeat day by day. They are afraid of
BSO Azad, and they fear of our literatures.

Do threat and terrify more and more to our enemy by
reading more books, and to become able to face our
enemy. I appeal to all Baluch youth to work hard to
educate Baluch Nation. Education is the only power
through which we can defeat our enemy. Remember "
Nations only need courage to fight not weapon "

I saw many ideological friends here. Addi Farzana, I
was in Zakir Jan's cell last month. He is fine, and still
has the same speech power. I told Dr Deen Muhamad
that your little Mehlab is all grown up. Don't worry about
us, Mehli, and do believe on the statement, "readers
are the leaders". I saw Chairman Baloch Khan just for
few seconds. But he was all good with his beautiful
smile. I am not alone here. Sangats, all we

need is your strength.
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If they ask me what's your wish, my wish would be "

"

Send this Letter to my Sangats
Your Sangat,

Lakmir Baluch
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discover its mission and fight for this mission; I kept
saying.
You think yourself a God, but you're forgetting that we
are fighting for our land, a land which is our identity. We
can stay in these types of jails for decades but will
definitely take our identity back. That's a promise, a
Baluch's promise; I kept speaking. I was fervent, but he
was still calm. Take him to the cell and give him electric
shocks, army man ordered his collaborationist.
Again, they brought me to a dark but a big room. They
closed my eyes and laid me on a bed. One man beside
the bed was controlling electronic machines. Suddenly,
a several pain prevailed into my body. I shouted, cried
and wept. Stop please." My voice was so quiet and
hoarse that no one heard it. More electric shocks were
given in a series, and I was no longer able to articulate
any words. The next shock sent me into
unconsciousness.

Moonlight was shining into my cell when I came into it. I
started laughing or maybe crying. I don't know what I
was doing. But I didn't break. The thought which was

making me stronger was my leaders and my friends
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who bore the same or maybe more pain than me. But
they didn't say a word.

I know, my family and my ideological fellows who are
more than my family are worried about me. The
moment when I was just thinking about my
companions, my cell's guard came to serve me lunch.
You seem happy, Gulzar Khan; I asked. Yes, I am
really very happy, my wife gave birth to a baby boy after
six girls, answered Gulzar. Hahaha (laughing) that's
nice, congratulations! I felicitated him.

I will bring you some sweets tomorrow, told Gulzar to
me. No, thank you, Gulzar Khan. Salamat meres (Stay
blessed), I replied. No, I really want to share my
happiness to you, something that can make you smile,
he insisted. Okay (alright), then bring me a pen and
paper. Pen and paper? Will it make you smile? Asked
Gulzar Khan. It will make me happy, Khan sahab; I
replied him with a smile.

*Respected Sangats (Friends)!

I am fine here, and all I need is your health and safety. I
don't know the date today, for that I am not mentioning

the date in letter. Now Pakistani tortures are not so
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vii
debilitated body. O barbarous man! This isn't Ghalib, I
told him. This is the great revolutionist Bhagat Singh,
who dedicated his life for noblest cause that was the
freedom of the country.
He hit on my face again but this time I went
unconscious. I don't know after how many hours I
opened my eyes, but, when I came into consciousness,
I saw that six feet long army man was already sitting
there with a lighted cigarette in his hand. I had no sense
of time.
"Uth jaa saaly, kitna soega. (Get up you pig, how much
will you sleep)." He laughed. I was literally shivering,
and went unconscious again. "Get up," said an
overtone person who was standing on my head. I tried
to stand up but couldn't, two army men held my hands
and took me out of the room. I don't know after how
many months I felt fresh air.
These two men took me to the next floor where they
brought me to a small room, a small room which only
had a light. The long moustache man was already
sitting there. Sit here, said the moustache man to me,

and he smiled with the fake politeness.I sat down. Once
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again, the questioning session started. So, since when
you're here? He asked. I don't know, I replied.

What's your name? I said, Lakmir. Where are you
from? I said, Awaran. What's your age? I said, I am
24-year-old. Are you a student? I nodded in positive. In
which camp you were? I am continuously telling each
and every armed person that I wasn't in any camp, I am
a student and I am a political worker, I replied.

I was just about to apply in university. I am a bibliophile
student, I screamed. He was calm, looking into my
eyes, and he asked, so how many guerrilla books you
read? You really want to know what I read, I
questioned him. I read "The wretched of Earth" by
Frantz Fanon. You know who Frantz Fanon is? Or what
he talks about? No you don't know actually you know
nothing, because you yourself are imperialist, I replied.
Frantz Omar Fanon was a psychiatrist and a political
radical. He wrote and fought against the occupation of
France, yes France, that France who thought herself as
the God of world that time. But if nations decide their
own destiny, then no God can stop them.The Wretched

of Earth highlights the necessity for each generation to
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My Soul is Victim

I sat on the floor of my cell, and checking torture marks
on my hands and feet. I wasn't wearing anything except
my trousers. All I had were the red marks on my entire
body. I was shivering because I wasn't feeling good.
Maybe, I was in fever.

The door opened. A six feet long man with normal width
came in, and asked: "Bata kutty Kis camp se Hai tu?
(Tell us you dog, from which camp you are from?)"
Again the same questions were asked which I was
hearing since many years.

"Am I here for years, maybe not?" I was thinking about
my illegal detention periods. But, here, each day is
equal to one year.

I am a student, and a peaceful political worker. I am the
information secretary of a students' organization. I
whined.

With his big black jackboots, he kicked me on my face,

and repeated the old questions: "Bata tery sath or kon
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kon hai? (Speak up, who companies you?)"; "Bata tum
logo Ko funding kon karta hai? (Tell us who provide you
funds>)"; "India se aaty hain na paisy?(Money is sent
from India, right)"; "Ya kamino tum log Kafir Israil k
paisy khaaty ho? (Or you bastards receive money from
the non-Muslim Israel?)".

He came and sat in front of me, and asked that, "Bata
sab kuch bataa phir tujhy chor dengy. Ek Pakistani ka
waada hai tujh se.(Speak up, tell us everything, will
release you then, it is a promise of a Pakistani." Your
promises? I laughed. He slapped me and said "Zuban
khol kutty. (Speak up, you dog)."

I memorized April 2010 when I read about Bhagat's
letter to his brother while he was in Jail. He wrote a
shaeri (poetry) which I recited on that six feet long

man's face.

"Baraa Ghalib banny ki koshish karta hai kutty. (Trying
to Become Ghalib, you dog)." Again he started kicking

me with his jackboots. He didn't show any mercy on my
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the independence movement against the occupying
state of Pakistan.
Harrison displays the picture of the Baluch nationalist
movement in Iran via the period of the restraining
relationship between the Pahlavis and the Baluch.
When the Iranian regime intensifies its military
operations against the Baluch nationalist movement,
then the movement goes underground. The author had
shown the image of this period by directly contacting
the Baluch leaders of the movement.
The author observes the period the Baluch movement
in Iran after the dethroning of the Shah. Despite that,
the connection of the Baluch movement with Iraq and
the Arab world are seen thoroughly.
The Baluch nationalist movement was extremely
influence by the communism; therefore, the author tries
to analyze the Soviet policy towards Baluch
nationalism, strength of communist in Baluchistan and
the relationship of the Afghan communist with
Baluchistan.
One of the most important perspectives of this book is

the depiction of views of Islamabad and Tehran with
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respect to Baluch nationalism in Pakistan and Iran
along with the talks with the Pakistani and Iranian civil
and army officials.

Finally, the author depicts on those issues which are
related to the Baluch independence movement.
Harrison tries to explain them with the help of the
observation on the issues of the demographic muddle,
tribalism and nationalism, and the expected
development of future, and the national interests of
Moscow and Washington with respect to the future of

Baluchistan
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Book Review
In Afghanistan's Shadows:

Baluch Nationalism and Soviet Temptation

The book, In Afghanistan's Shadows: Baluch
Nationalism and Soviet Temptation, is written by Selig
S. Harrison who is an American journalist and specialist
on the political issues of South and Southeast Asia.
Harrison had been covering this area for more than
three decades. The author had covered the Baluch
nationalist movement in Pakistan and Iran.

The book is the product of the well researched work
which presents the independent, on-the-spot, factual
reporting, and analysis of the Baluch struggle for the
regain of the lost sovereignty in its early stages.
Therefore, the author had accessed to 340 primary
sources which includes Baluch leaders, political and
armed, residing in Baluchistan or in exile, and the
underground guerrilla leaders.

With respect to the Baluch nationalist movement, the
author focuses the attention of the governments of

Pakistan and Iran as well as United States and the larger
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international communities. The author begins
presentation of the Baluch struggle with the first Baluch
resistant movement which had begun in 1948; headed
by Prince Abdul Karim Khan, the younger brother of last
Khan of Kalat, Ahmed Yar Khan; and reaches till the
fourth Baluch resistance movement began which
had begun in 1973.
The author had interviewed the leaders of the Baluch
independence movement in Pakistan which includes
Khair Bux Marri, Attaullah Mengal and Ghaus Bux
Bizenjo. These leaders were interviewed regarding the
development, hurdles in Baluch nationalist movement
and gain of aid from the world powers for it.
The Baluch nationalist movement in Pakistan, the
author depicts its picture through three Baluch
organizations; The Baluch People's Liberation Front
(BPLF), the Baluch Students organization (BSO) and
The Pakistani National Party (PNP), currently known as
the National Party.
With the policies of these Baluch organizations, the
author observes and analyzes the influence and the

successive policies and measurements taken by them in
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