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Account of the 1st day of 23rd Council

Session of BSO-AZAD

“Instead of driving Baloch movement in a specific angle, it
needs to be organized within different dimensions.”

Chairman Abram Baloch

The 23" Central Council Session of Baloch
Students Organization-Azad is being held in memory
of Lumma-E-Watan Banuk Karima Baloch and
Shuhda-E-Aajoi (Martyrs of Freedom) and in the name
of the Baloch captives. Today, on Tuesday, April 17, the
Central Council Session of the organization officially
commenced with a two-minute silence in memory of
Baloch Martyrs and the singing of the Baloch National
Anthem. Day one of the twenty-third Central Council
Session included the speech by the Central Chairman,
while councilors engaged in detailed discussions on
Constitution making, the Secretary’s report, and the
Critical Session. The first agenda of the Central
Council Session was the Chairman’s address, in which
Chairman Abram Baloch, while addressing the
councilors, expressed his satisfaction in observing the

unwavering optimism of BSO cadres, even in the face
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of challenging situations, as they have set aside
everything to participate in the organizational
program. I welcome the proponents of the great
ideology of Baloch Nationalism to this ceremony, who
have not only thwarted the arrogance of the adversary,
which has been engrossed in attempts to weaken and
liquidate BSO for last two decades - but have also set
an example for all the counter-revolutionary forces.
These counter-revolutionary forces have consistently
pin-pointed the great National Stance and Ideology,
expressing apprehensions of failure and liquidation and
dwindling in the future. Today, I wish to convey my
message to the revolutionary cadres of BSO in their
presence that the way BSO is organized today is
unprecedented. The dynamics that BSO is introducing
to the Baloch society and the movement are historical,
serving as a bridge to attain national independence in
the future.

Chairman Abram further emphasized the need to
reshape our literature and reading standards. For the
past twenty years, we have been studying literature that
holds little relevance in the present. Over the past
several years, Baloch youth have been immersing
themselves in the study of movements and figures

whose nations are either enslaved today or have
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significantly faltered in shaping the future of their
nations after achieving independence. Therefore, it is
crucial for Baloch youth to study those nations and
figures that have ensured prosperity for their nations in
the modern era. Successful states like Israel, with a
population of ten million, currently stand as the most
powerful state in the world, existing in an organized
and dynamic form despite facing factional attacks from
Arab countries. These states should be regarded as
ideals to study, rather than as adversaries. It is essential
to understand how they strengthened and empowered
the discriminated and devastated Jewish community in
a relatively short span of time. Similarly, Mao Zedong’s
efforts in uplifting the oppressed and opium-addicted
Chinese population, once under British rule, to their
current status where they can challenge the world’s
superpowers, is worth studying. In fact, they are now
engaged in efforts to assert their sovereignty over
occupied territories. We need to move away from the
dichotomy of oppressor and oppressed and instead
think, analyze, and act in alignment with Baloch
national interests. Europe, despite its history of
engaging in thousands of wars and causing the deaths
of millions of people, now claims to be a champion of

human rights. Baloch can only attain their objectives by
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becoming a significant power. We must be prepared to
face even more challenging situations today compared
to what we have lost in the last three hundred years,
characterized by weaknesses and defeats in the national
movement. Baloch youth need to contemplate and
assess the reasons and failures that have led the nation,
once a dominant power in the region under Noori
Naseer Khan, to its current state. By becoming a
significant power, we can assert our rights on human
rights, the sea and resources. BSO serves as the school
of the Baloch national movement, where Baloch youth
and dedicated associates of the movement channel their
energies into studying the thoughts and ideology that
drive the movement.

Being a school of the Baloch national movement, al
programs of BSO Azad should be centered on
organizing the Baloch national movement and its
struggle. The existence of BSO is intricately linked to
the Baloch national movement. The more active and
organized the Baloch national movement is, the more
significant BSO’s role becomes in Baloch society. As an
educational institution, BSO-Azad must initiate
programs aimed at mobilizing and organizing the
awareness of the Baloch national movement among

Baloch youth.
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While addressing the councilors, the Chairman
emphasized that Baloch youth need to comprehend the
distinction between duty and responsibility in order to
make the Baloch national movement well-organized
and dynamic. Baloch youth should not merely go
through the motions in the national movement under
the guise of duty but should instead shoulder more
substantial responsibilities for organizing and
mobilizing the struggle for Baloch national freedom.
When a slave is in a state of war and is subjected to
occupation and oppression, the youth cannot lead the
movement to a logical conclusion by simply fulfilling
their duty as a formality. Rather, they must take on
significant and vital responsibilities to bring the
national liberation struggle to fruition.

At present, the Baloch national movement is
encountering  significant  challenges from its
adversaries. On the other hand, international powers,
such as China, have been actively opposing the Baloch
national movement and providing full support to
Pakistan in this war. Not only are they receiving
financial backing from imperialist states like China,
but they are also benefiting from technology and other
resources. In such circumstance, Baloch youth cannot

lead the national movement to its logical conclusion by
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merely going through the motions, instead, they must
assume important responsibilities related to the
movement and invest their energies in making the
movement more dynamic and organized.

He further emphasized that, in line with current
requirements, only capable and skilled youth can shape
the movement in an organized manner and establish
alternative forces against the enemies.

Therefore, Baloch youth, especially those associated
with BSO-Azad, should focus on developing their
abilities alongside nurturing their sense of national
consciousness. These youth should concentrate on
fields where they believe they can excel and work
systematically while aligning themselves with the
Baloch national movement. This century calls for
proficient and talented individuals, where any youth
willing to make sacrifices for the Baloch national
movement can undoubtedly hone their skills.
Therefore, it is of utmost importance that Baloch youth
diligently cultivate their potential, with a heartfelt
commitment to the cause, and adapt to the
requirements of the modern era. This will pave the way
for the establishment of a well-organized movement.
Chairman Abram also highlighted that non-

revolutionary forces are progressively organizing
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within Baloch society, and their actions are generating
adverse effects in Baloch society.

Hence, Baloch youth, particularly those affiliated with
BSO-Azad, should introduce the kind of radical
literature that is required for the current movement.
To counter the negative behaviors exhibited by these
non-revolutionary and counter-revolutionary forces,
BSO-Azad needs to develop a systematic and radical
body of literature that can effectively counteract these
negative behaviors. Whether we regard it as a
misfortune or ignorance, we have consistently had
individuals among us who become active against the
movement and organizations when their interests are
not met, or their heartfelt desires remain unfulfilled.
Such individuals can be detrimental to the movement;
when their desires are not satisfied, they engage in
activities based on personal preferences, which can have
adverse effects on the entire movement.

Therefore, to counter such behaviors and negative
activities of individuals, BSO-Azad should offer
systematic and radical literature that can genuinely
enlighten Baloch youth. He stated that all organizations
and parties associated with the Baloch national
liberation movement are respected by BSO-Azad. The
incoming leadership of BSO-Azad should instill an
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attitude within the Baloch movement that is not tied to
specific individuals or factions but is dedicated to the
movement as a whole. BSO-Azad serves as a school for
the Baloch national movement, and, as such, it should
channel all its energies into organizing and mobilizing
the national movement. BSO, as an organization,
doesn’t represent any particular organization or party
but serves as a representative entity for all parties and
the movement as a whole among Baloch youth. With
this perspective and concept, BSO can engage with the
youth in a more organized manner and focus on the
movement more effectively.

Chairman Abram Baloch, while addressing the BSO-
Azad cadres on the occasion of the 23" Council Session
of the organization, further emphasized that Baloch
youth should refrain from analyzing the enemy from a
specific angle and method. Instead, they should strive
to study it from different perspectives and angles and
then analyze it. They need to employ a similar
approach to organize and shape the national
movement. Examining and perceiving the enemy from
a single, limited angle can be perilous for the youth
because the State is not currently opposing the Baloch
movement in a uniform manner but is employing

numerous tactics. It appears to devise new methods
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continually. Therefore, Baloch youth should also
examine the enemy from various angles and then
organize the movement according to multiple
strategies. It is vital for those associated with the
movement to dedicate their energies to organizing the
struggle under the same mindset and concern,
recognizing the modern realities and the demands of
the scientific age that can yield the best results.

At the end of his address, Chairman Abram Baloch
conveyed that his message to the new leadership is that
they should take actions to advance BSO two steps
further after every two-year Council Session. The
policies of BSO should not be evolutionary but
revolutionary, and they should operate based on
revolutionary strategies and policies. BSO should
mobilize the youth under revolutionary processes and
principles that can deliver the desired outcomes that
people associated with the national movement and the
public hope to see from BSO. The Second agenda of the
session was constitution-making, during which the
Secretary General presented the recommendations of
the Constitution Committee, and various suggestions
were offered by the councilors.

Constitutional reforms were unanimously approved.

The third agenda of the session was the Secretary’s
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Report, in which Central Secretary General Mehrzaad
Baloch presented the previous biennial central reports,
and these reports were subsequently discussed
comprehensively among the councilors. While the last
agenda of today’s meeting was the critical session,
during which all the councilors actively participated
and identified deficiencies. The remaining agendas of
the Central Council Session will be addressed over the

next two days.

oL
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Account of the 2nd Day of the Central
Council Session

“The Unipolar World Order is converting into a Polycentric

World Order. We ought to expand diplomatic ties for Baloch

national movement worldwide instead of depending on some
particular states and regions”

Councilors

The Secretary General of the Baloch Students
Organization-Azad, while providing an update on the
proceedings of the second day of the Central Council
Session to the media, stated that the Central Council
Session of the organization, dedicated to the memory
of Lumma-E-Watan Banuk Karima Baloch and
Shuhdah-E-Aajohi (Martyrs of Freedom) and in name
of Baloch captives, is currently in progress. During the
twenty-third Central Council Session, eight (8) agendas
are being discussed, including the Central
Chairperson's address, Constitution Making,
Secretary's Report, Criticism Session, Organizational

Affairs, National and International Political Situations,
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Upcoming Strategies, Elections, and the Concluding

Speech of the Chairperson.

Day 1 of the session, which took place on April 17th,
concluded with the Chairman's Speech, and
comprehensive debates occurred on Constitution
Making, Secretary's Report, and the Criticism Session.
On the following day, April 18th, Tuesday, in-person
attendees of the session engaged in extensive
discussions on Organizational Affairs, National and
International Political Scenarios, and Upcoming
Strategies, presenting their recommendations related to
organizational programs. As is customary, the meeting
commenced with a two-minute silence in honor of
Baloch martyrs. Following this, the fifth agenda of the
session, "Organizational Affairs," which comprises two
parts, was initiated. In the first half, councilors
presented the drafts they had prepared based on the
Secretary General's guidance for this agenda. In the
second half, all the suggestions presented in the first

half were thoroughly discussed.
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The sixth agenda of the organization centered on
national and international politics, during which
various councilors presented their prepared papers for
the agenda. They emphasized that international politics
is undergoing constant changes. Notably, the current
international political landscape has seen significant
shifts, particularly after the Russian-Ukraine conflict.
Analyzing the events of the past century reveals that no
principle, stance, or interest in international politics
remains permanent; they evolve over time. For
instance, the United States once organized various
Islamic groups, including the Taliban, against the
Soviet Union, especially in Central Asia, some thirty
years ago. The U.S. provided them with modern
weapons and supported them financially and
politically. However, they later engaged in the largest
war in their history against the same groups and
suffered defeat. Similar agreements have been observed
in the case of the former Soviet Union and NATO,
meaning the U.S. When the Soviet Union was
dismantled, the U.S. not only expanded NATO across
Europe but also decided to admit Baltic Nations,
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including Ukraine, which shares long borders with
Russia. This decision led to the conflict between Russia
and Ukraine, resulting in various changes in the

international political landscape.

A similar example can be seen in Saudi Arabia. When
Iraq invaded Kuwait and quickly captured it, Saudi
Arabia allowed the U.S. to establish military bases
within its territory under the "Security Guarantee"
policy, fearing potential attacks. However, considering
the current circumstances, Saudi Arabia has shifted its
stance by normalizing its relations with China, Russia,
and even anti-U.S. states like Iran, illustrating that no
agreements in the international political arena are
permanent. They noted that these situations are not
confined to Central Asia alone, where anti-U.S. and
anti-Europe sentiments are on the rise, but voices of
discontent are also emerging in regions such as Central
Asia, South Asia, and Africa against the Euro-centric
World Order. Following the Russia-Ukraine conflict,
most states have rejected aligning themselves with

Europe. In an interview, the Indian Foreign Ministry
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stated that Europe should no longer maintain the
mindset that "world problems are not our problems,
our problems are the world's problems." Similar
situations are evident in Central Asia and Gulf
countries, where U.S. military bases are located.
Presently, the good terms of Arab countries with Iran
in Iraq, and favoring terms of Russia with Nawaz
government, and the African countries’ vested interests
towards China have wholly changed international
politics. The way Arab countries and other states like
Saudi Arabia in Central Asia are giving importance to
infrastructure, tourism, sports, and human rights, it
can be a reason to end dependence on Europe in the
future, the example of which can be organizing a
massive event like the FIFA World Cup in a Muslim
State (Qatar). Although it is a fantasy to deny the fact
that it is possible to abolish the dependence of the US
and Europe on the world very soon, but we cannot deny
the possibility. With the happenings taking place
contemporarily, it can be assumed that several powers
in various regions want to be independent and

powerful in their affairs by demolishing their
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dependence on the US and Europe. In a meeting
between the foreign offices of Russia and India, they
shared dialogues to work on converting the Unipolar
World Order into a Polycentric World Order. It means
every region would have its separate power and a center
where the powers of the whole world would not be with
a single state, but every region would have a different
central power and a center for decision making. Instead
of depending on the US and Europe, every region,
including Africa, South Asia, and Central Asia, wants
to establish their central power where they can solve
their regional issues. Because the West-Centric World
Order has not only totally failed to solve the grievances
arising across the world but has also become the reason
for waging war and raising other issues in disparate
regions. The councilors, while speaking on Baloch
diplomacy after detailed discussions on changes in
international politics, said that diplomacy was of
utmost importance for any national liberation
movement. During the insurgency of 1973, the center
for Baloch diplomacy was not Europe but Central Asia,

and Baloch political workers performed various
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political activities, including publishing newspapers, by
residing in countries like Iraq. While the prerequisites
of contemporary international politics demanded
Baloch to adopt an anti-Europe mindset. But the global
situations have entirely changed after the rise of Baloch
insurgency in the 2000s, and Europe had become the
guarantor of humanity and human rights, due to which
Baloch political activists turned to Europe to perform
political activities. But presently, the circumstances
seem to change again in the context of international
politics. Therefore, the Baloch leadership, considering
the present situations, needs to work on expanding
Baloch diplomacy across the world instead of making it
Europe-centralized so that we can secure the national
movement from big losses in case of any massive shift
in the future and instead take benefits from the
situations leading to strengthening or succeeding the
movement. On the other hand, the councilors, while
sharing their opinions on national political situations,
said that on one hand, the oppressing state has
continued to act on enforced disappearances of youth,

fake encounters under CTD and throwing mutilated
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bodies, on the other, women are being victimized on a
daily basis, which is yet another failed attempt to give
birth to fear in Baloch society. Along with the creation
of space for non and counter-revolutionary forces, the
state is working on the promotion of commission
culture, instigating religious extremism under state
policy, and using private schools under a particular
conspiracy against the Baloch movement, installing
various NGOs across Balochistan, bringing
international and exploitative capitalism to Balochistan
despite resistance, attempting to discourage the masses
from the Baloch movement using soft power, and
trying to spread disappointment among the public
about the movement through various nominal groups.
The end goal for all these attempts is a failed effort to
fuel its capture of Balochistan. It must be included in
the top priorities of the national movement to counter
such state policies. After the conclusion of the sixth
agenda, the Secretary General, in the agenda of
upcoming strategies, presented the suggested programs
by the councilors for the coming two years. After

comprehensive debates among the councilors,
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important decisions were made with the majority's hold
to make the Baloch movement and BSO-Azad further
organized and active. While considering the
contemporary situations and a lack of time, the ending
agendas of the session, including elections, the
chairperson's last speech, and the oath-taking

ceremony, will be held in the coming day.

oL
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BSO-Azad’s twenty-third Central Council
Session successfully concludes, Drapshan
Baloch elected as Chairman unopposed while
Zirwan Baloch as Secretary General

“We need to educate Baloch youth scientifically and make the
organization dynamic institutionally”

newly elected Chairman Drapshan Baloch

The Central Spokesperson of Baloch Students
Organization-Azad, while briefing the media on the
successful conclusion of the Council Session, said that
the twenty-third Central Council Session of BSO-Azad,
commemorating Lumma-E-Watan Banuk Karima
Baloch and Shuhdah-E-Aajohi (Martyrs of Freedom),
and in the name of Baloch captives, concluded
successfully on day 3. Drapshan Baloch was elected as
Chairman unopposed, while Zirwan Baloch was elected
as the Secretary General without any opposition. The
twenty-third Central Council Session included the
Chairman’s speech, Constitution Making, Secretary’s

Report, Criticism Session, Organizational Affairs,
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National and International Political Situations,
Upcoming Strategies, and Chairman’s Ending Address.
Day 1 of the Central Council Session included the
Chairman’s speech and comprehensive debates on
constitution making, secretary’s report, and criticism
session. On day 2, agendas including organizational
affairs, national and international politics, and one part
of upcoming strategies were discussed in detail. Today,
on the concluding day of the Central Council Session,
in the agenda of upcoming strategies, the present
structure was dissolved after the finalization of two-
year policies, and elections were conducted. Under the
presidency of former Secretary General Mehrzad
Baloch, a three-member election commission was
formed, which held fair elections. After completion of
elections, the head of the election commission
announced the names of the newly-elected Cabinet and
Central Committee members, with Drapshan Baloch as
Chairman and Zirwan Baloch as Secretary General
elected unopposed. After the elections, the in-camera
meeting ended, and an oath-taking ceremony was

organized. The former Chairman, Abram Baloch,
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administered the oath to the newly-elected cabinet,
Central Committee members, and all the councilors.
While addressing from the oath-taking ceremony,
former Chairman Abram Baloch said that he hopes
that the newly-elected cabinet of BSO-Azad will
consolidate the inclusion of Baloch youth in the Baloch
national movement and perform the responsibilities of
consciously educating the revolutionary cadres
according to the timely needs of the Baloch national
movement. It will definitely be difficult for BSO-Azad
to continue and organize the revolutionary task in the
given tough and harsh situations, but based on my
fifteen-year political experience, I can complement that
BSO-Azad’s  revolutionary  cadres  have  the
determination to face any kind of difficult and
challenging situation. BSO-Azad’s leadership and
cadres have witnessed martyrdom and imprisonment of
organizational leadership and members and even have
shouldered the mutilated bodies of their comrades, but
they have never wavered in their thoughts, ideology,
and actions. BSO-Azad’s cadres have not only

confronted the enemy’s oppression and hostility but
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have also maintained internal unity and never
compromised on national causes, organizational
democracy, central autonomy, and independent status.
These principles have been the keys to the
organization's success. BSO-Azad can only function as
an organization by adhering to these principles. After
the dissolution of the election commission, the
organization’s responsibilities were transferred to the
newly elected Central Committee. The newly elected
Chairman, Drapshan Baloch, addressed the attendees
of the Central Council Session, appreciating the
councilors, especially the former leadership, for
successfully organizing the Central Council in
challenging circumstances. While situations are never
favorable for revolutionary organizations, and they
have always been unfavorable for BSO-Azad from the
early days, the organization's goals are significant and
its activities historical. Revolutionary cadres of BSO-
Azad face great responsibility, and he hopes they will
not hesitate to carry out the organization's two-year
programs actively and dynamically. The newly elected

Chairman emphasized the need to make the Baloch
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national movement functional and dynamic on an
organizational level. He stated that the war is not
against an individual or a nation but against state-level
institutions that spend millions of rupees annually to
sustain the state structure. To overcome this, they need
to introduce institutional politics and make the
struggle dynamic to eliminate individualism from the
movement. Baloch youth should not only join the
movement emotionally but also endorse it with
mindfulness and skill. In the modern age, it is
impossible to fight the colonizer with inadequate skills.
He also stressed the importance of modern skills,
scientific potential, and the establishment of central
institutions within the movement to counter the state's
institutional structure. He urged the youth to work
tirelessly on their skills to strengthen the Baloch
national movement. The Chairman mentioned that
Baloch youth are fighting a war against a state that is
allied with the USA on one side and a nominal
communist state like China on the other. They have
entered a Unipolar Capitalist System where only

strong, dynamic, and skillful nations receive sympathy
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and support. Baloch youth need to come out of
traditional strategies and join the movement with
modern, scientific, educational, and revolutionary
potential and skills. The Chairman emphasized the
importance of youth's role in the nation's struggle for
independence and urged them not to compromise their
skills for personal interests. He concluded by
emphasizing that there is no future for Baloch other
than the destination of national independence and its
success. Baloch youth must bring awareness about the
significance and need of the movement among their
peers and work tirelessly to achieve this goal. He
acknowledged the sacrifices made by Baloch youth and
their commitment to the Baloch national cause. He
expressed hope that the youth would continue their
struggle for a free and independent Balochistan. After
the conclusion of the Chairman's speech, the newly
elected Secretary General, Zirwan Baloch, concluded
the twenty-third Central Council Session,
commemorating Lumms-E-Watan Banuk Karima
Baloch and Shuhdah-E-Aajohi (Martyrs of Freedom),

and in the name of Baloch captives.

269



kg e

Fanon’s vision: Unmasking Colonialism and

Reclaiming Humanity
Rehan Baloch

Dr. Frantz Omar Fanon is a very popular figure
in the post-colonial literature. He is to Third World a
prophet of revolution and such a thinker to Africa what
is Lenin to Europe and Mao to Asia while many people
compare him with Che Guevara and Karl Marx. Some
call him a humanist or a socialist and others call him a
nihilist and an apostle of violence. His last book, The
Wretched of the Earth, is called the revolutionary bible
of the black people and is compared with Marx and
Engels’ Communist Manifesto. Many books have been
written on Fanon that include his biography, his
intellectual evolution, his theory of alienation, his
theory on violence and his social and political thoughts.
This piece of writing is intended to analyze Fanon’s life
and discuss his key ideas briefly. Since it is very

important to understand an author’s ideas, prior to
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that, it is necessary to know his life timeline and the

political situation of that time.

Early Life

A wide audience of authors and readers refers to
Fanon’s works as his personal submission of alienation.
It well may be true because a writer should always write
about his own society and his writings will always have
to be the reflection of his society. To borrow words
from Shakespeare, a writer is the reflection of society;
he is a ‘mirror unto society’. With this point in view,
Fredrick Nietzsche might have agreed with me when he
says in his last book, Ecce Homo, that whoever
understands something out of his writings can relate
moments of his life in those writings. He also says,
‘Man can stretch himself as he may with his knowledge
and appear to himself as objective as he may in the
final analysis, he gives nothing but his own biography’.

Whatever Fanon’s writings may be, either about his
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personal alienation or not, they help understand

colonial midst and alienation.

The fifth of the eight children and the youngest of four
sons, Dr. Frantz was born on 20 July in 1925 on the
island of Martinique, France. His father was a custom
inspector and mother was a shopkeeper which means
Frantz’s family earned enough to intact its status quo
in the white-dominated society. Frantz’s family like
other Martinique families was assimilated into French
and they knew well about French culture and its
language. Literature witnesses that there are two
contradictions and various researchers have different
viewpoints in the development of Frantz’s life. Since it
is important to know how he grew up and what were
the terms that he was influenced by, it is necessary we
discuss these thoughts that researchers have shared.
One of the basic contradictions in the development of
Frantz’s life which later, authors argue, influenced him
to write about alienation is the ‘relationship with his
mother’. It is believed that Frantz was the blackest of
the children and his mother disliked him. On a
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psychological point of view, a child’s growth and
development is very much based on the relationship he
keeps with his mother. Frantz’s hatred towards
colonialism and racism grew out of the maternal
rejection. In simple words, this literature suggests that
Frantz was revolutionary because he faced rejection in
front of his mother due to his blackness. Gendzier
mentions an incident in which Frantz was going for
study abroad and he asked for funds from his mother
which his mother refused and comforted her daughters
instead. Gendzier also encountered a conversation
between Frantz and his brother in which Frantz tells
Joby how hopeful he is to be appointed as Algerian
Ambassador of Cuba and this appointment shall force
officials and his mother to recognize him which they
had failed to do in past. In contrast, the sources find
that Frantz had a very adorable relationship with his
mother. Geismar says when he visited Frantz’s mother
in 1969; the mother was the proudest of Fanon than
any other child. The walls of the room were covered
with the pictures of Fanon. There is also an article by

Joby Fanon in which he says that his mother treated all
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children equally and with affection. He also shares one
of the sentences that his mother always used to tell to
her children, "My children, its unity alone that saves
the family and each of us. As long as you are united,
you are strong. That which belongs to one of us belongs
to everyone, and through that we are all rich". From
these two opposing available literature, Gendzier never
met any family members of Frantz while Geismer met
his mother and brother and interviewed them.
Furthermore, very little is said about his father who
was busy with his duties and was the breadwinner of
the family. However, when Frantz joined French forces
in World War II, on a difficult mission which he
thought he would not survive sent a letter to his father.
He told his father how failed he was to fulfill the duty
as a father and that he kept mother unhappy. He
further adds that whatever the children are, all the
glory goes to his mother. Joby says that Frantz was
harsh on their father and judged him for his absence
during family time. Keeping relations aside, Frantz was
educated in a French school and he learned French

stories and its culture. When he was 17, it was his
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brother’s, Felix’s wedding, and he left to join French
forces to combat in World War II. Joby says he tried to
persuade Frantz not join French forces and stay home.
He also mentioned one of the professors who asked the
Martiniqueans not to sacrifice themselves for the
whites. But Frantz told Joby each time that liberty is at
stake, we are all affected, be we whites, blacks, yellows,
or Kakos, his professor is a fool and he swears to him
today that no matter where it may be, each time that
freedom is threatened, he will be there. During war,
Frantz used to send letters to his mother and his
mother always replied him with love and care and in
the end of the letter she always used to write ‘Your

mother who marches with you’.

Mariniquean society was a racist society where white
treated the blacks as their slaves. In such an
environment, every black family including the family of
Frantz was affected by this racism and alienation.
Frantz himself explains how a black child learns in
school the French culture and language and considers

the white as the bringer of the civilization and remover
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of the black curse. In Black Skin White Masks, Frantz
has written a complete chapter on language and Negro
in which he discusses how their language, Creole, is
devalued and considered a sin to be spoken of. Frantz
was inspired by his teacher Aime Cesaire who remained
his intellectual mentor and his teacher at lycee. Frantz
speaks of Cesaire as the server of ideological food to
young Antilleans, the Black people of Martinique,
through his speeches. When he was serving France in
war, Frantz was astonished to see how racist the white
are towards their black appearances. During travel in
ship, Frantz and other volunteers witnessed how
Martiniquean women slept with the French officers
leaving other members of the volunteers humiliated.
Frantz also saw black women in his society who always
desired the least black of all men and other white men.
When they arrived in South Africa, Frantz saw his
fellows being insulted and they were other black men
who were higher in rank but still were also disobeyed
by the white soldiers. Frantz learnt that culture
assimilation would never work, it doesn’t matter how

fluent he is in French and how knowledgeable he is
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about French history and its songs and traditions, black
man will always be humiliated on the basis of his color
and appearances. When Frantz returned to Martinique
after two years of war, he understood the horrors of
war and he also had serious doubts about his identity as
a Frenchman. In 1947, Frantz’s father died and
financial tensions arose for the family. However; Frantz
was a war veteran of World War II, he got a
scholarship to study in Paris. He chose dentistry as his
field because it was short and there were already
financial issues for him and his family. But, he left
Dentistry and Paris and told that there were too many
niggers in Paris who were idiots and he couldn’t
continue his career there. He went to Lyons to do a
one-year preparatory training in natural sciences. After
the training, he joined the ‘Medical School of
University of Lyons’. Lyons was socially unrest and was
a place for radicalism. Fanon soon became active in
politics there and attended left meetings. In these years,
he faced a pscyho-existential crisis and this is reflected
best in his book, Black Skin White Mask. Fanon says,
"When people like me, they tell me it is in spite of my
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color. When they dislike me, they point out that it is
not because of my color. Either way, I am locked into
the infernal circle”. What Frantz needed back then was

to change his negritude into revolutionary praxis.

In 1948, Frantz read a preface that Sartre had written
about negritude and he realized that Sartre had robbed
him of a last chance to find a secure anchorage. “Thus
negritude, Sartre wrote, is the root of its own
destruction, it is a transition and not a conclusion, a
means and not an ultimate end”. In fact, Frantz was
very inspired by Sartre and he studied him well. Frantz
parted ways with Cesaire and other proponents of
negritude when he supported the integration of
Martinique with France. Cesaire concluded that
negritude was not a sufficient condition for the
liberation of alienated blacks. Sartre and Frantz became
close friends and Frantz took Sartre’s conclusion very
seriously about negritude. Simon de Beauvoir, in her
book, Force of Circumstance, has described how closely
Sartre and Frantz interacted with each other. Simon

says when she broke the conversation between the both
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writers, Frantz was furious: "I don't like people who
hoard their resources .... I would like to give twenty
thousand francs a day to be able to talk with Sartre
from morning to night for two weeks". Sartre and
Frantz met for lunch and their conversation lasted till
two in the morning. So, it is clear that racism in France
and the interaction with Sartre had a very deep impact
on the development of Frantz. On another occasion,
the professor learnt that Frantz is from Martinique; he
addressed Frantz as a boy and asked him what he
should be questioned. Frantz was outraged on this
point; he took a question from the basket and answered
it. The examiner no longer could call him a boy. Frantz
completed his studies and submitted his thesis in 1953
in which there is nothing interesting to mention except
a quotation from Nietzsche’s Thus Spake Zarathustra.
The quotation is, "I dedicate myself to living beings,
not to introspective mental processes”. In 1952, Frantz
had wanted to submit his first book, Black Skin White
Mask, as his thesis, but due to its controversialist
arguments, it got rejected. In November 1953, Frantz

moved to Algeria to work at the ‘Blida-Joinville
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Hospital’, the largest psychiatric hospital in Algeria and
today it is renamed after Frantz. It was at this time
Frantz began to write articles and was very sincere with
his field. He wanted to practice more on Psychiatry but
the colonial administration restricted everything to a
tiny thread. It was very hard to work under such
situations when the Algerian armed resistance broke in
in 1954. Frantz resigned in summer 1956 and by that
time he was already working secretly for FLN, Front de
Liberation Nationale. In January 1957, Frantz received
a letter of expulsion and a warning to leave Algeria in
48 hours. Frantz moved to Tunis and worked at the
Charles Nicolle Hospital and served as the editor of ‘El-
Moudjahid’, the revolutionary newspaper of FLN. It
was during this time when Fanon took a three week
leave and wrote his sociological masterpiece, A Dying
Colonialism in 1959. The book was banned after six
months of publication in France. The French Secret
Police was already planning to kill Frantz and there
were three assassination attempts on him which he
survived. During one of the trips to Algerian border,

his jeep was blown by a land mine; he got injured in
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this attack and was moved to Rome for treatment. The
French Secret Police also attacked him in the Italian
hospital but he shifted his room upon knowing that the
Italian newspaper had shared his whereabouts. When
his health got better, he came back to Tunis to serve the
Algerian revolution. In December 1960, he got to know
that he was suffering from ‘Leukemia’ and went for
treatment to Moscow. He was advised to rest by the
doctors but Frantz moved to Tunis and wrote his
masterpiece, The Wretched of Earth, in 10 weeks.
Frantz’s health grew darker and it was difficult for him
to survive. The comrades of FLN urged him to move to
the United States to get treatment which he clearly
refused. After a lot of efforts by the FLN comrades,
Frantz had no other choice but to accept the offer. En-
route to Washington, he met Sartre and Simon for the
last time. However, his condition was deteriorated and
he couldn’t make it up to start a conversation with
Sartre. He was left in a hotel room to rot for almost 10
days without any medical care and treatment. Reports
argue that it was a conspiracy from CIA to get Frantz

into stage of death. Frantz died on ‘6 December in
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1961’ in Maryland. Before his death, he wrote a letter
for his brother Joby which states the following words:

‘What I wanted to tell you is that death is always with
us and that what matters is not to know whether we can
escape it but whether we have achieved the maximum
for the ideas we have made our own. What shocked me
here in my bed when I felt my strength ebbing away
along with my blood was not the fact of dying as such,
but to die of leukemia, in Washington, when three
months ago I could have died facing the enemy .... We
are nothing on earth if we are not in the first place the
slaves of a cause, the cause of the peoples, the cause of

justice and liberty’.
Imperialism in Psychology:

The fact that imperialism controls the socio-economic
and political arenas of its colonies is transparent but it
also controls and regulates fields of studies such as
psychology in order to influence the third world with
its Euro-American approach. Frantz at the time of

writing ‘Black Skin White Mask’ encountered
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arguments of some philosophers, Freud, Jung, and
Adler, unsatisfying and euro-centric. Thus, he made
criticism of them and reshaped the psychological
theories to fit into his people, the Negroes. However,
this doesn’t mean that Frantz completely rejected their
theories; he reshaped them to fit into a larger audience
because most of the arguments are based on European
society. Frantz used Freud’s topographical (conscious,
pre-conscious, unconscious) and structural (id, ego,
and superego) theories to explain Black and white
alienation. He also had an interest to write on problems
of sexuality and that is why two chapters of Black Skin
White Masks (The woman of color and the white man
and the man of color and the white woman) focus on
sexuality in a racist and colonial society. Fanon quotes,
‘If one wants to understand the racial situation
psychoanalytically, not from a universal standpoint but
as it is experienced by individual consciousness,
considerable importance must be given to sexual
phenomenon’. He also talked about aggression in the
colonized people and this aggression is remarkably seen

in the first chapter of his ‘The Wretched of Earth’. The
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interesting point to make here is Frantz’s ideas of
sexuality and aggression are inspired by the theories of
Freud but they are slightly different than the original
ideas of him. This difference is because of the different
societies they both lived in. Freud was born in a
patriarchal and a bourgeoisie family while Frantz was
born on a colonized island and was not part of the
ruling bourgeoisie. They both differed in their views of
culture and human nature. Frantz clearly states that
what Freud told about individual factor through
psychoanalysis is wrong. He says that black man’s
alienation is not an individual question but a question
of sociodiagnostics. Frantz’s critique of psychoanalysis
is clearly seen when he talks about Freud’s ‘Oedipus
complex’. He says that Oedipus complex cannot be
found in 97% families of Negroes because Negroes have
matriarchal structure and this is the only good part the
Antilleans can congratulate themselves for not having.
This rejection derives from the viewpoints of bringing
in the discussion of culture. Frantz defines human
psychology within the framework of socio-historical

coordinates. He says, ‘every neurosis, every abnormal
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manifestation, every affective erythrism ... is the
product of the cultural situation’ while Freud’s thesis
insists that neurosis is inherit in human condition.
Frantz’s notion of culture is inspiring and he defines
culture somehow similar to that of Cabral’s. He defines
culture as ‘the combination of motor and mental
behavior patterns arising from the encounter of man
with nature and with his fellow-men’. On one hand,
Frantz showed how black man’s encounter with white
man dehumanizes him in a colonial society, on the
other hand, he shows how struggle for liberation in an
oppressive society leads to creativity and opens paths of
transformation of culture while Freudian theory

negates man’s ability to transform nature and him.

Furthermore, Frantz also rejected Jung’s collective
unconscious in order to support his theory on black
man’s alienation. Jung has distinguished human psyche
into three levels; conscious, personal unconscious and
collective unconscious. According to Jung, personal
unconscious is the individual’s experiences that have

been repressed by childhood trauma or unresolved
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conflicts and collective unconscious is the reservoir of
primordial images which are from an ancestral image
which leads to prehumen ancestors. In Black Skin
White Mask, Frantz used Jung’s complexes and
collective unconscious to define Negroes inferiority.
For example, he used Jung’s Word Association Test
and interviewed 500 white people and in between used
the word Negro among other words. He experienced
that among 60% of the people, the word ‘Negro’
brought the image of savage, penis, animal, and devil.
Frantz concluded that Jung has had a very deep
experience of collective unconscious by going back to
childhood but he made a mistake because he went back
to childhood, the childhood of only European man.
According to Frantz, Jung has confused this European
man with man everywhere in the world. In fact, it is
believed that Jung’s racism was born from his personal
contacts with Negroes. That is why; Frantz inserted a
historical and cultural formulation in Jung’s
evolutionary theory. He introduces instinct and habit
in the collective unconscious. The instinct, he says, is

inborn and specific while habit is acquired and learned.
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The collective unconscious is not instinct but it is
acquired and learned. At this point, Frantz did not
ignore the biological factor but he emphasized that
social factor is more dominating which Jung has
intentionally ignored. From this socio-genetic
perspective, man’s collective praxis transforms nature,
reforms his environmental and biological resources,

dominates others and liberates him from repression.

More than Freud and Jung, Adler had a very profound
impact on Frantz’s psychology. In Black Skin White
Mask, one of the detailed chapters, The Negro and
Recognition, Frantz used Adler’s understanding human
nature and it seems that he was deeply impacted by the
philosophy of Adler. In fact, in the same book, Frantz
devoted a whole chapter to Negro and Adler. Frantz
used Adler’s formulation when he stated that ‘the white
man behaves toward the Negro as an older brother
reacts to the birth of a younger’. In addition, the Negro
is always in comparison with white man for his self-
validation and recognition. It seems that Negros in

order to recognize themselves show a dependency
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complex and that is why they are inferior. Until the
white man recognizes a black man, no matter what he
does, he is an inferior and doesn’t exist. According to
Adler, Negro feels an inferior because he reacts with a
superiority complex and somehow for sometimes it
seems that Frantz was satisfied with the justification
that Adler promoted. However, not so long ago, Frantz
realized that Adler had shaped a psychology of
individual, what Antillean or black man feels is not
about an Individual characteristic. It is not this
Antillean or that black man who feels inferior but this
is about Antillean society which has this neurotic
formation. The taint, he says, does not lie in soul but in
the complete environment. So, it is concluded that
Adler formulated his theories on the boundary of
families and siblings; he ignored the socio-historical
and cultural formation of a society in which family is
only a mediator. Frantz says, ‘All the facts that I have
noted are real, but, it should not be necessary to point
out, they have only a superficial connection with
Adlerian psychology. The Martinican does not compare

himself with the white man qua father, leader, God he

288



kg e

compares himself with his fellows against the [cultural]
pattern of the white man’. Throughout the writing of
Frantz, it can be seen that basic cause of black man’s
alienation is first socio-economic and then inequality

and violence.

Baloch and Racism

Frantz says that Jews are feared for their intellect and
they are considered to be dangerous for world economy
while Negroes are considered to be sexually dangerous
for the world. This in turn promotes inferiority in
Negroes and anti-Semitic perspective for the Jews.
However, intellect is something that is unseen and is
hidden; one cannot recognize a Jew because Jews look
white. On the other hand, Negroes have blackness and
their appearance is the proof of their Negritude. They
cannot skip inferiority because they cannot hide their
body and they blackness. If we look at the same image
and apply it on Baloch land, we see no inferiority in

Baloch because he looks well. He is not less than his
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colonizer in terms of appearance and intellect. He is
good-looking, a carrier of a civilization, a master of a
great culture, an owner of a rich land and above all a
reader and a conscious being. What Frantz experienced
on his land is totally opposite on Baloch land. Baloch
sees his colonizer an inferior being and a slave of West.
It is believed that on a colonized land, the best place to
promote inferiority is the site of educational
institutions of the colonizer. The colonizer and his
officials have the mission of convincing the colonized
in the classroom of their inferiority. Because the
colonizer wants to forge the history and culture of the
colonized, she produces texts and books to propagate
misrepresentations and misconceptions for the
colonized and the colonizer mass. The common man
from the colonizer trusts the author and believes what
is written is true without knowledge of those who are
colonized. This mission is best reflected in the texts of
Antonio Gramsci, who sees the institutions of the
ruling power to maintain hegemony on the colonizer
and the colonized both. Edward Said’s work is also

based on the authenticity of text and the range of
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authority it carries. The ‘other’ does want to introduce
such a narrative among native Baloch about later being
inferior and former being civilized. When the ‘other’
sees a Baloch, he is afraid of him and has serious
doubts about Baloch being a total human. It is as if the
‘other’ has a kind of nausea when he encounters with
Baloch. I will take two cases of how racism in
educational institutions of Punjab is promoted where
Baloch students in large number take admission for
their educational degrees and a general case that speaks

of the perspective how sex is viewed in Baloch society.
Case- A

Two students, S.....and H...., take admission in the
department of Psychology in Punjab. S misses the
starting classes while H in the beginning of the
semester joins the class in order not to miss any
important topic. A teacher asks if the strength of the
class is this number and all students are present. H
stands up and tells the teacher that a Baloch student is
missing and that he will join in the next week. A

discussion rises where students begin to protest that
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their class is a perfect class without any other so called
Baloch student. They believed that a Baloch student
would destroy their peace in the class. Before they knew
S, they shaped an image of S. They thought that S is a
Baloch and that he is wearing clothes that are long in
meters, possessing a sword, a long cloth on his head
with long hair and a knife in his pockets. They
imagined S to be someone who doesn’t know of city
and lives in a village far from development. S, in their
perspective, was a barbarian, a man with wild habits.
When S joins the class, all their perceptions change.
They are surprised with someone who looks like them,
even more civilized than they are, and knows of things
they hear for the first time by their teacher. This is
actually surprising that a perception that they had in
their minds was a makeup from those who they were
around and read texts by those who want to print
misconceptions into their minds. Although, they had
never visited Baluchistan and never talked to a Baloch,
they had perceived someone to be a Baloch that only
exists in the texts. This racism is intentional; it is

designed for the purpose of making Baloch look like a
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wild creature and someone who knows nothing except
war and battles. Since S was an intelligent student, he
knew how to do his job; he was a topper in his class.
After some time, students approach H and ask her
questions in order to forward them to S to answer
them. S becomes surprised of how he looks, they rather
than approaching his own self ask someone else in
order to answer their questions and clear their concepts
of some topics. S approaches these students and asks
their problem of not approaching him directly. They
say they were afraid because they thought he could not
be friendly because his nature is wild and his behavior
is harsh. With the passage of time, the same students
sit, discuss and maintain a friendly bond with S and
they admit how misconceived they were about how a

Baloch can be.

This kind of racism is promoted though the texts
produced intentionally by The Great Britain before the
Baluchistan got its independence on 11" August 1947,
and after it was occupied by Pakistan on 23" March

1948.
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S...... is a student of English Literature in one of the
universities of Pakistan. The teachers deal S in a way as
if he is always being compromised. He is given special
treatment from the other students of the class. He took
his final papers and the papers were shown to the
students. The teacher calls S in front of the class and
tells the other students to learn from S who is from
Baluchistan and yet scoring full marks in English. In
the other papers, his score was low but the teacher tells
S; because he is from Baluchistan, he is given enough
numbers to pass his paper. S knows that among the
other students of his class, the teacher doesn’t pass any
other student who are short in two or three marks but
adds five marks in order that S gets promoted. Despite
knowing how weak S is in this subject, he willingly
accepts the marks he doesn’t deserve. Now, this is kind
of racism that the ‘other’ promotes and Baloch accepts.
First, just like other students, S.... can top in one
subject and can fail in the other. But, presenting him in

front of a class and passing racial comments is one
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thing, and the other thing is the way Baloch accepts this
appreciation which is racist in nature. Second, Baloch
should not accept rewards without doing his
homework. He must always know his strengths and
weaknesses and learn to know where he is being fooled.
This act of racism is also promoted in educational
institutions and it is warmly accepted by the Baloch

around the circle.
Case-C

According to Fanon, to look and understand the nature
of racism of a society, the sexual phenomenon must be
kept on top priority to analyze. First, we will be looking
at the behavior of Baloch men towards the women of
other community. As a student, I have been among
men and observed their behavior in this perspective.
Ninety nine out of hundred men prefer to sleep with
other women. Mostly, men who are studying in outer
Baluchistan prefer to sleep with other women for
various reasons. First, these men think that to sleep
with other women is to take revenge of being colonized

by them for years. What they actually want to do is to
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pour out the frustration of colonialism by sleeping with
other women. However foolish may the reason may be,
Baloch teenager is sexually frustrated and this
frustration is limited to the reasons of being colonized.
But, to sleep with other women is never an act of

revenge of being colonized.

Second, the behavior of Baloch woman towards men
from other community is also alarming. I interviewed
some of my personal friends in order to know what
they thought about being with men from other
community. Actually, they thought men from other
community are handsome, smart, clean and an owner
of a nice personality, so they are attracted to other men
more than Baloch men. They, however, also have
reservations about security. They believe that to be with
other men is to be safe from bullying, blackmail, and
rumors which is usually common in Baloch society. ‘To
be with a man from one’s own community is to dig
holes for other men to talk about her respect and
family authenticity’, one of them said. For women to be

with a man, her respect and security is on top of the
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line. Baloch woman feels insecure in her own
community because of a conservative perspective the

society keeps.

However, this case is limited to some observations and
needs deep research in order to come to better

conclusions.
Master-Slave Dialect

Master-slave dialect is invented by Hegel and
philosophers like Karl Marx, Jean-Paul Sartre, Frantz
and many others were influenced by this dialect. Frantz
was a keen reader of Sartre and Sartre’s book, Anti-
Semitic and Jew, was inspired by Hegel’s dialect which
Frantz interestingly studied. In fact, Hegel’s master-
slave dialect, it is believed, is misinterpreted by
Hegelians and what actually Hegel means from this
dialect is nowhere mentioned in any literature. Hegel
presented the details of the dialect in his book, The
Phenomenology of the mind. According to Hegel, man
becomes conscious of himself through the recognition

by the other. The one who is recognized becomes the
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master while the one who recognizes becomes the slave.
The master, according to Hegelians, since is a man who
doesn’t work and gives orders and is served loses his
authentic value and becomes the prey of an existential
crisis. On the other hand, the slave who is consistently
working and is transforming nature and himself is
motivated and he gains the essence of subjectivity.
From this perspective, it is not the master who is self-
actualized but the slave who is putting his efforts
consistently. It happens so the master who the slave
recognizes loses his authentic value because he
transforms the slave into a mere object, someone whose
views and perspective do not matter. That is why the
master, Hegelians say, is a prisoner in his own making.
In other words, slave is a worker and reformer, he
knowing that the master can be killed works to change
his situation and is a conscious being. This slave with
so much potential and efforts overcomes the fear of
death and becomes revolutionary. His work creates a
non-natural, historical and cultural world. However,
the conflict arises when Hegelians say this master-slave

dialect takes birth from the will of both, the master and
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the slave. Hegel says, ‘if a man is a slave, his own will is
responsible for his slavery, just as it is its will which is
responsible if a people is subjugated. Hence the wrong
of slavery lies at the door not simply of enslavers or
conquerors but of the slaves and the conquered
themselves’. Frantz in his book, Black Skin White
Mask, speaks of ‘The Negro and Hegel’ in which he
takes benefit of Hegel’s master-slave dialect and
reformulates it. Frantz says, in a colonized land,
master-slave dialect is very different from the theory
that Hegel formulates it. In a colonized land, the
colonized is not given any opportunity to recognize
himself. His history is abrogated and his culture is
reformed to support the colonization of the colonizer.
The colonized on his land is a confused personality; he
is put into such a status that he doesn’t know his own
self. His thoughts are controlled and he lives like the
lives of those who are fatalistic. Frantz emphasizes that
in order for the slave to overcome his slavery and his
savage condition and become free, it is necessary for
the slave to risk his life. He gives the example of black

American and French Antilleans. He says that the
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freedom that French Antilleans get is a freedom served
by the white from their own wills. This freedom is not
fought for by the Antilleans and it is limited and given
to the Antilleans as long as the white man wants to
provide it to them and that is why this freedom is not
worth getting. On the other hand, black American man
sheds blood and struggles to gain freedom and that is
why they become free from their own will and they
become conscious of their actions and reflections. The
Antillean is granted permission to sit at the white
man’s table and dine with and he knows not the value
of freedom and black American battles and is battled.
Thus, Frantz concludes that Hegel ignored many
aspects of master-slave dialects such as its role in
colonialism and he is also mistaken to apply his dialects
between a white and a black man. Also, because Hegel
was himself a master and used to keep slaves, most of
his theory, it is believed, is for his self-justification of

keeping slaves and being a master.

Moreover, Octave Mannoni had formulated his kind of

master-slave  dialect and justified colonialism
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throughout the world which Frantz criticized in his
book, The Black Skin White Mask. Many authors say
that Mannoni had a very deep analysis of the dialect
and produced interesting conclusions. His theory is
based on two main terms, ‘inferiority complex’ and
‘dependency complex’ of the colonizer and the
colonized respectively. In fact, Mannoni studied the
behavior of Malagasy and then applied it on
colonialism in general. The title of his book, Prospero
and Caliban, are two characters taken from
Shakespeare’s play, The Tempest. Prospero, the duke of
Milan, travels to an island where people are dirty and
savage and they know nothing of civilization and their
habits are habits of animals. He introduces knowledge,
authority and reason to the people and enforces his will
on others and controls them. On the other hand,
Caliban is son of a devil and a witch. He doesn’t have
mental capacity to gain physical education and is a
savage. His ambition is to kill Prospero and rape his
daughter, Miranda, who symbolizes beauty and
innocence. Mannoni was very anxious to know the

realistic picture of the colonization and the truth why
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Europeans travelled so far to colonize other lands of
other people living in it. According to Mannoni, for
economic and political dominance to occur, there is a
condition of psychological preparation for both the
colonizer and the colonized. The Europeans and those
that they colonized were psychologically prepared
before long the colonization took place. To support his
theory of dependency complex, he discussed the
behavior of the Malagasy who showed a dependent
behavior. A favor done to Malagasy is without
gratitude, they show and expect more such favors from
the provider. Mannoni says, ‘In fact, gifts which the
Malagasy first accepts, then asks for, and finally ... even
demands, are simply the outward and visible signs of
this reassuring relationship of dependence’. Since,
gratitude only exists between persons who are equal
and autonomous, so it is foolish to expect gratitude
from a dependent Malagasy. He also considers the
threat of abandonment which the Malagasy show in
order to complete their natural needs to depend on
colonial domination. So, he says that whenever Europe

found colonies, they were psychologically expected and
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demanded by the colonized. Other than dependency
complex, Mannoni keeps his theory on inferiority
complex of the colonizer. He says that Europeans feel
inferior and their inferiority leads them to distant
lands to rule and their technological and cultural
development is also based on inferiority. He also
distinguishes the inferiority of the colonized and the
colonizer. The former he says is superfluous while the
latter is coming from unconscious, something that is
rooted in history. He further adds that before
colonialism the trait of inferiority existed in the
Europeans and for the support of his argument he
mentions Shakespeare and Defoe models of Prospero
and Caliban who were not other than their own
personalities which exemplify European character.
Frantz does not have a very special criticism of
Mannoni from the theory he keeps. However, in ‘Black
Skin White Mask’, Frantz, keeping in view the theory of
Mannoni, dedicates a detailed description on the work
of Mannoni and his book, The Psychology of
Colonization. He says that dependency complex is not a

condition available before colonialism; dependency
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complex is the result of colonialism. He also accuses the
overall European civilization for colonialism and says
every member of European civilization is responsible
for racism and colonialism. He praises the
psychological theory of Mannoni but says that it
contains a colonial ideology and is full of falsehoods.
Frantz says that only black people understand the
problem of racism, Mannoni, who writes from an
objective position and is white doesn’t understand what
results of racism are produced when a black man
encounters with a white man. When white people
arrived on the lands of Malagasy and found that they
were less humans is rubbish and he says before the
white man arrived there, Malagasy people did have a
way of living and that was their civilization. Mannoni
had failed to describe the psychological behavior of
Malagasy and he also couldn’t think of what Malagasy
people could be when the white man leaves their land.
In contrast when white man arrives, they produce a
sense of inferiority and dependency and this makes the
colonized feel less human and they will have the desire

of getting white. So, he concludes that dependency and
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inferiority complex do not exist long Dbefore
colonialism; the act of dominating people produces
such behavior in the psychological behaviors of the
colonized and the colonizer. Frantz says that Mannoni
had failed to discuss the nature of colonial domination
in which when the black man is dominated, he fails to
exist and there is no way of him being conscious of
himself and his pre-colonial times. Therefore, the
intellectual work of Mannoni is honest but he fails to
understand the psychological condition of pre-colonial
and post-colonial times of those who are dominated

and those who dominate.
Destruction and Construction of Self

Fanon quotes, ‘Decolonization is always a violent act’.
It is a historical fact that whenever a colonizer
colonizes a land and her natives, the natives on the first
hour of the occupation begin to rebel in order to
safeguard their sovereignty. However, it is usually
witnessed that the colonizer is usually prepared to
invade and is powerful in the occupation of the land;

the native’s resistance is gradual in its process which in
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the end no doubt succeeds given the resources available.
This occupation is forced through violence and never
happens on dialogues since the natives never wish to
have settlers as rulers in their lands. Thus, the colonizer
always uses force and implements violence to occupy
the land of the natives. So, the natives for the
decolonization of the land and their own selves have no
other option but to use violence against violence of the
colonizer to regain their land and secure their identity.
This violence that the natives implant in order to
humanize their land is more violent than the
colonizer’s. In order to remind myself and that of the
reader, ‘decolonization is in fact substitution of one
species of mankind by another’. This substitution of
species is of the colonizer by the colonized. The
argument from Fanon that, ‘Decolonization is always a
historical process’ is very much controversial and
confusing. Fanon doesn’t wish to see past as a reason
for the actions to take place in present rather he
suggests the people should be conscious in present and
the revolution should be the catalyst of every action

taken in order to confront the colonialists. In a sense,
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this can be adjusted with the argument that Nietzsche
had passed. Nietzsche says that the man is ‘unhistorical
and anti-historical’. What he meant in the deep sense of
the phrase is if the knowledge of the past is paralyzing
and weakens the man, then the man must unlearn his
past and forget what was in order to see what is to be.
However, Fanon might have used decolonization as an
historical process because in order to free their land
from the settler, the native must use ‘Monumental
history’ of Nietzsche which is not about certain events
but the effects of those events in order to confront the
present. This history suggests that they were a free
people on their land and that they had their sovereign
state, their culture, their language, their traditions and
the colonizer had used force to replace everything with
their subjugated violence. In case, the colonized man
doesn’t find a subject in himself free of colonization,
then he must invent one. When the process of
decolonization begins, it never goes unnoticed, people
are always conscious of their state and they begin to
spectate that a change is beginning to take place. The

call of the decolonization is very urgent and it asks for

307



kg e

the colonized subject to be first who in every sphere of
life is last on a colonized land. In simple words, ‘The
last shall be first and the first last’ is the verification of

decolonization.

Furthermore, the colonial world is divided into two
compartments. The dividing line is represented by
‘barracks and military stations’. One of the two sectors
belongs to the natives and the other belongs to the
settlers. In the colonial context, these sectors do not
need definition by appearance since one can guess what
the sector of the natives may look like as compared to
that of settler’s. The sector of the colonized is a ‘shanty
town’ where one is born anywhere anytime and one
dies anywhere anytime due to anything. Everything is
destroyed and everything looks horrible. While the
sector of settler is full furnished and where everything
is systemized. In settler’s sector, everything is made of
steel and leather and lasts for long, even the people.
The natives are very convinced by the appearance of the
settler’s sector and they have this long desire for taking

the place of the settler or they wish to shift their
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families from the sector of the native to the sector of
the settler since there, everything lasts for a long time.
However, a large part of native population is
untouched and never wishes to be like settler but they
struggle for unity, struggle and liberation. This class
wages violence against the colonial world and this
violence is not different than the violence that the
colonizer had been using to intact its power on the
native since the first day of the occupation. Fanon
quotes,” Challenging the colonial world is not a
rational confrontation of viewpoints. It is not a
discourse on the universal, but the impassioned claim
by the colonized that their world is fundamentally
different”. The conscious native knows and is aware of
the position he holds and knows his history, his culture,
his wars, his traditions, his people and his land, that is
why he begins to preach to the people how different
they are from those that have occupied their land.
However, when the colonial context gets notice of the
people’s behavior towards their domination, then they
begin to take measures for protecting their dominancy.

They try to abrogate the culture of the natives and
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make them feel how uncivilized the natives are. They
will nevertheless introduce their own culture and pour
into the minds of the natives that they have a chance to
become civilized if they adopt the culture and system of
the colonizer. In this whole process, the colonized
individual becomes the victim of ‘dualism’ and doesn’t
know which approach to gain and which approach to
lose. Because in him now exists two approaches, the
original approach which is his own and the approach
that is not his own but that of the colonizer put. In this
state, the native becomes confused but it also is a fact
that the original approach in the native’s original body
doesn’t become demolished completely. In this essence,
certain intellectuals from native class enroll themselves
with the colonizer in order to develop their status. For
these part of intellectuals, their people, their mass,
becomes a blurred mass. They make decisions without
asking the people though the decisions made concern
the people and their land. In simple words, this part of
the people is infected with a disease which Fanon calls,
‘Incurable desire for permanent identification with

West’. To be more specific, all they care about is they
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and thus they are inspired by their Individualism. In a
way, these intellectuals become spokesperson for the
people and in effect they want to eradicate the violence
that the people have waged for liberation. Without the
knowledge of the people, they are in the misconception
that peace will be restored on the land of the colonized.
The conscious people, the people that have stood up
against violence to reply to the colonizer with the
violence are aware that peace will not be restored until
the colonizer is out of their land. They do not want to
coexist with the settlers that have occupied their land
with force and they also understand that violence only
pays. In ‘Towards African Revolution’, Fanon explains
that FLN’s (Algeria’s Liberation Party) ‘lack of
knowledge’ of how to speak to French colonizer did not
want to achieve a decolonization of Algeria in their
relaxation terms. What FLN wanted was to take destiny
in their own hands, to decide for their own selves. To
wait for the sympathy of the colonizer is to be
unwilling or incapable of liberating one’s own self.
Such decolonization would have switched from

colonialism to new colonialism. The conscious people
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take destiny in their own hands because they know that
the land is theirs and they will only regain it through

violence.

Fanon quotes, ‘the most essential value, because it is
the most meaningful, is first and foremost land: the
land which must provide bread and naturally, dignity”.
Dependency on land as the main source of life allows
for a spirit of fighting. In this sense, land is not an
object to be seized, or a property to be owed, land is
life, in the wildest sense of the word and it that which
carries and nourishes life. During the liberation
movement upsurge, various people, people that belong
to elite class, form union councils and nationalist
parties to divert the mass from their cause. These
parties make pact with colonial context and the
colonizer enforces commands on them to end this
violence. They speak to the people and create desires in
them in the name of employment and development.
They introduce jobs and flourish infrastructure in the
cities of the natives for a time in order to create an

image in front of the people that they are getting their
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part, and that the colonizer is developing them. In fact,
the parties and the people that follow these parties are
not aware of the reality that what they are getting is
just because of the violence that the liberation
movement has waged against the colonizer. This is not
end, the people that have stood like barriers for the
colonizer do not stop attacking the colonizer in the
name of development since they are aware that they
cannot exist under one roof with the colonizer and that
until the colonizer leaves their land, they will not stop
this movement. The nationalist parties are crushed and
asked again and again by the colonizer to stop their
people which they do not understand that they are not
their people; they are people of their land. The
nationalist parties at a point become fed up with this
system and tell the colonizer in straight words that they
cannot stop this war since these people are fighting for
their land which is first and foremost their dignity.
These parties begin to chant the slogans of peace but
deep inside they know violence and only violence pays
the colonized subject since this subject was occupied

with violence and force. It is understandable that
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people on a colonized land are divided and are thirsty
for power. The colonized intellectual and the colonizer,
both are not free in their being and always desire more
power to oppress the other subject. Foucault says
‘wherever there are power relations; there is the
possibility of resistance because if there were no
possibility of resistance, there would be no power
relations at all’. He also says it is only in a state of
domination that this is not the case. The situation of
domination blocks the mobile strategies and freezes
them. What domination means is the blockage of
mobilization of a field of power by military, economic
and political means. In such cases, practice of freedom
and power relations do not exist and liberation
becomes the ultimate political and historical condition
for freedom. This liberation from the domination is a
condition for freedom and it is not the freedom itself.
Those who are dominating are also incapable of
practicing freedom, because dominating others is to
become the slave of the self for the long lasting desires

of the self.
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Furthermore, the colonized subject applies different
tactics to attack the colonizer. This colonized subject
knows every part of his land and is available in every
part of his land. The colonizer in response becomes
mad and transfers thousands of soldiers on the natives’
land and erects various checkpoints for the colonized
subjects. Before the liberation movement is launched,
the people who launch it are in fact part of the parties
and they in their attempts try to follow the parties to
solve the problem of their sovereignty. Years of
disappointment lead them to villages and there they get
to know that a large part of population is unaffected by
this so called power structure of the colonizer. They try
to bring consciousness to people of the villages first
and foremost because these people are not corrupt like
the people that live in the cities. The people of the cities
run behind status quo and the colonizer has
successfully forged their traditions and culture and
makes them westernized. However, people living in
villages keep their culture and their traditions alive
since they are pure native and are unreachable by the

colonizer. These people for the dignity of land group

315



kg e

as one and wage guerrilla war against the colonizer.
They sacrifice their lives and their belongings for the
cause of the movement. People who are part of the
movement are supported by the natives living in
villages, they provide them information and logistics
available. Gradually, they move to the cities and attack
the colonizer where it is strongest. In this way, the
people of the city become aware of their cause and join
the liberation movement. These people are ready for
taking every step that becomes a reason of disadvantage
for the colonizer. They are ready to give their lives even
without thinking for a second. This colonized subject
knows that he is fighting a war of liberation and this
war shall liberate him and his upcoming generation.
The destiny does not convince him of his sacrifice, he
knows that he will be dead, he knows he was dead by
the time he joined the liberation movement. But, this
movement, this war and this violence that he wages
against the colonial context is freeing himself in every
second of the movement. He knows that his family can
be killed and his wife will be raped. He sees everything

with open eyes and he also sees the nationalist parties
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forming commissions for justice. But, for the colonized
subject, these commissions of justice do not exist and
that violence alone can pay justice to the colonized. In
fact, it must be kept in mind that people that join the
liberation movement do not do this on the basis of
revenge or their emotions. No, that is not enough; land,
culture, traditions, freedom and sovereignty are the
causes that he stands for. We should know that this
individual, the colonized individual, is not a common

creature, he is a creature in politics on the colonized

land.

In addition, Fanon speaks of communist and leftist
parties and their roles during the liberation movement.
All of these parties in the beginning of the struggle
shower the slogans of freedom and equality but when
the movement becomes too violent, the parties start to
propagate that they have nothing to do with the
movement. It is pretty much clear for the natives that
what they are fighting for is not a social change, it is a
war against colonialism, and this war is not about

capitalism and communism. And it depends upon the
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leaders and mass of the revolution to choose their
mode of production after independence of the land is
gained through struggle and violence. Moreover,
violence is the only way to liberate and decolonize a
land that had been colonized for years anywhere in the
world. Because the colonizer understands the language
of the force, it is necessary for natives to pick up arms
against arms. In this process of decolonization, there
are two very basic points that are worthy to be noted.
First, this process is for the liberation of the land and
every single colonized subject that had been influenced
by the tactics of the colonized and secondly, this
process of decolonization is the main tool to humanize
the colonized subject and the colonizer that have both
lost their humanization in the process of colonialism.
Thus, violence, force, arms, weapons and blood may
sound today the end of the humanism but the fact the
humanitarians have gone through this process to gain
their humanity is lost. Every war and every tool of
violence on a colonized land is used for humanity and a
native’s humanity on a colonized land is his weapon

that he picks up against the oppressor.
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Moreover, Frantz notes that for a colonized people,
culture and its traditions are very important to wage
violence against the colonizer. It is important the
colonized people understand that their culture and
history have been distorted by the colonizer long ago
from the point when their land was occupied. Usually,
it happens that the intellectuals on the native land have
the idea of losing oneself in the culture of the civilized,
the way colonizer calls itself, is far more satisfying for
them. However, it so not happens with the conscious
native mass that has waged violence against the
colonizer. He knows that it might happen that their
history and their culture are not so civilized and that
the traditions and practice of their culture looks savage
in the eyes of the outside but they, they must accept it
and they must adopt it in their lives. Because the
culture of the native is the culture of the native and not
someone else’s, not of settler’s, so he , the native
conscious man, must be proud to accept the words like
‘savage’ and ‘nigger’, since these words are closed
within their culture. In other words, the culture and

traditions that native man had before their land was
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occupied, it looks like the man should understand that
those traditions and culture might not apply to the
present time when the war is waged and the violence is
erupting in every corner of the colonized land. It is
important the people realize that war changes
traditions and some form of culture. Such as, a culture
might be famous for its non-violent acts when was the
land was independent but it is not necessary people
should adopt the same mode of non-violence during
the liberation movement. Furthermore, the colonizer
uses various tactics to abrogate the culture of the native
people using its different institutions. During the
liberation movement, the colonized subject will have to
understand that he has to reintroduce the culture of the
people to the people. Known to the people that culture
brings consciousness to people and it brings awareness
of their history and traditions that have reshaped by
the colonizer. Frantz says if culture is directly linked to
the consciousness of the people then it is important we
understand he quotes, “If culture is the expression of
the national consciousness, I shall have no hesitation in

saying, in the case in point, that national consciousness
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is the highest form of culture”. This is true, true
because during the liberation movement, the people
need consciousness, consciousness that arouses them
and motivates them to pick up arms against the

colonizer.
Conclusion

Frantz’s life experiences and his practical encounter
with racism and colonialism gave him the courage to
formulate a new approach, an approach that leads to a
new humanism. The first and foremost problem that he
talked about is recognition. How is a being a human
being if he is not recognized? The white man treated
black as a tool for his development and used his
resources to create Europe. Frantz wanted to create a
world where every human being is respected and
recognized no matter what color he is and what land
and people he belongs to. With the passage of time,
Frantz understood that this mutual recognition of
nations without any boundary is not possible until
colonialism flourishes and people are dominated. With

his keen observation in Algeria, he formulated his
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theory on decolonization and violence. It is
understandable that Frantz today is called an apostle of
violence because he was aggressive and this aggression
no doubt is created in any land that is colonized.
Because a colonized land is occupied forcefully, the
settler cannot leave the land until his violence is
encountered with more violence from the colonized.
Frantz was a soldier in World War II, he was in Algeria
when the Algerian insurrection broke in, and he was
also an active member of FLN. He was a psychiatrist
and treated war patients. He knew the terrors of war
and yet formulated such a horrifying, the word that
many humanitarians use, theory of decolonization. So,
it is clear what he was doing and knew the
consequences and found no other way of
decolonization except more violence and more arms
against a colonizer. Frantz understood that on a
colonized land, there will be plenty of cases of mental
illness due to violence and war, and that is why he
concluded that decolonization and violence is the only
cure of those mental illnesses and neurosis that are

witnessed on a colonized land.
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Today, Frantz is known as an anti-colonial theorist and
is recognized throughout the world without
considering his color of skin. He struggled for
recognition and put in his efforts to abolish French
colonialism in Algeria. There are various memorials in
different countries and continents. These include a
Frantz Fanon school and hospital in Algeria, a Frantz
Fanon Center in Milan, Italy, a Frantz Fanon Research
and Development Center and a Frantz Fanon school in
Los Angles, California, a Fanon institute of Research in
Boston and many more. Frantz lived his life for a cause
and this cause was for his people, for justice and
liberty. With his death, he gave us the message for
being the slaves of a cause which Frantz’s readers need

to dig and apply.

o o2
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Cadet colleges are Colonial Policy of

Pakistan
Sagar Baloch

Colonization has been defined by various
scholars and writers from their own perspectives. It has
many effects on the psyche of colonized people. To
convert the psyche of the oppressed nation, colonizers
always use educational institutions as a tool. The
educational institutions in colonial management are
not for education or knowledge but for sustaining
systematic exploitation. This approach is common for
any colonizer in colonized states (the so-called third
world/developing countries). As conscious students, we

must know about such tactics of the colonizers.

Let's come to the point, which is the "Cadet College
Policy." Currently, there are many cadet colleges in
Pakistan: approximately 9 in Sindh, out of which 3 are
only in Karachi, and among those, there are Girls

Cadet colleges. Following the policy applied mainly in
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Balochistan, there are now around 10 cadet colleges
across Balochistan, including a female Cadet college in
Turbat (Kech) and a boys Cadet college in Jahoo

(Awaran) and Kharan.

One thing should be clear. If cadet colleges are for the
progress or education of nations, why does Jahoo have
no electricity, mobile networks (other than one), better
roads, etc., and, more importantly, no other Degree or
Inter Colleges or good High/Middle schools? Similarly,
the Cadet College in Kharan is for providing education,
but other types of institutions are in short supply, as a
sub-campus of Balochistan University has been shut
down, and the related authorities have failed to make
the university active there. They are paying no
attention to this. But a cadet college is becoming active.
As a result, Turbat and Panjgur are being pushed
towards religious extremism, but a female cadet college

has received no attention from religious groups.

A reliable source has confirmed that the cadet college
in Ormara is a Navy Base, which is extensive and fully

sealed. This is a clear indication that such colleges are
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not for educational purposes. Now the motive and
objectives of all these cadet colleges are undoubtedly to
transform the mindsets and create a Pakistani psyche

among the Baloch.

The cadet colleges in any city of Pakistan are only for
converting the mentality and psychology of the
students, especially Baloch students. These cadet
colleges have previously been built in different cities
other than Balochistan, where Baloch students have
been admitted to convince the Baloch students and the
Baloch nation that the Pakistani government (the
oppressor of the Baloch nation) has provided them
with educational opportunities and is moving forward
to provide such facilities. Baloch students are
continuously striving to get admitted unconsciously or
subconsciously. Later, cadet colleges have been built in
different places in Balochistan and are still under

construction at a rapid pace.

We, as a nation, are taking it as a system of education
or a right to have. But students who have not attended

cadet colleges are quite unaware of the intentions
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behind their establishment. Students who have
attended are thoroughly aware. Cadet colleges,
anywhere, are indeed taxing to create a favorable image
of the Pakistani Army as a well-wisher or supporter of

the Baloch nation.

We are well aware of the army's personal involvement
in massacres, disappearances, killings, and dumping of
Baloch, including students. But cadet colleges are at the
forefront of furthering the Baloch genocide by the
army through various programs and narratives that
portray the army as a sympathizer of the Baloch. The
programs organized by cadet colleges are meant to
elevate the army as a highly respected institution,
asserting that nothing is above them, and nothing is

better than them.

Efforts are being made in cadet colleges to develop an
acceptance of the Pakistani Army and to cultivate a
sense of being a part of it (as the National Army),

which is nothing but an illusion.
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One common and dangerous element in cadet colleges
is the "dictatorship mindset" among students. This
mindset fosters self-importance and self-priority, which
is inappropriate for any nation. Baloch as a nation
must avoid getting admission to such institutions like
cadet colleges. My intention is not to discourage Baloch
students from education, but as a conscious individual,
we must examine the side effects of these institutional

policies.

Colonizers, at any time and in any place, attempt to
create a distinction between them and the natives based
on color, culture, language, history, and civilization.
They portray themselves as superior and powerful. As
we read in textbooks, the definition of the Baloch
nation is: "An Abyssinian nation living on the banks of

the Indus River known as Baloch."

In cadet colleges, you will be treated the same way.
While they might say that we are brothers of one
another, in their educational institutions, especially in
cadet colleges, they work to degrade your way of

dressing, your speaking styles, and even your gestures
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will be judged. Your eating habits will irritate them,

and they will look at you with disdain and enmity.

Regarding your language, they will continuously
belittle the language you naturally speak as a backward
one. They will tell you, "It is not a language of any
high-level institution." The language for which nations
are willing to sacrifice their lives, the language for
which Americans and Europeans colonized oppressed
nations and imposed their own as a means of
communication and academic language will be
demeaned in such places. They will tell you, "Learn a
better language, not your backward language that no
one understands. So, why should we speak it?" The way
they treat you is completely heinous and ridiculous.
They impose their language, including foreign
languages, on you. These tactics are part of the legacy
of colonizers, who implemented such policies to impose
their language on the world. Pakistan follows a
colonizer's policy to maintain control over warm

waters.
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As a nation, we are learning and constructing our own
language, history, and ideas. We must not allow anyone
to interfere with our language and culture. We must
not allow anyone to impose their thoughts and ideas on
us and should not let them shape our views and ideas

according to their desires.

These are all colonial policies applied to wus. The
establishment of cadet colleges is not intended to create
a good educational environment but to develop a
mindset that unquestionably accepts the colonizers and

their presence on our land as legitimate.

As previously discussed, in Balochistan, where there are
no government institutions to provide better education,
cadet colleges have been constructed. Their treatment
of the Baloch people is inhumane. They ridicule your
language and speech more than you can imagine. Their
way of imposing their language is entirely different and

needs to be understood.
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We must avoid seeking admission in cadet colleges,
which strengthen and support colonial policies more

than anything else.

Colonizers, who apply various strategies for the
sustainability of their rule and the regime in the
natives' region, will use various methods to enhance
their power, exploitation, and national genocide. For
this purpose, as discussed before, their main tool is

educational institutions, particularly cadet colleges.

The way they manipulate your mindset and behavior in
cadet colleges is quite different. They will always negate
your culture, your dress, and all indigenous behaviors.
The purpose of this is clear: to make you prefer their
culture and civilization as the best one, and to make
you abandon your own culture and identity, further

acknowledging their occupation.

Today is the 21st century, but you will still be treated as
a slave from the 17th century when your presence as a
Baloch in the cadet colleges is seen as an

acknowledgment of their power and civilization over
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you and your people. This is a clever tactic aimed at
making your mindset believe that the Army (Pakistan
Army) is the only National Army. They may Kill,
kidnap, and threaten anyone, and it is considered right

to do so.

A cadet in college will never sever connections from the
Pakistani Army, which is a murderous force in any way.
Likewise, the Baloch themselves, after becoming part of
the Army due to the strong influence of cadet colleges,
will play a role in the genocide of their own nation. We
have closely observed all the policies and procedures of

cadet colleges.

A true ideological person and a true member of the
nation will never participate in the genocide of their
own people. As a conscious nation, we must avoid
seeking admission in cadet colleges and ensure that
none of our family members do. This is not about
avoiding education but refusing to legitimize the
army's mass killings of the Baloch nation and the

looting of Baloch resources.
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If we become part of oppression and barbarism, it will
affect the genuine Baloch struggle and cause. As a
nation, we must vehemently condemn the construction
of cadet colleges in Balochistan, not just for the future,
but also scrutinize the existing cadet colleges to
understand the reality. These institutions are clearly
not meant for providing education but for advancing

the occupation without any resistance.

As mentioned before, there are various ways in which
the colonizing state manipulates people's mindsets and
behavior through educational institutions, especially

cadet colleges.

Now, let's discuss the daily routine of cadet colleges,
which they refer to as SOPs. These so-called SOPs not
only take away your personal freedom but your entire

youth.

In the initial days, from the workers to the Adjutant
and Principal, everyone in the cadet college will treat
you as an uncivilized and ignorant person who knows

nothing. These behaviors are not faced by everyone, but
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only if you are a Baloch. You may have to wake up at 4
o'clock in the morning, change your clothes several
times throughout the day, and perform various tasks
for senior cadets, including washing their clothes,
socks, vests, shoe polishing, and pressing their

uniforms.

This is the corrupt and oppressive system of cadet
colleges. Baloch students, in particular, are often
punished inhumanely and severely, not only by
teachers, the adjutant, principal, and instructors but

also by senior cadets.

After waking up early in the morning, there are some
formalities, including an assembly where you are
compelled to recite the Pakistan national anthem. The
entire cadet college, including the mess staff and fellow
cadets, will always see you as unpatriotic or even a
terrorist. While it's true that a true Baloch will never be
patriotic toward Pakistan, in their eyes, the only way to

show love for Pakistan is through patriotism.
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They will continuously treat you in a way that leaves no
place for a Baloch to receive an education in these
institutes like cadet colleges. The identity of a Baloch is
above all, and if it's taken away without resistance, then
we no longer deserve to live. Protecting our national

identity means struggling to live.

o o2
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Balochistan: an unending tale of

atrocities
Bahar Baloch

The heart-wrenching saga of atrocities
committed in Balochistan is a deeply troubling chapter
in contemporary history that demands unwavering
attention and concerted efforts for justice. Balochistan,
a resource-rich region located in southwestern Asia, has
been gripped by a long-standing and brutal conflict
that has resulted in countless human rights violations,
loss of lives, and widespread suffering. The people of
Balochistan, whose history is marked by a rich cultural
heritage and a desire for self-determination, have faced
relentless oppression at the hands of the Pakistani state.
This introduction aims to shed light on the
multifaceted dimensions of the atrocities witnessed in
Balochistan, spanning issues such as enforced
disappearances of both man and woman political,

social, and educational activists, extrajudicial killings,
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exploitation of its unbounded natural resources, and
the iron-handed suppression of dissenting voices. By
delving into the historical backdrop, the dynamics of
the conflict, and the enduring resilience of the Baloch
people, we can begin to comprehend the gravity of the
situation and the urgent need for global attention to

address these profound injustices.

The abduction of Baloch women by the Pakistani state
is a harrowing and ongoing human rights crisis that
demands global attention. Balochistan, a resource-rich
region in southwestern Asia, has been embroiled in a
protracted conflict marked by violence, repression, and
a systematic violation of human rights. Among the
most disturbing aspects of this crisis is the abduction of
Baloch women, which constitutes a heinous crime
against both the individuals involved and the Baloch
community as a whole. There are multifaceted ways
through which the Pakistani state has unleashed a reign
of atrocities and violence upon Baloch women. The
abduction of Baloch women is widely practiced by the

rogue state of Pakistan. Delving deep into the history
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of Baloch resistance, particularly in the current wave of
the Baloch independence movement that started in the
2000s, one can understand the spectrum of tools of
violence Pakistan has inhumanly used in Balochistan.
Starting from Zareena Baloch, who was abducted back
in 2007 from Kohlu, Balochistan, the heart-wrenching
saga of the abduction of Baloch women continues
unabatedly, knowing no ends. It has, however, grown
and intensified in the last decade, which witnessed the
abduction of many Baloch women from Balochistan.
Among the most recent cases, the false detention and
torture of Mahal Baloch, a mother of two kids, from
Quetta, Balochistan, is a new development. After
keeping her behind the regressive bars and tortured
her, the authorities could not bring evidence before the
Balochistan high court. She was released on a court
order that outrightly deferred the baseless allegations
leveled against her. Another woman, named Noor
Jahan Baloch, was abducted on the night of May 16,
2022, from Hoshab, district Kech. Similarly, another
case of the abduction of a Baloch poetess, Habiba Pir

Jan, a resident of Tump, district Kech, came as an
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extension of the brutal policy of abduction. The cycle of
abduction of Baloch women thus continues unabatedly
in Balochistan, with no sign of ending. Back in 2021,
the Pakistan Army, who are still called "Rapist” in
Bangladesh, previously East Pakistan, raped more than
a dozen of Baloch women in Kelkore during a military
operation. Many other Baloch women were abducted
from Balochistan in the last decade who were not
presented before the courts. The case of the abduction
of Baloch women should, therefore, be a matter of
great concern for the human rights organization who
claim to be vanguards of human rights. Pakistan
should be forced to halt the cruel and inhuman practice
of abduction in Balochistan. International human
rights organizations must hold Pakistan Accountable

for its heinous crimes in Balochistan.

Balochistan has been through a humanitarian crisis
since its forcible occupation by the fascist Pakistani
state. This state has been portrayed as a threat for
neighboring countries, as well as the whole world.

Having a glance over world history, one can witness
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that the states which have been involved in war crimes
have regretted over their acts. For example, the United
Kingdom, which had a vast colonial empire, has
engaged in reconciliation efforts. It has apologized for
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre in India and the Mau
Mau uprising in Kenya. France has expressed regret
and sought reconciliation for the Algerian war. The
Netherlands, too, has asked to go for reconciliation,
and it has acknowledged past injustices in Indonesia.
However, Pakistan, which is responsible for war crimes
in Bangladesh in the past and in Balochistan in the
present, has never expressed any intention to go for
reconciliation and has never apologized for its senile
acts. The world witnessed how during the Bangladesh
liberation war, the Bengalis were subjected to the worst
atrocities. Pakistan never apologized for the rape of two
lakh (200,000) to four lakh (400,000) Bengali women by
its soldiers. Muna Tasneem, Bangladesh's high
commissioner, said: "It's been 52 years, and we still
have not received an apology from Pakistan for the
horrendous war crimes it committed against the

Bengali people. This is what clarifies how Pakistan,
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with the most uncivilized army and leaders, deliberately
does not regret its war crimes and how it tends to
continue them. The atrocities in Bangladesh are of
similar nature to those in Balochistan. The civilized
world overlooks these atrocities, and the Pakistani state
continues to subject the Baloch nation to the same
violence and crimes. Balochs are subjected to intense
suffering by the Pakistani state. It has abducted women
and children, young and old. It has been involved in the
raping of women and blackmailing of family members.
Similarly, for decades the kill-and-dump policy
continues to intensify. The atrocities continue to have
an uglier shape in rural areas of Balochistan; there is no
access to the Internet, media is completely censored,
people are uneducated, and poverty-stricken. In every
part of Balochistan, these atrocities exist, but in rural
areas, they have grown to an astounding level. People
are raped, killed, and blackmailed, without a trace to
hold the state accountable. Additionally, Balochistan
has a long history of enforced disappearances. Back
from the late 1970s, this issue presents grim situations.

Not a single day passes without the enforced
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disappearance of a Baloch or without receiving the
mutilated body of a disappeared one and without a fake
encounter. The civilized world overlooks the issue.
Pakistan's  intransigent  policy @ on  enforced
disappearance is a right slap on the human rights
champions. The forcible disappearance continues to
exacerbate, a few who are leased come up with heart-
wrenching stories. Most of them never recover from
their traumas in a lifetime. Some suffer physically,
while others get mentally disabled. Life never gets on
line. The traumas and pains are not bound to the
forcibly disappeared only; it affects the whole family
and social circles. As Said Hussan said: "Dead do not
haunt me as much as the missing do". Aged mothers
grieve for their forcibly disappeared sons and
daughters. The children grow up enduring hardships
on the roads and are humiliated. Wives live in distress
and wonder if they are a widow or married. Sisters, too,
endure various insults. They are arrested in peaceful
protest. This is more or less the story of every
household in Balochistan. Under the occupation of the

Pakistani state, the humanitarian crisis is expanding. In
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the reports in Euro-Asian, The Voice for Baloch
Missing Persons (VBMP) claims the forcible
abductions of more than 40,000 people; however, the
number is expanding. These atrocities are further
fanning the already decorated social and economical
lives of the Baloch nation. It is creating more
uncertainty and chaos. According to Baloch Solidarity
Committee, more than 43 people were abducted in July
only, and 06 mutilated bodies were recovered. In
August, 65 Baloch students were subjected to enforced
disappearance. These are the gifts that the Pakistani
state gives to the inhabitants of mineral-rich
Balochistan. Eventhough, on the international day of
the victims of enforced disappearance, a woman (Noor
Khatoon) with her two children was abducted. Pakistan
is not only economically bankrupt and poor, but it is
also morally destitute and ethically poor. According to
the reports of the Human Rights Council Of
Balochistan (HRCB), 31, 35, 55 people were forcibly
disappeared in May, June, July, respectively (2023). All
these state atrocities are happening under the nose of

the developed world.
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Balochistan has been under the Pakistani colonialism
for the past seven decades. Pakistan has utilized every
tool of cruelty and repression it could in Balochistan.
From enforced disappearances of Baloch women to the
kill and dump policy of Pakistani agencies, the rogue
state of Pakistan has crossed all the limits of brutalities
in Balochistan. There might not be any parallelism of
cruelty Pakistan Army has committed in Balochistan.
Despite the heightened repression of the Balochs, the
international community seems to have adopted an
ostrich approach towards the case of Balochistan. The
United Nations claims to be the champion of human
rights and peace; one wonders what role it has played
in bringing Pakistan accountable for its heinous crimes
in Balochistan. It 1is time for international
organizations to intervene in the situation in
Balochistan to hold Pakistan accountable for its crimes

in Balochistan.

oL
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Decoding the Liberation Movement: The

Women Question and Critique
Bani Baloch

When a nation faces a human rights crisis,
gender boundaries often become less significant as
citizens rally together to address the challenges at hand.
In such situations, women actively participate alongside
men in various ways, including resistance movements.
Regardless of gender, citizens collaborate to fight
against colonization, defend their rights, and strive for

independence, justice, and equality.

When discussing women's participation in wars,
whether for independence or defending their state and
country, gender knows no boundaries. The involvement
is based on factors such as talent, dedication,
commitment, emotions, and a sense of national duty
and responsibility. Women, just like men, contribute
based on their abilities and the desire to protect and

serve their nation. In times of conflict, individuals of
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all genders collaborate to defend their rights and fight

for their cause.

Indeed, history is replete with examples of women
playing crucial roles in wars and struggles for
independence. From ancient times to modern conflicts,
women have proven time and again that they are not
only capable but essentialcontributors to the fight for
freedom and justice. Some examples are mentioned

below.

Vietnam War:

Long-haired Soldiers: During the Vietnam War, North
Vietnamese women, known as "Long-haired Soldiers,"
joined the Viet Cong and fought alongside men. They
operated as guerrilla fighters, carrying out ambushes,

providing intelligence, and participating in combat.

Vietnam Women's Union: The Vietnham Women's
Union played a significant role in supporting the war

effort by mobilizing women in various capacities. They
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served as nurses, teachers, propaganda disseminators,

and provided support to soldiers and their families.

Algerian War of Independence (1954-1962):

Women played a significant role in the Algerian War of
Independence. They participated in armed resistance,
provided medical aid, served as messengers, and
supported the National Liberation Front (FLN) in

various capacities.
Bangladesh Liberation War (1971):

Women in Bangladesh played a crucial role during the
Liberation War against Pakistan. They provided
support by acting as spies, couriers, and nurses. Many
women also took up arms and fought alongside men in

the struggle for independence.
American Revolutionary War (1775-1783):

During the American Revolutionary war, women

collaborated by acting as spies, gathering intelligence
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for the American forces, providing support as camp
followers, fundraising for the Continental Army,
engaging in political activism and propaganda, and
serving as nurses, offering medical care to wounded
soldiers. Their collective efforts played a crucial role in
sustaining the fight for independence, providing
essential support, resources, and morale to the

Continental Army.
Night Witches - Soviet Union:

The Night Witches were an all-female Soviet Air Force
unit during World War II. They flew harassment and
bombing missions against German forces, using
outdated biplanes. Despite facing significant challenges,
these brave women successfully conducted their
operations and earned the respect of their male

counterparts.
Female Battalion of Death - Russia:

In 1917, during World War I, Russia formed the
Female Battalion of Death. Composed entirely of

women, this unit aimed to boost morale and inspire
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male soldiers. They participated in combat on the

Eastern Front and fought with great determination.

Women's Revolutionary Association - Cuba:

In the Cuban Revolution, women played a vital role in
the armed struggle against the Batista regime. The
Women's Revolutionary Association (FMC) mobilized
women from various backgrounds to support the
revolution. They provided logistical support, medical

aid, and served as messengers and fighters.
Palestinian Women's Movement - Palestine:

Palestinian women have been actively involved in the
struggle for independence and self-determination. They
have participated in protests, engaged in acts of civil
disobedience, and joined armed resistance groups
against Israeli occupation. Their involvement ranges
from political activism to providing support for

fighters and organizing grassroots movements.

Israeli War of Independence (1948):
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During the Israeli War of Independence, women
actively participated in the defense of their newly
formed state. They served as combat soldiers,
intelligence operatives, and medical personnel, taking

on essential roles in the military effort.
Mexican War of Independence (1810-1821):

During the Mexican War of Independence, women
collaborated by supporting the revolution in various
ways. They contributed as spies, gathering vital
information for the revolutionaries, provided financial
support and resources, acted as messengers, and
participated in the armed resistance. Their
collaborative efforts played a significant role in the
success of the independence movement, demonstrating

courage and determination in the pursuit of freedom.
Women's Army Corps (WAC) - United States:

During World War II, the Women's Army Corps
played a crucial role in supporting the war effort. WAC
allowed women to serve in non-combat roles, which

freed up men for active duty. These women worked as
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nurses, clerks, mechanics, and performed various

administrative and logistical tasks.
Women's Auxiliary Service (WAS) - United Kingdom:

During World War II, the Women's Auxiliary Service
in the United Kingdom played a significant role in
supporting the military. Women served as ambulance
drivers, radio operators, codebreakers, and in various
administrative and technical positions. Their

contributions were essential to the war effort.
Balkan Wars:
Women in the Yugoslav Partisans:

During the Balkan Wars, women in the Yugoslav
Partisans fought against Axis forces. They joined
partisan units, engaging in combat, sabotage, and
reconnaissance missions. Notable figures include
Milunka Savié, a Serbian woman who became one of

the most decorated female soldiers in history.

Lebanese Civil War:
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Women in the Lebanese Resistance: Women played an
active role in the Lebanese Resistance during the civil
war. They participated in armed groups, served as
fighters, and carried out various tasks in support of

their cause.

These examples highlight the collective efforts of
women from various countries who have actively
participated in wars for freedom. Their dedication,
sacrifices, and determination have been instrumental in
advancing the cause of liberation and challenging
societal norms regarding women's roles in warfare.
Thus, these women fought for the liberation of their
homeland, enduring tremendous hardships, sacrifices,
and personal losses. Their contributions, both on the
front lines and behind the scenes, were instrumental in
the ultimate victory of their lands, leaving a lasting
legacy of women's participation and strength in times

of war.

Now, when it comes to Baloch Women's Participation
in the Liberation Movement in Balochistan, the

participation of Baloch women in the war for liberation
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has garnered both praise and, to my dismay, criticism.
Suddenly, their intellectual capacity awakens when a
woman takes up arms, as if Baloch women are merely
showpieces like some state-sponsored women or
subjects of weakness, devoid of any role within their
own society, confined to the corners of their homes

with no rights to make decisions for themselves.

This logic of "Why Baloch Women" is fundamentally
flawed. Why should Baloch women be alienated from
the immense process of the liberation movement?
Women are not alien beings to be discussed and then
sent solely for education. Are Baloch men not deserving
of education? Moreover, Shari Baloch, who
courageously carried out a self-sacrificing act (Jaan-
Nadri), was an MPhil student. Was she not educated?
Her choice, will, and sense of duty were her own. If you

lack that sense of duty, then do not boast about it.

Another narrative that is being constructed suggests
that we suffer because of the self-sacrificing acts carried
out by Baloch women. How can anyone under

colonization make such foolish claims? Colonization
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itself is a chain of continuous suffering and oppression.
Back in the 1970s, Baloch women did not engage in
self-sacrificing acts for the land, but weren't they sold
in Lahore's Heera Mandi? Shari Baloch, the first female
Fidayee, carried out her attack in 2022, but what about
the hundreds of women who were disrespected, their
houses raided, tortured, raped, and kidnapped before
her? Zareena Marri was forcibly disappeared in 2009,
and to this day, her whereabouts remain unknown.
Was she disappeared because the state knew Shari
Baloch would carry out a Jend Nadri attack in 2022 or
Summaya Qalandarani would carry out an Jend Nadri
attack in 2023? For over 70 years, Baloch people have
faced the consequences of the state, not because of
these self-sacrificing acts, but because of colonization.
Thousands of Baloch women are widows, and
thousands are half-widows who don't know whether
their husbands are dead or alive. Thousands of Baloch
children have had their childhoods robbed by this state.
Do we know how these Baloch mothers of the land,
these widows and half-widows, spend their lives in

miserable conditions? They spend the rest of their lives
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in the absence of a son, a brother, a father, and a
husband. Aren't these Baloch women suffering because
of this state? Even when they protest, they face baton
charges and arrests. What consequences are you people
talking about? It is a terrible and nonsensical narrative.
Are you not residing in Balochistan, unaware of its
realities, or are you simply working on a single agenda,
building a single narrative against the war of

independence?

Secondly, Baloch feminists should study the feminist
approach. When feminism includes equality in work,
society, and other aspects, why do these Baloch
feminists come with the slogan of "Don't drag women
into war"? I wonder, aren't women part of this society?
Aren't women human beings? Because when you use
this slogan, it means you are negating their basic
human right as a human. This is only the second
Baloch Woman fidayee attack; before that, numerous
Baloch men did the same. Does this land only belong to
Baloch men? Do only they have the right to protect it?
Do only they have a national duty towards this land,
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and Baloch women do not belong to this land? Are they
not human beings? Or perhaps these Baloch feminists
are just hypocrites who know the principles of
feminism and are aware of women carrying out self-
sacrificing acts, but they are against the notion of the
war of independence. So I want to tell them that it
would be better for them to publicly and openly
announce their agenda of being against the war because
war, in any form, does not guarantee safety. These
people should come forward and clarify their stance on
being against war, or else their approach to feminism
will be disastrous. At the very least, if they can't be
loyal to their own motherland, they should be loyal to

their approach towards feminism.

Women have always stood alongside their fellow
countrymen in the face of every enemy that threatened
their land. They have fearlessly participated in
countless wars, embracing martyrdom on the
battlefields, carrying out crucial missions, and
defending their homeland. It is of utmost importance

to acknowledge and appreciate the significant role of
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Baloch women in this noble cause. With women
constituting a substantial portion of the population, it
is essential not to exclude them from their national
duty. How can freedom be achieved with only half of
the population actively involved? Women must
understand their roles and actively join the war of
independence, as every individual has a responsibility

towards their land and people that needs to be fulfilled.

Because when it comes to war, the only thing they
understand is extreme violence. So in order to win, you
must be merciless and even more violent. You must
instill fear in them that resonates so strongly that they
recognize if they ever strike at you again, their men,

women, and children will die.

oL
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The Emerging Great Game and its

Contemporary Players
Chawash Baloch

Since the disintegration of the Soviet Union in
1991, a dominant theme in the analysis of political,
military, and economic landscapes, especially in the
Caucasus, Central Asia, and the broader South Asian
context, including Balochistan, has been the emergence
of what is commonly referred to as the 'New Great
Game." This term, provides a succinct way of
characterizing the rivalry for influence, power,
hegemony, and economic advantages. This rivalry often
revolves around the exploitation of valuable oil and gas
resources in regions like Central Asia, the Caucasus,
and, significantly, Balochistan. In the context of the
New Great Game and the strategic importance of
Baloch Geography, contemporary players of this great
game aspire to bolster their economic strength,
positioning themselves for global supremacy by

securing the majority of the world's energy resources.
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Consequently, the imperative now lies in extending
their influence over worldwide energy reserves, transit
routes, and vital land and sea trade connections, with
Balochistan emerging as the focal point of these

endeavors.

However, the scope of this New Great Game extends
beyond these dimensions. It encompasses references to
religious, cultural, and military competitions in
geographically distant areas, along with the ongoing
geopolitical rivalry between China and the United
States. This multifaceted competition involves a diverse
array of actors, including nation-states, multinational
corporations, transnational entities, as well as local and

regional players.

The growing adoption of this concept has occurred in
parallel with, and perhaps has been influenced by, a
resurgence of interest in and reliance on geopolitics as
an analytical tool for understanding political and
security dynamics. In some instances, the interplay
between these two concepts has been explicitly

acknowledged. The New Great Game concept serves as
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an illustrative case of how contemporary geopolitics is

applied within this region.

In this study, I will delve into the geo-strategic
significance of Balochistan within the framework of the
New Great Game. Consequently, this study suggests an
in-depth analysis of the New Great Game concept,
involving a comparative assessment with the historical,
thematic, and theoretical aspects of the original Great
Game. The primary goal of this investigation is to
evaluate whether this term and concept carry analytical
importance and relevance within the context of the
rivalry between China and the United States, and the

strategic centrality of Balochistan.
The original ‘Great Game’

The term 'the Great Game' was first coined in the
1830s, though it did not achieve widespread usage and
popularity until the early 20th century. This term refers
to the geopolitical rivalry that unfolded during much of
the 19th and the early 20th centuries, primarily

involving the British and Russian empires as they vied
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for dominance in Central and South Asia. The essence
of the Great Game was evident. It represented a contest
for political supremacy, authority, and safeguarding
interests, orchestrated by two imperial powers, focusing
on territories and populations prized for their strategic

positioning between the Russian and British Empires.

The conclusion of this 19th-century power struggle
resulted in the splitting of Baloch land into three states:
Eastern Baluchistan, covering an area of 180,726 km?,
with around 4.8 million Baloch residents; Western
Balochistan, occupying 347,190 km? and inhabited by
approximately 6.6 million Baloch, under the control of
Pakistan; and a segment within Afghanistan, where
nearly 700,000 Baloch reside. Baloch people live in
various parts of the Punjab province, historically
regions that were once part of Balochistan but have
been incorporated into Punjab and Sindh. The Baloch
people, spread across various parts of the world, form a
collective population of 27 million, which would rank
as the 27th largest if they were residing in a sovereign

State of their own in a single nation.
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The ‘New Great Game’

‘When everyone is dead the Great Game is finished.
Not before.’

Rudyard Kipling, Kim (1901)

While the explicit term 'the New Great Game' may not
always be employed, the competitive dynamics are
unmistakably present in much of the analysis
concerning the region. This contemporary iteration of
the Great Game can be succinctly summarized as

follows:

The New Great game refers to the geopolitical
competition and rivalry among various powers for
influence, resources and strategic control in Central
Asia, South Asia, Indo-Pacific, the Middle East and the
surrounding regions'. The strategic importance of
Balochistan becomes particularly prominent in this
New Great Game. In this evolving New Great Game, a
constellation of six newly independent republics,

primarily Islamic but characterized by their rich

1 K.R. Singh, ‘Changing geopolitical environment and new South-
West Asia’, International Studies, Vol 38,
No 4, 2001, pp 363—-364
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cultural diversity, encircle the Caspian Sea’. These
republics have emerged as stewards of immense
untapped reserves of oil and natural gas, challenging
the significance of those in the Persian Gulf. The
coveted spoils of this competition encompass not only
control over pipelines, tanker routes, petroleum
consortiums, and contractual agreements but also the
strategic initiatives such as China's Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) and the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

Notably, India and China, both grappling with rapidly
escalating energy demands, are actively engaged in
fierce rivalry for access to these valuable resources.
They are joined in this pursuit by Russia, Europe, and
the United States, each striving to secure their share of
the energy bounty. Moreover, Turkey, Iran, and
Pakistan have advanced their own distinct political,
economic, and cultural interests within the territories
of the former Soviet republics. These intricate
dynamics are further compounded by the involvement
of external actors, enhancing the complexity of this
multifaceted competition for regional influence and

control.

2 K. Meyer and S. Brysac, op cit, Ref 3, p xxiv
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An essential facet of the New Great Game concept
revolves around the former Soviet states, which are now
arenas for competition between major powers,
particularly the United States and China. In this
contest, these powers are vying to secure the highest
degree of influence, a competition often characterized
as an expression of 'great-power chauvinism.” This
rivalry extends to the regions of South Asia,

particularly the significant area of Balochistan.

Balochistan has always wielded significant influence
over regional, national, and global affairs’. The rapidly
growing energy demands of countries like China, India,
and other Asian nations underscore the necessity of
expanding their sway over worldwide energy resources,
energy transit routes, and vital land and sea trade
passages. Consequently, Balochistan has evolved into a
focal point of international geopolitical maneuvering

for this very reason.

In particular, the redrawing of borders pre-colonial

Baloch geography in the name of “Greater Balochistan”

3 |. Karimov, Uzbekistan on the Threshold of the Twenty-First
Century (Curzon Press, 1997), p 29

4 Overview Of Balochistan as A Place of Global Interest Jahanzaib
Jalil1, Shumaila Kamal Khan2, Latifa Mansoor3
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is poised to impact the economies of China, Iran, India,
and Pakistan’. The United States has consistently
emphasized the geopolitical and strategic importance of
Balochistan, advocating for the concept of a free
Balochistan as a means to safeguard its own
geopolitical and strategic interests. Central to this
objective is the desire to curb China's expanding
presence in Balochistan, as China's economic rivalry
with the United States poses long-term challenges to

American interests.

The prospect of Chinese military usage of the Gwadar
port as a maritime base is viewed as threatening by the
United States. China's increasing influence and control
over the Indian Ocean, which is in close proximity to
the Strait of Hormuz and serves as a conduit for Gulf
States' oil exports, would undoubtedly present
substantial challenges to the U.S. in maintaining its

regional dominance.

Strategic importance of Baloch Land in the “New Great

Game”

5 Overview Of Balochistan As A Place Of Global Interest Jahanzaib
Jalill, Shumaila Kamal Khan2 , Latifa Mansoor3
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Across its rich history, the region known as Balochistan
has stood as a symbol of resilience and vitality, serving
as a crossroads for conquerors, explorers, settlers, and
traders. Its geographical positioning along the
coastline, strategically nestled between the Middle East
and India, has made it a vital junction for maritime
travel, connecting these regions and facilitating trade
routes towards Central Asia and the northern

territories.

Intriguingly, despite its pivotal role as a historic
crossroads, Balochistan remains a land of profound
mystery and untamed beauty. Nevertheless, its
significance has drawn growing attention due to shifts
in the global political and economic landscape. As
highlighted by Kaplan®, competition is intensifying as
new or emerging markets become scarcer. Various
global security concerns are intertwined with the
developments in Balochistan. The presence of

sanctuaries for terrorists, extremists, and illicit arms

6 Robert D. Kaplan, Monsoon: The Indian Ocean and the Future of
American Power.
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and drug traffickers along its western frontier has
raised concerns for the United States and its coalition
partners. Moreover, the region has garnered heightened
attention due to energy concerns, impacting not only
South Asia but also drawing interest from Europe,
Russia, and China. Considering the proposals for
pipelines designed to transport natural gas and oil,
whether they originate in or pass through Balochistan,
the security and reconciliation of the Baloch population

becomes even more critical.

Presently, the list of international stakeholders with a
vested interest in the region has grown. Security
concerns within the area now encompass global actors
like China, Iran, and India, who play pivotal roles in
shaping the political landscape and future prospects of

Balochistan’.

The geographical landscape of Baloch is advantageous
geographical location, granting access to South and

Central Asia, the Middle East, and the eastern coast of

7 Kaplan, Monsoon, 10
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Africa. It serves as a gateway for overland travel to
Russia and serves as a thriving marketplace for goods
from East and Southeast Asia. Additionally, it offers
ample available land for substantial construction of

infrastructure ventures®.

From a military perspective, its significance lies in its
strategic location, enabling rapid power buildup and
onward deployment to the regions mentioned earlier.
On the defensive front, the presence of an advanced air
force and navy in Balochistan can exert control over
crucial points like the Straits of Hormuz and the
shipping routes traversing the Indian Ocean.
Furthermore, the abundance of valuable natural
resources discovered in Balochistan has elevated the
region's importance in the intricate strategic agendas of
various nations. Consequently, the location and wealth

of Balochistan have experienced a considerable increase

8 Geo-Strategic Location of Baluchistan and its Impact on Super
Powers Nusrat Rehman1 Nazir Husain Shah2
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in relevance for both the regional and international

communities’.

It wasn't until the early 1980s, when copper and coal
deposits were discovered alongside the ongoing natural
gas extraction, that Balochistan started garnering
increased attention. Notably, this interest came from
India and Iran, particularly in relation to the proposed
Iran-Pakistan-India (IPI) pipeline. Additionally,
discussions were initiated with Central Asia, Russia,
and China regarding the potential development of
additional pipelines or branches stemming from the

IPI project.

Regarding external interest in Balochistan, more
recently, Geoffrey Kemp and Robert Kaplan have
authored publications delving into China's expanding
involvement in Pakistan'’. Within their writings, they
embark on elucidating a broader international

perspective on the significance of Balochistan in global

% Overview Of Balochistan As A Place Of Global Interest, Jahanzaib
Jalil
10 Kaplan, Monsoon, 12.
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affairs. Kemp highlights the substantial financial
investments made by China across South Asia,
positioning themselves in key economic and
distribution hubs in a bid to secure a strong foothold in
the global market. Kaplan also underscores the
strategic importance of Gwadar Port in Balochistan
and outlines plans for road and pipeline networks
originating from or traversing Balochistan within a

wider economic context.

As a growing number of international players become
involved in the region, there is a risk that the Baloch
people may experience increased marginalization
within their =~ homeland. Historically, such
marginalization and colonization of their land by

invaders has led to armed conflicts.

The Significance of Human and Natural Terrain in

Strategic Contexts

The strategic significance of Balochistan arises from the
convergence of its geographical location, abundant

resources, and its populace. Importantly, these
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elements are interrelated, and it is their
interconnectedness that makes them collectively crucial
from a strategic standpoint. In this context, I
demonstrate how the geographical landscape positions
of Balochistan as a pivotal point in a burgeoning trade
nexus connecting the Middle East, Central Asia, and

South Asia.

The shaded region in following Figure corresponds to
what the Baloch people refer to as Greater Balochistan,
encompassing Baloch people residing in Pakistan, Iran,
and Afghanistan. According to historical oral
traditions and supported by archaeological evidence,
this area is considered one of the world's oldest
settlements. While it remains a matter of debate
whether the people who inhabited this region 10,000
years ago are direct ancestors of the present population.
Statements like "the Baloch, inherently known for their
peaceful and compassionate nature, have been
compelled to defend their existence and national

identity over the centuries" reflect this rhetoric,
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invoking the emotions and pride associated with

ancestral struggles.

Amidst the presence of six active armed insurgencies in
Pakistan and one in Iran, coupled with ongoing
backing from the Afghan Baloch community, the
concept of Greater Balochistan extends beyond existing
colonial boundaries, underscoring the porous nature of
artificially delineated borders. This situation draws
parallels with historical instances like the Korean
Conflict and the Vietnam War, which illustrated the
ineffectiveness of imposing foreign objectives on
movements seeking revolution or independence. In a
similar vein, the contemporary ideology of
globalization, emphasizing trade and wealth
accumulation over local politics, holds the potential for

analogous consequences.

372



Note: The Map of Greater Balochistan with inset of

Gwadar''.

The Baloch people have been inhabitants of the region
now recognized as Balochistan for a substantial
portion, if not the entirety, of recorded history.
Importantly, their perspective extends beyond the
borders defined by Pakistan, as they view all of their

ancestral territory, encompassing present-day southern

11 7aman, Arshad. "New Greater Balochistan Map." Image. May 28,
2009,
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Afghanistan and southeastern Iran, as an integral part

of their cultural and political heritage.

As the international community shows growing interest
in the region and as communication methods advance,
the Baloch people are now more resolute than ever in
preserving their cultural identity and striving for
sovereignty. They are pursuing these goals through a
diverse range of approaches, often resorting to more

violent measures.

The growing fascination with Balochistan can be
attributed primarily to its strategic geographic
position. Bordered by imposing mountain ranges,
namely the Zagros in Iran and the Toba Kakar in
Pakistan/Afghanistan to the east and west, Balochistan
acts as a natural corridor and represents the most
accessible overland route to Western Afghanistan.
Moreover, it provides a gateway to the abundant energy
resources and emerging markets of Central Asia. Over
the centuries, its level terrain has made Balochistan an
ideal intersection for traders and armed forces

traveling between the Middle East and South Asia.
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Furthermore, apart from its suitability for overland
travel, the maritime access at Gwadar has held
historical  significance,  particularly for  the
Soviets/Russians. This interest was so pronounced that
during the 1860s and 1870s, the British took deliberate
measures to secure the loyalty of the Baloch people.
This was not only to act as a barrier against the
growing Persian influence but also to thwart the
expansion of the Russian Empire towards the Indian
Ocean, which posed a threat to British commercial

dominance in the region.

More recently, the Soviets once again sought to
establish a foothold in this area when they courted the
Baloch  during the  Soviet/Afghanistan  War,
underscoring the enduring importance of this pivotal
region'’. Although this relationship never fully
materialized due to the difficulties the Soviets
encountered in the war, it is intriguing to contemplate

how the region might have evolved if the Soviets had

12 Harrison, In Afghanistan's Shadow, 43-44
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succeeded in extending their influence into Afghanistan

and subsequently into Balochistan.

As a result of the favorable physical geography of
Balochistan, several projects have been initiated or are
in the planning stages, involving various national and
international actors. These initiatives encompass the
development of high-speed road networks, railways, sea
ports and pipelines, aimed at enhancing the efficiency
and cost-effectiveness of goods and services transit

across the region.

On one hand, this presents a potential opportunity for
the Baloch people, as they stand to benefit from
substantial investments in infrastructure and
development offered by multinational organizations
and neighboring countries. However, rather than
fostering cooperation, this competition is more likely
to exacerbate concerns and conflicts. The Baloch
population is increasingly pressured by the Pakistani
government to prevent the loss of these revenue-

generating opportunities.
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With Iran, the Central Asian nations, Russia, India,
and China all vying to establish their presence and reap
benefits from these projects, the fragile power balance
in South Asia becomes precarious due to the actions

and decisions of the Baloch people.
1. Pipelines

The primary cause of Baluchistan’s international
prominence can be attributed to the discovery of
extensive natural gas fields in the region in 1952. While
initial control over these gas reserves was swiftly
established, it was the substantial growth of industry
and modernization in South Asia, coupled with the
associated surge in energy demand, that gave rise to

large-scale pipeline projects".

As there are two major proposed pipelines in the
region, supported by multiple stakeholders, including
the Chinese. These pipelines are designed to traverse

Balochistan, facilitating the transportation of natural

13 Gal Luft, "Iran-Pakistan-India Pipeline: The Baloch Wildcard,”
Institute for the Analysis of Global Security.
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gas from Iran to India and Turkmenistan to Pakistan,
with both pipelines terminating at Gwadar Port.
Additionally, as previously mentioned, Balochistan
boasts significant gas reserves that are intended to be
channeled into these pipelines, primarily for
consumption in eastern Pakistan or for international

markets.

To bridge this energy gap, India has forged agreements
with both Iran and Turkmenistan for pipeline projects.
However, the prerequisite for these pipelines to operate
smoothly is a stable Balochistan, which remains elusive
due to persistent attacks targeting the pipelines and

construction teams, as evident from recent events.

Given the ongoing instability in Balochistan, countries
like India are being compelled to explore alternative
means of transporting natural gas, primarily through
maritime shipping. While this approach may incur
higher costs and exhibit lower efficiency, it offers

greater reliability'®. This option also aligns with India's

14 Luft, “Iran-Pakistan-India Pipeline.”
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collaboration with Iran on the Chabahar Port project
and the M-6 road project, illustrating a multifaceted

strategic approach.

As the demand for natural gas is projected to rise
across the entire region due to the expansion of
globalization into the emerging markets of Central
Asia and the surrounding areas, the significance of
gaining access to these markets becomes paramount.
India's pursuit of pipeline projects serves as a
compelling  illustration of this importance.
Additionally, Chinese interests in this context further

underscore the strategic value of these pipelines.

2. Air Transport

In the context of the growing rivalry between China
and the United States and the emerging new great
game, the development of Gwadar as a pivotal
international transport and trading hub necessitates the
establishment of air transport infrastructure.

Commencing in 2019, Chinese enterprises initiated the
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construction of a "New Gwadar International Airport"
to supplant the existing modest facility that presently
serves Gwadar. This ambitious project is under the
management of the China Airport Construction
Group, a direct subsidiary of the Civil Aviation
Administration of China, which falls under the
jurisdiction of the People's Republic of China's
Ministry of Transport’. Contracted for the
construction of the airport are Beijing Urban
Construction Group Co., Ltd. and China Railway
Beijing Engineering Group Co., Ltd. These
developments underscore the intensifying competition

and its implications for regional security dynamics.

Despite the Chinese government's conversion of the
initial $230 million loan into a grant in 2015, there was
a four-year delay before construction commenced. The
construction site, situated 26 kilometers east of Gwadar

in the desert area known as Goran Dani, witnessed a

15 “Connecting Pakistan—Helping Pakistan Build an Airport, | Took
Part in the Largest Free Foreign Aid Project” Civil Aviation
Administration of China News], May 8, 2020.
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groundbreaking ceremony in March 2019'°. This
airport project is strategically designed to become
Pakistan's second-largest airport, spanning an
expansive 18 square kilometers (equivalent to 6.9
square miles) and featuring a runway that exceeds
12,000 feet (approximately 3,658 meters) in length'.
This runway's capacity is intended to accommodate the
largest civilian and military aircraft, highlighting the
evolving dynamics of the China-U. S rivalry. As site
appearance bore a striking resemblance to a military
installation, characterized by a significant military
presence, fortified bunkers, concrete roadblocks,
sandbags for blast protection, and surveillance

watchtowers.

Once the new airport becomes operational, it will
establish a seamless connection to China, alleviating
the numerous challenges associated with overland
transportation. This development aligns with the

intentions of the People's Republic of China (PRC)

16 “New Gwadar International Airport Kicks Off, Key Project for the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor”, [Observer], March 31, 2019.
17 [China Civil Aviation Web], May 8, 2020,
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central government to bolster Xinjiang's aviation sector
and elevate its role as a pivotal hub for Central and
South Asia. Chinese analysts are advocating for an
"Aviation Silk Road" initiative, asserting that "by
expanding and enhancing airports and aviation
activities in major Pakistani cities and along its
coastline, China can establish an aerial corridor
extending to the Indian Ocean'’. While air transport
has the potential to enhance the commercialization of
the port, its limited capacity and elevated costs render

it an improbable savior in the commercial sense.

Nevertheless, it does introduce a potential security
dynamic, especially concerning U.S. interests in the
region. The capability for air transport may enable
military logistics that would otherwise have been
unfeasible, thereby influencing the regional security

dynamics.

China's Utilization of Gwadar as a Military Installation

18” Transportation Research Part E: Logistics and Transportation
Review, no. 117 (2018), pp. 23-39.
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Security concerns and the limited connectivity to the
rest of Pakistan pose significant challenges to the
commercial growth of Gwadar. However, these
conditions also render Gwadar a more secure location
from a military standpoint. The absence of substantial
commercial operations or international presence in
Gwadar allows for the covert execution of PLA
activities, away from the scrutiny of foreign observers.
The port and airport facilities in Gwadar are heavily
fortified, surrounded by protective walls, and

maintained with the assistance of Pakistani forces.

PLAN could utilize Gwadar as a staging point for
operations in the Persian Gulf region or to provide
support for safeguarding commercial vessels in the
Indian Ocean during periods of instability or conflict".
China's primary sea lines of communication (SLOC)
and its inaugural overseas military base in Djibouti are
distant from the Chinese mainland and lack direct
logistical support from other Chinese military

installations. Enhanced logistical support in the

19 [China National Radio], January 6, 2009,
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northern Indian Ocean would prove beneficial. It
currently takes ten or more days for PLAN task forces
to traverse the South China Sea and cross the Indian

Ocean before reaching the Gulfs of Aden or Oman.

However, the considerable geographical distances pose
significant challenges when it comes to equipping and
providing supplies to PLAN ships for various scenarios,
particularly during urgent situations. It is unlikely that
ships will have all the necessary resources on board

when a crisis emerges.

Strategically placing components, supplies, and related
materials in Gwadar would be a valuable utilization of
its facilities. These actions would supplement existing
supply locations across the region, reducing the
political risks associated with potential unavailability.
Furthermore, it would enable task forces to tailor their
equipment for immediate mission needs. Even
establishing a modest warehousing arrangement in
Gwadar would yield substantial advantages for PLAN

forces.
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Likewise, the PLA has the potential to utilize Gwadar's
recently established international airport. East Bay
Expressway will enhance the connectivity between the
port terminal and the airport. The runway's length at
the new Gwadar airport is 12,000 feet, coupled with
secure accommodations and medical facilities on-site,
has the capacity to host various PLA aircraft®. This
airfield falls within the maximum range of the Y-20
PLA strategic transport aircraft, which can fly from the
Chengdu-Qionglai  airbase in western China.
Consequently, it could serve as a location for these
aircraft to land, refuel, provide rest for their crews, and
facilitate the delivery of parts, personnel, as well as

combat and support vehicles.

Indeed, for these reasons, many analysts within the
PLA view Gwadar as a viable location for military
support operations. In 2015, several PLA authors
highlighted that, given COPHC's lease agreement, the

port could unquestionably serve as a long-term rest and

207 Chad Peltier, “China’s Logistics Capabilities for Expeditionary
Operations,” Jane’s, April 15, 2020,
https://www.uscc.gov/files/001301, p. 30.
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resupply point for PLAN escort task forces*. Other
PLA experts see Gwadar as a natural choice for
establishing an overseas strategic stronghold due to its
geographical position, military significance, and the
presence of a Chinese port operator. Some even assert
that the PLA is actively exploring the possibility of
constructing a support base in Gwadar. Additionally,
certain Chinese military observers believe that PLA
access to Gwadar is essentially guaranteed, with one
PLA officer likening the option of using Gwadar as a
base to having food already on the plate, ready to be

. . . 22
consumed at their discretion™.

China's potential military use of Gwadar port pose
various threats to the interests of the United States and
other global powers in the region. An expanded
military presence in Gwadar could extend China's
military reach in the Indian Ocean region, potentially

challenging the existing balance of power and stability.

21 Journal of Military Transportation University, “Construction of
Overseas Support Locations for Maritime Projection.

22 Unnamed PLA officer cited in “Djibouti: The PLA’s First Overseas
Base”. April 11, 2016
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This could disrupt the status quo and create a more
complex geopolitical environment. Gwadar's strategic
location at the entrance of the Strait of Hormuz, a
critical chokepoint for global oil shipping, could grant
China significant control over this vital sea lane. Such
control could be leveraged during geopolitical conflicts,
potentially affecting the energy security of major
consumers of Middle East oil, including the United
States. The development of Gwadar as a military
support base could encircle regional powers like India,
limiting their strategic options and increasing their
vulnerability to Chinese influence. This could lead to

heightened tensions and competition in the region.

Furthermore, it could create conflicts of interest
between China and Western powers, including the
United States, in the region. This might complicate
existing partnerships and alliances and hinder the
ability of Western powers to operate freely in the

Indian Ocean.

Conclusion
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Economically, China's military presence in Gwadar
could be closely tied to its broader economic interests
in the region, providing it with significant economic
influence. This influence could be used to pressure
regional countries to align with China's strategic
objectives. Lastly, the use of Gwadar as a military
support base could potentially restrict access to the
port by other nations, solidifying China's control over
the facility and limiting the operational freedom of

other global powers in the region.

In summary, the arguments surrounding Gwadar's
military use highlight the potential for China to
significantly alter the strategic landscape in the Indian
Ocean region. This could have far-reaching
consequences for the interests and stability of the
United States and other global powers in the area,
underscoring the importance of continued monitoring
and diplomacy in the region to manage potential

conflicts and ensure regional stability.

Furthermore, apart from affecting Afghanistan, India,

and the United States, the demands of Baluchistan and
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the National Freedom Struggle also hold economic and
strategic implications for Iran, the United Arab
Emirates, China, and Central Asia. Amidst the
backdrop of intense great power competition, the
Baloch people have persevered in their quest for self-
determination and control over their ancestral
territory. In contrast to the earlier era of the Great
Game, when the Baloch were often overlooked and
lacked the means to negotiate due to their relative
weakness, the contemporary dynamics of this New
Great Game have showcased their ability to mount
determined resistance against any force that seeks to
infringe upon their rights and seize their homeland. In
this evolving Great Game, the Baloch people have
established a stake that cannot be easily disregarded, as
their unwavering resolve to defend their land remains

steadfast in the face of any occupying presence.

Since the Partition in 1947, the Baloch people have
consistently opposed the involvement of both Pakistani
and foreign governments. Their unwavering

determination to preserve their cultural identity, seek
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independence, and secure a brighter future for their
next generations serves as a driving force behind their

ongoing resistance.

In summary, strategic significance of Baloch
Geography hinges on the unpredictable responses of
the Baloch and Pakistani leadership to mounting
international pressures in their pursuit of wealth and
influence. The geographical landscape is expected to
remain unaltered, remaining crucial for land-based
transportation and access to Afghanistan, Central Asia,
and Russia, while also serving as a vital land link
between the Middle East and South Asia. Until cost-
effective alternative energy sources are developed and
widely adopted, the natural gas reserves, as well as the
oil and mineral wealth, will remain desirable to all
regional countries. Thus, the core of Balochistan's
strategic importance lies in how the world's influential
nations approach the region and how the Baloch people

respond to these development.
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