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Defining Colonialism

Chavash Baloch

Before we embark on our mission to explore Baloch society
from a colonial perspective, it's necessary to understand colonialism.
This practice is almost as old as history itself, but its forms and
impacts vary across societies. Colonialism involves invading and
occupying foreign lands, exploiting populations and resources. It
occurs when one nation subjugates another, imposing its language,
cultural values, religion, and political practices.

In essence, colonialism is an act of political and economic
domination, controlling territory with settlers from a foreign power.
To establish this control, all forms of violence are often used, and
thus, colonial projects often involve warfare. As Franz Fanon
powerfully expressed, the relationship between the colonizer and the
colonized is one of oppression—the oppressor and the oppressed.
This relationship is maintained through military and police presence,
enforcing stark disparities in prosperity and destitution (Fanon,
1961).
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Colonization involves dehumanization, corrupting human
values. It is a brutal, selfish, and immoral process that strips those
involved of their humanity, perpetuating chaos. The initial step of
colonization is a violation of the established order of existence. The
colonizer's presence spreads chaos and violence, disrupting history's
natural course. Overcoming this evil requires a force greater than the
fear and prejudices of colonialism.

Colonial intervention has profoundly altered societies, from
material to abstract aspects. Colonial oppression has fractured social
fabrics, causing disorder everywhere. Life in a colony is marked by
suffering, anguish, distress, and aggression. The colonial social
structure, with its complexities and disorders, renders life
unbearable. Colonization has tainted every aspect of life, distorting
geography, demography, arts, literature, and individual identities. A
wealth of literature has arisen to define and understand colonial rule.
To counter colonial traits, society must be studied in detail,
diagnosing each affliction.

This piece aims to approach Baloch society within a colonial
framework, analyzing social conditions and comparing them with
colonial literature. Due to limited debate and literature on Baloch
society, fully narrating their suppression is challenging. Nevertheless,
this attempt sheds light on some aspects of society under colonial
rule. Further study is crucial to grasp the colonial conditions faced by
the Baloch people. Our world is colonial and demands exploration
and study. Without understanding and diagnosing the disease, we
cannot find a cure.
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Depicting a Colonial Society

Our nation has endured the menace of colonialism for over
two hundred years. The reality is that the longer a colonial rule
persists, the deeper the wounds it inflicts become. The physical and
mental hostilities it induces become entrenched within society. Our
ancestors first encountered the colonial British at the end of the 18th
century. However, they refused to surrender and initiated a historical
anti-colonial resistance against the occupiers that persists to this day.
They were pioneers in resisting the British in this region.

From 1839, the British indirectly ruled Balochistan through
agreements, experimenting with various policies from the Backward
Policy to the Forward Policy. The most successful was their Gun and
Gold policy, while the most dangerous for the Baloch was the
partitioning and balkanization of Baloch land under the Goldsmith
and MacMohan Line, which the British unilaterally imposed and
termed as border agreements. One-fourth of Baloch land was handed
over to Iran, some areas to Afghanistan, remaining areas like Dera
Ghazi Khan, Muzaffargarh, and other majority areas were given to
Punjab. Jacobabad, Shadadkot, and adjoining Baloch lands were
handed over to Sindh. The Kalat state, later named Balochistan States
Union, the British occupy Quetta, Chagi, and Nasirabad under leased
agreements along with certain Pashtun areas under the Gandomak
Agreement of 1808, forming what was named British Balochistan''.
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Thus began a prolonged colonial rule that altered our
territorial and psychological orientations. This painful colonial
endurance has shattered our natural evolutionary spirit, enslaving
our existence. It has destroyed our social, political, and economic
patterns—our means and methods through which we sustained and
flourished for thousands of years. Colonial practices have caused
organic disabilities in solving the problems we face, hindering our
progress, stability, and growth.

British colonialism brought tools and tactics to enslave much
of the world, utilizing military might with modern armies and
weaponry. They manipulated history, creating their version of
knowledge and justifying their deeds. They devised discourses that
became rules and policies to alter colonized ideas. British colonialism
applied social anthropology and history to understand and control
colonial subjects, deeming our social institutions primitive and tribal,
branding our civilization as anti-civilization.

Colonial discourse labeled the Baloch as tribal, synonymous
with race, kinship, and homogenous societies leading to ethnic
nationalism founded on prejudices and narrow-mindedness. In
contrast, scientifically and anthropologically, the Baloch are a
heterogeneous society, fostering civic nationalism and broad-
mindedness. Pre-colonially, Baloch society was characterized by
autonomy, hierarchy, equality, and consultation. Historically, Baloch
alliances or units termed tribes derived their names from the places
they lived or military units.
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The colonial rulers denied the Baloch any worth in their past,
using this denial as a weapon of domination to demoralize and
frustrate us, denying our basic humanity by erasing our history.

British colonial rule ended with the partition of the
subcontinent and the creation of the neo-colonial state of Pakistan,
handed the Baloch to this newly established colony, which found
ideological grounding in fundamentalist Islamic beliefs. Pakistan
occupied Baloch land, tricking and deceiving the Baloch nation for
colonial interests of domination and influence in world politics.

The British-drawn colonial borders and political orders
persisted in Balochistan, further dividing the already fractured Baloch
land. The neo-colonial project of British legacy continued by
tightening control over conquered Baloch land, subjecting Baloch
people to violence and terror, replacing Baloch identity with a newly
created Pakistani mimic identity. This began one of the worst
genocides in human history. Punjabi colonization of Baloch land not
only robbed the Baloch of their land and resources but also their
lives, culture, and language. From the beginning until now, the
Pakistani expedition on Baloch land has been a brutal genocide.

Colonial Violence

The entire colonial structure is founded on violence, making
violence the central force shaping colonial relationships.
Understanding this crucial phenomenon becomes essential.
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Balochistan is seen as a colony inhabited by savages, lacking
organization as a state and not resembling a human world. The
colonial army of Pakistan does not form a distinct entity, and this
colonial conflict is not a conventional war between regular armies.
The colonial structure operates through terror, contrasting with
legitimate wars conducted by recognized states. It blurs the lines
between combatants and non-combatants, making peace impossible.
Balochistan has become a colonial zone where war and disorder are
integral to politics, a place where judicial order is suspended, and the
violence of the state of exception fiserves the interests of the country.

Consequently, the colonial army and its collaborators are free
to abduct, kill, and torture the Baloch people easily. Thousands of
Baloch individuals are abducted, killed, tortured, and humiliated. The
colonial armies conduct search operations, door-to-door raids, and
daily humiliations of Baloch masses. Meanwhile, colonial institutions
justify and legitimize this brutal genocide. The rest of the colonial
population supports this campaign of mass murder and genocide
because they benefit from colonial domination. They thrive with our
wealth, using our resources to operate their industries and homes.
We suffer while they prosper.

The murderous campaign we've endured since the 2000s
reflects a reign of terror and violence. Thousands of students,
activists, journalists, workers, and ordinary Baloch individuals have
been killed, tortured, and discarded.

Let's recall the testimony of Martyr Gulam Muhammad Baloch
in an interview where he recounted memories of a torture cell. He
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was asked by a colonial officer, "Do you know where you are?" He
replied, "Yes, | am aware that | am in your custody." Then they asked,
"Do you know what we are capable of?" He replied, "Yes, | know you
can kill, torture, and dump my body in a barren land." The violence of
the colonizers has entered our collective memory, aiming to alienate
us from our traditions, history, culture, and struggle. Colonialism
targets individual bodies, psyches, and cultures, gradually destroying
the minds, dignity, and culture of the colonized, as Fanon
demonstrates.

Colonialism is primarily a state of violence where every aspect
of life is subjected to endless violence, shaping all relations through
coercion and control. This violence manifests at multiple levels: hard,
physical violence; military manifestations of violence; and cultural
domination through education and language.

In the insightful words of Franz Fanon, colonial violence begins
with an act of geographical violence: the physical separation of the
world of the colonizer from that of the colonized. Everywhere around
us, we see compartments, military camps, and cantonments. This
physical separation distinguishes "us" from "them." Their
cantonments, cities, and residential areas are orderly, peaceful, and
tidy, while our world reflects suffocation, suffering, poverty, and

illness.

Territorial violence involves reordering our land that we've
used for generations, dividing our people arbitrarily and colonizing
our culture and imaginations. Military camps, barracks, checkpoints,
and barriers symbolize colonial authority. The construction of roads,
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ports, and housing schemes, claimed as development, are acts of
violence.

Moreover, contemporary colonial occupation combines
disciplinary, biopoliticalV, and necropolitical power. We Baloch
people endure the most advanced form of necro power, where the
colonial state derives sovereignty and legitimacy from its narrative of
history and identity. This combination grants absolute domination
over us and our people. Our villages are sealed off, our lives
militarized, and local institutions systematically destroyed. We are
deprived of our livelihoods, subjected to invisible killings and outright
executions.

During this dehumanizing process, some among us have
adopted and internalized the role of colonizers, using their language
and lifestyle to oppress their own people. This mimicry results from
the violent erasure of our culture and the cultural trauma we
experience. Many of us base our identity on fluency in the colonizer's
language, constructed through violent hegemonic domination via
cultural apparatus like books, newspapers, schools, advertisements,
and films.

Anti-Colonial Violence

As a result of persistent violence, the colonized find
themselves slowly but thoroughly destroyed. When both individual
and collective cultural identities are eroded by colonial violence,
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counter-colonial violence emerges. "The colonized man liberates
himself in and through violence," wrote Fanon in "The Wretched of
the Earth." The Baloch, beaten down for a long time, are carving out
a new self through anti-colonial resistance, taking the form of
violence. This violence is preceded by a moment of consciousness
and awareness where the colonized recognize their oppression.
When this awareness dawns, violent insurrection occurs.

The first objective is to overthrow the colonizer through anti-
colonial struggle. Anti-colonial violence, termed "instrumental
violence," is essentially a social project directed at the community.
The second objective of this struggle is self-realization and the revival
of subjectivity, dignity, and identity. For Fanon, this journey may lead
to death and annihilation, but it is a death of choice. If instrumental
violence seeks to re-establish the cultural identity erased by
colonialism, absolute violence seeks to retrieve a buried self under
the humiliations of the colonial master. This liberated self, with its
subjectivity, marks the emergence of a new man. When such a new
man gathers as a collective, it generates a total rupture in the world.

It's important to note that "Violence in Fanon is always the
route to self-determination and identity formation." It enables the
colonized to reclaim their self-identity and proceed to build a new
social order. Thus, anti-colonial violence is part of a dialectic whose
other pole is colonial violence. Since the relationship was sustained
through violence, the only way to break it is through further violence.
Whether viewed from the perspective of slavery or colonial
occupation, death and freedom are irrevocably interwoven. As seen,
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terror is a defining feature of both slavery and late modern colonial
occupation.

Living under late modern colonial occupation means
experiencing a permanent state of "being in pain": fortified
structures, military posts, and roadblocks everywhere; buildings
evoking painful memories of humiliation, interrogations, and
beatings; curfews confining hundreds and thousands in cramped
homes every night; soldiers patrolling the streets; parents shamed
and beaten in front of their families; closed borders; broken bones;
shootings and fatalities—a certain kind of madness. In such
circumstances, the discipline of life and the hardships faced are
marked by excess. According to Mbembe', what connects terror,
death, and freedom is an ecstatic notion of temporality and politics.
Death in the present is viewed as a release from terror and bondage,
not an encounter with limits, boundaries, or barriers.

Colonial Education

In any society, social-political consciousness is created through
the education system. This powerful means shapes individuals'
worldviews and behaviors. During colonization, the colonial power
implements its own schooling system within their colonies to
consolidate colonial rule. The concept of assimilation is key to
colonial education, forcing the colonized to conform to the cultures
and traditions of the colonizers. Cultural assimilation is a potent form
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of political action because cultural domination often precedes
conquest by force and operates with consent.

We endure this phenomenon in colonial educational
institutions, where institutes function to indoctrinate specific
narratives. The education system justifies and glorifies the history,
language, and culture of the colonizer. Colonized youth face intense
propaganda in textbooks that portray the colonial master as vastly
superior with a lavish lifestyle. Students are compelled to learn the
colonial language and adapt their dress, while their own language
and attire are deemed useless and inferior. This psychological
pressure leads to the breakdown of the colonized individual, caught
between their true societal position and the ideal preached by the
colonizer.

Growing up in a Baloch household, learning the mother
tongue, and hearing stories of Baloch heroes, clashes starkly with
colonial education that glorifies the lifestyle and language of the
colonizer. This conflict results in a breakdown of personality and
instills feelings of inferiority in the colonized. Colonial education
alienates individuals from their society both psychologically and
physically.

The colonial education system functions as a disciplinary
institution, subjecting individuals to constant monitoring and
regulation. This surveillance extends beyond physical spaces to the
structure of knowledge dissemination and control mechanisms within
educational institutions. These disciplinary¥’ mechanisms mold
colonized subjects to fit into colonial norms and reinforce existing
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colonial power structures. In the courageous words of martyr
Professor Saba Dashtyari Baloch, "The Pakistani education system is
not education, but a curse and shame because it renders one
impotent and mentally corrupt.” This illustrates how colonial
education produces docile bodies, submissive to colonial domination.

1 The Wretched of the Earth, Frantz Fanon

1 The Serviles of Baloch Resistance, Surat Khan Marri

11t defines a special condition in which the juridical order is suspended due to an
emergency or a crisis threatening the state.

1 Biopower is a term which relates to the practice of modern nation states and their
regulation of their subjects through "an explosion of numerous and diverse
techniques for achieving the subjugations of bodies and the control of
populations". It was coined by French social theorist Michel Foucault

1 Necro politics, Achille Mbembe

! Disciplinary power, as theorized by Michel Foucault, plays a crucial role in
understanding the mechanisms of social control in modern societies. This
concept sheds light on the subtle yet pervasive ways in which power
operates to regulate individuals and shape behavior.
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