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BSO Azad and the day of independence; 11 August

Sholan Baloch

Spokesperson of Baloch Students Organisation Azad

After 108 years, Balochistan got rid of colonial rule from British empire on
11 August, 1947. The Khan raised the flag of Balochistan, declaring complete
independence. The state of Balochistan was accepted by neighbouring coun-
tries and British itself. However, this independence didn’t last, after eight
months, the newly formed state of Pakistan invaded Balochistan and force-
fully occupied it.

But 11 August is considered among Baloch nation, the Independence Day of
Balochistan.

The Baloch Students Organisation Azad has been campaigning and mobilis-
ing Baloch youth and masses regarding the day for decades. BSO has organ-
ised public gatherings, protests rallies, corner meetings and conferences to
aware the Baloch nation on this day and mobilising them to resist against
the forceful occupation from the Pakistani state. We celebrate this day not
for only joy but to remind our nation on our lost independence. To remem-
ber that Baloch as nation has a national state and as like others oppressed
nations, we have also fought against colonialism.

We will never forget this day neither those beautiful souls who sacrificed
their precious lives for regaining the independence for our motherland. BSO
Azad not only believe it an occasion rather we take this, a day of remem-
brance to struggle in a more organised way and regain our lost indepen-
dence.

As BSO has been organising public awareness campaigns on ground physi-
cally and digitally on social media. Apart from this we have been politically
educating our nation through literature. We believe literature can guide us
to understand the truth and our past failures, lead us to revive and grow as
strong nation.

The Bam e Ajoi booklet is a piece of literature on 11 August. The booklet ed-
ucates the nation on the background of this day, the struggle against Brit-
ish colonial rule, the agreements between Baloch nation and British empire,
the governing structure of Balochistan in eight months of independence, the
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forceful occupation by Pakistan and resistance against it and about the na-

tional liberation struggle for regaining the lost independence from occupa-
tion of Pakistan.

BSO Azad, as anti-colonial organisation struggles against the colonial occu-
pation and firmly believes in Knowledge, Struggle and Victory.
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Background of 11 August: Independence Day of Balochistan

Editor

New Status for Kalat

KARACHI, Aug. 11 (P —Among
the congratulatory messages read
to the Pakistan assembly today
was one from United States Secre-
tary of State George C. Marshall,

An announcement from New
Delhi said that Kalat, Moslem
State in Baluchistan, had reached
an agreement with Pakistan for
free flow of communications and
commerce, and would negotiate for
decisions on defense, external af-
fairs and communications. Under
the agreement Pakistan recognizes

Kalat as an independent sovereign
atate with a status different from
that of the Indian States.

Ehe New Hork Times
Published: August 12, 1947
Copyright © The New York Times

Introduction

The political history of the Khanate of Kalat during the final years of British
rule remains one of the most concerning subjects in the modern history of
South Asia. During this period, 11 August 1947 occupies a significant place
in the historical memory of the Baloch people. This date accounts the dec-
laration of Kalat’s independence following the end of British paramountcy,
while later on 27 March 1948, became another hallmark for Baloch national
movement when Kalat was forcibly occupied by Pakistan.

Understanding these events requires examining the history of the Khanate of
Kalat, British colonial policy in the region, the constitutional arrangements
made during the partition of British India, and the political developments
that followed. However, the forcible occupation of Kalat state gave birth
to an unwavering resistance against colonialism that till date, continues to
lighten the path of freedom to bring Balochistan to Independence from Paki-
stani colonial rule.

Historical Background

The Khanate of Kalat emerged as the principal Baloch political entity during
the seventeenth century. In 1666, under the leadership of Mir Naseer Khan
Noori, the Baloch national state was established, the Khanate expanded its
influence over much of Balochistan through alliances with different tribal
leaders of Balochistan. Although authority varied across regions, Kalat be-
came the most prominent Baloch political institution of its time.

During the nineteenth century, Britain’s strategic rivalry with Imperial Rus-
sia, commonly known as the Great Game, made Balochistan increasingly im-
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portant because of its location between British India, Afghanistan, Iran and
the Arabian Sea. In 1839, during the First Anglo-Afghan War, British forces
entered Kalat. This was opposed through the armed resistance by Mir Meh-
rab Khan, who along with his companions was martyred during the con-
flict. After this, British influence in the region expanded through military
agreements and treaties with the Khanate. Rather than governing the entire
territory directly, Britain relied largely on treaty relationships and indirect
administration while maintaining strategic control over key areas.

These arrangements preserved some internal autonomy for the Khanate
while placing foreign relations and broader strategic matters under Brit-
ish influence. Kalat occupied a constitutional position within the British
rule that differed in important respects from many other princely states but
throughout the colonial period, resistance by various Baloch leaders and
tribes continued, and reflecting longstanding opposition to external control.

Kalat state and the End of British Rule

As Britain prepared to leave the Indian subcontinent in 1947, the constitu-
tional future of Kalat became an important issue. Historical facts represents
that the Khanate of Kalat, Lord Mountbatten, and Muhammad Ali Jinnah met
in early august 1947 to discuss Kalat’s status following the end of British
rule. Jinnah was the legal advocate for the restoration of Balochistan’s inde-
pendence. He was paid a large amount to fight the legal actions for Baloch-
istan.

An agreement reached on 4 August 1947 that acknowledged Kalat’s distinct
constitutional position. On 11 August 1947, an announcement concerning Ka-
lat’s independent status was made shortly before the partition of British
India.

At this period, the Khan of Kalat, Mir Ahmad Yar Khan, declared the inde-
pendence of the state and expressed his vision for the new state, stating
that one of his long-held wishes—the independence of Balochistan—had been
fulfilled. He also spoke of establishing a secular state, respecting Islamic
system of government while safeguarding the rights of minorities and ex-
pressed his aspiration to see the Baloch become a developed nation among
the advanced countries of the world.

During this brief period, Kalat established legislative institutions known
as the Diwan-e-Aam and the Diwan-e-Khas. The Diwan-e-Aam consisted of
elected or nominated representatives from different regions, while the Di-
wan-e-Khas comprised hereditary tribal chiefs. These bodies reflected at-
tempts to organize governance within the Khanate during the transition

t 4 Sl ;K
¥



Sagaar Publications B Gsle ol

from British rule. Kalat was transforming to become a sovereign state af-
ter years of colonial rule, these arrangements were developing accordingly,
while the unnatural state of Pakistan along with its leadership was keeping
a wicked eye over Balochistan.

The forceful occupation

The months between August 1947 and March 1948 remain the most debated
period in Kalat’s modern history. According to Pakistani narrative, negotia-
tions between the Government of Pakistan and the Khan of Kalat culminated
in the signing of an Instrument of Accession on 27 March 1948, bringing
Kalat into Pakistan through a constitutional process similar to that followed
by many princely states. While the reality differs these so called claims, Ka-
lat had already become an independent state following the lapse of British
paramountcy while political pressure and military aggression from Pakistani
state led to forced occupation of Balochistan. Pakistani state launched mili-
tary aggression on various fronts including a naval invade on Makuran, foot
soldiers marched towards Lasbela and Kharan State and took the control
forcefully, however a grand military operation was launched by Pakistani
srate on Kalat state, surrounded the region and forcing the Khan to surren-
der. Since then, 11 August and 27 March continue to hold premium signifi-
cance in Baloch national history.

Political Scenario After 1948

Following Kalat’s occupation by Pakistan, political tensions continued in Ba-
lochistan. An armed uprising led by Prince Agha Abdul Karim, brother of the
Khan of Kalat, shortly after 1948. This was the first major armed resistance
associated with the Baloch national movement after the occupation by Paki-
stan.

Further conflicts emerged during subsequent decades. The One Unit policy
introduced in the 1950s became a source of political opposition among many
Baloch leaders. During this period, Nawab Nauroz Khan became associated
with another armed resistance, which ended after bogus negotiations and
arrests.

Additional armed resistance occurred during the governments of Field Mar-
shal Ayub Khan in the 1960s and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in the 1970s. These
conflicts reflected disagreements over provincial autonomy, political rep-
resentation, and the distribution of power within Pakistan, while Pakistani
colonial rule was the leading cause of the conflict.
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Alongside armed resistance, political struggle also developed through forma-
tion of student organizations, predominantly BSO, intellectual circles (Haq
Tawar), and the ideas of revolutionary politics kept emerging. The establish-
ment of the Baloch Students Organization (BSO) in 1967 marked an import-
ant moment in the emergence of organized student politics in Balochistan.
Later on, as the 21 century came to being, the Baloch National Movement be-
came more organized, resilient and committed to resist until the restoration
of a sovereign and independent Balochistan.

Contemporary Perspectives

Since the early twenty-first century, Balochistan has remained affected by
political unrest along with Pakistan’s brutal colonial policies. The Baloch
people and even the International human rights organizations have raised
concerns regarding enforced disappearances, extrajudicial killings, attacking
innocent civilians, restrictions on political freedoms by occupying Pakistani
state, and the humanitarian consequences of prolonged conflict. Moreover
economic exploitation over the natural resources extracted in Balochistan
continues to be another colonial policy whose benefits are also being con-
sumed by some international organizations, multinational companies and
other countries. On the other hand, targeting and killing Baloch people, caus-
ing them to abandon their lands and forcing displacement continues along-
side violence done by Pakistani security forces. Pakistani authorities and the
puppet government in Balochistan have stated that security operations are
directed against armed militant groups and are intended to maintain public
order and so-called national security, while on daily basis drone strikes keep
targeting young children, Mohammad Aiman, a minor from khuzdar is just
the recent victim of a drone strike. Before few days, mosques were target-
ed in khadkocha, mastung as part of a military operation. There are multi-
ple cases that continue to represent Pakistan’s violent behavior that openly
presents the false accusations of its military regarding the so-called security
operations and security. The recent documented reports on target killings,
fake encounters and extrajudicial killings present in the booklet- Zhangé6lén
Jon, produced by Baloch Students Organization Azad (BSO Azad), confirms
the atrocities conducted by Pakistan in its colony, Balochistan. Thus, years
after the occupation of Balochistan, Pakistan has been the cause of unrest in
the region. Just after the forcible occupation of Kalat to present day, Pakistan
has always been welcomed only by resistance, bloodshed and the firm belief
of Baloch nation who are entirely committed to regain the independence of
their homeland’
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Historical Significance and Conclusion

The anniversaries of 11 August 1947 and 27 March 1948 remain important
because they represent more than historical dates. They reflect competing
understandings of sovereignty, constitutional law, colonial transition, and
national identity.

11 August symbolizes the memory of a brief period of independent statehood.
This day continue to be a hallmark for the national struggle that reminds the
Baloch people and the world that the Baloch people have never accepted
the colonial rule of Pakistan, it has been resisting every aspect of the rule
since its occupation. Sooner or later, Pakistan has to give up its hands over
Balochistan, either on its own will or the Baloch national struggle will break
it’s foundations. Baloch freedom fighters, resilient political workers and the
blood of our martyrs have strengthened this movement against colonialism
which will continue until the immoral state of Pakistan takes its last breath.

Le > 8
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11 August, The day of oath to be more organised

Mehrdaar Baloch

Secretary General of BSO Azad

11 August is a day of historical importance. In 850 BC Meedh and Hoth tribes
of Balochistan formed an alliance in Makuran, after that 44 tribes came unit-
ed under Jalal Khan in 13 AD till the Ahmad Zai tribe laid down the founda-
tion of Kalat State in 1666. And on 11th August Baloch restored their Inde-
pendence taken away by British colonizer for 108 years.

History witnesses that Baloch has never surrendered from Independence.
Through the history of the world that is marked by wars and bloodshed,
empires have collapsed, states have been formed on the ruins of human suf-
ferings, the freedom has been taken away. However, We can proudly say that
“We have preserved it”. It does not mean that we have not faced difficult
times throughout the history but we have carried the hope of independence
in fire and blood.

We do not celebrate 11th August merely as a Day of celebrations, hosting
flags around and chanting slogans. It is more than that for a Nation that is
waging a war of Independent in 21st century. It reflects the relentless sacri-
fice of Mir Mehrab Khan and thousands of other Baloch who laid down their
lives for this day. It reminds us that Independence has a price that is to be
paid with blood. On the same day Martyr Rehan Jan from the consciousness
of Ustad Aslam Baloch and Lumma Yasmeen laid a legacy of sacrifice that the
world has never witnessed. It was not a sacrifice only but a reminder that
the dawn of Independence is priceless. It deserves more than the sacrifice of
the love of a children, father and a mother for one another.

Today on August 11, We as a nation shall remember all the martyrs who have
given their precious lives for the freedom of Baloch land, enlightening the
flames of Independence in blood. We shall remember The Sarmachars; con-
fronting an uncivilized enemy but maintaining highest standard and rules of
war whose love for humanity is a clear reflection of the decolonizing man
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described by Frantz Fanon in his book the wretched of the earth liberating
the colonizer and the colonized. We must remember all the anonymous Jo-
hudkars, struggling in shadow for a civilised society and a liberated Baloch-
istan. We shall remember the pain of all those families who are suffering as
a price for the Independence of Balochistan.

We must not take this day on emotional basis only, educated Baloch youth
and intellectuals should critically analyze the causes of our state failure that
was soon occupied by Pakistan illegally just after eight months of Indepen-
dence; We must not show any kind of mercy towards our leaders due to
whose cowardice and ineligibility the freedom was lost. This mercy is not
morality rather it will be considered a hypocrisy and I believe our coming
generation does not conceal even our weakness in the name of morality but
that would be late that is why our today’s generation must follow the strug-
gle ideologically clear and structurally organised.

We must study the nature of today’s politics and we must be connected with
the changing landscape of international relations to succeed in the forma-
tion of a state which must be able to take its place in the world order. Many
states have been formed in history but only a state is not the alternative of
Independence, for that we must be a power; a power that lives with its own
conditions, its values and civilizations.
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The Struggle for Restoration of Independence

Saganr Publications

Kegad Baloch
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Introduction

The history of the Baloch national question cannot be understood simply as a
conflict that began with the creation of unnatural state of Pakistan in August
1947. Its roots extend much further into the political history of the Baloch
nation, the Khanate of Kalat, British colonial expansion, the emergence of
modern Baloch nationalism, the political transformations that accompanied
the British withdrawal from the Indian subcontinent, formation of a client
state like Pakistan, its forceful occupation of the Baloch land and the resis-
tance movements carried out by the Baloch people against Pakistan’s colo-
nialism.

Among all this, our central historical narrative is the repeated loss and at-
tempted restoration of political sovereignty and complete independence of
Balochistan. The British conquest of Kalat in 1839 is regarded as the first
major rupture in Baloch sovereignty, while the occupation of Kalat by Paki-
stan in 1948 is regarded as a second. Between these two events, however, a
modern Baloch political consciousness developed, producing political organ-
isations, intellectual movements and demands for national self-determina-
tion.

The events surrounding 1947-48 remain particularly cardinal, as they shape
the contemporary Baloch national movement. As per Naseer Dashti, the end
of British paramountcy restored Kalat’s sovereignty and later the forceful
incorporation of Kalat into Pakistan was an act of coercive occupation. This

Occupation was welcomed with armed struggle and resistance at the same
time which certainly proves the Pakistani bogus narrative of accession to be
fallacious.

Understanding this history therefore requires a substantive study over Ba-
lochistan’s historical Background of sovereignty, the misleading claims made
by the colonial state of Pakistan and the present day struggle to regain the
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independence of Balochistan.

The Foundations of Baloch Political Identity

The Baloch territories historically extended far beyond the boundaries of
the present-day Balochistan, (the region occupied by Pakistan), while the
Baloch land and political territories are developed across areas that today
are occupied by Iran and Afghanistan too. Over centuries, different tribal
confederations and political authorities emerged in the region. The Khanate
of Kalat eventually became the principal political center of a broader Baloch
political order.

The importance of Kalat in Baloch history lies not simply in its territorial
extent but in its political symbolism. It represented an indigenous political
authority that existed before the establishment of British colonial rule over
the region.

The Baloch political system, however, was not a modern nation-state in the
contemporary European sense but consisted of tribal, territorial and politi-
cal relationships that changed over time and reflected similar to a function-
ing and nation-state. Nevertheless, the memory of Kalat as a center of Baloch
political authority is an important foundation for modern Baloch national-
ism.

British Expansion and the First Loss of Sovereignty

British imperial expansion into Balochistan accelerated during the nine-
teenth century. Balochistan was strategically important because it lay be-
tween British India, Afghanistan and Persia and provided routes toward the
Arabian Sea and the wider geopolitical frontier of British India. The First
Anglo-Afghan War brought the British directly into conflict with the Khanate
of Kalat.

In 1839, British forces attacked Kalat. Khan Mehrab Khan was martyred
during the assault, He probably knew the fate, but resisted until his last
breath. This represents the resistive behavior of Baloch leadership, who nev-
er accepted slavery and occupation, rather resist every sort of colonialism
and till date, Baloch nation is resisting against the colonial rule of Pakistan.
However, this conflict was marked as the beginning of the first major loss of
Baloch sovereignty to British imperial power.

British control subsequently developed through a combination of direct ad-
ministration, treaties, political agents, leases and indirect rule which pro-
duced a complicated political structure in Balochistan. Not all Baloch ter-

t 11 Sl K
¥




Sagaar Publications B Gsle ol

ritories were administered in the same way. Some were directly controlled
by the British, some were associated with the Khanate of Kalat, and others
developed separate political arrangements under British paramountcy.

The British therefore did not simply create a single political unit called Ba-
lochistan. Instead, they administered the region through a fragmented colo-
nial structure, with the policy of divide and rule. This fragmentation became
extremely important as it reflected different colonial policies over Baloch
people and their land. The core idea was simply not to let the Baloch unite
during British rule, so that its occupation persisted better. This political cri-
sis surrounding Balochistan also became a reason for the events of 1947-48.

Colonial Rule and the Development of Modern Baloch Nationalism

The emergence of modern Baloch nationalism occurred during the late Brit-
ish colonial period.Baloch intellectuals and political activists increasingly
resisted colonial rule, political repression, inadequate education and the
traditional concentration of power in state backed tribal elites.Among the
important early organizations was the Anjuman-e-Ittehad-e-Balochan, asso-
ciated with political figures such as Yousaf Aziz Magsi and Abdul Aziz Kurd.
The movement sought greater political unity among the Baloch, de-colonial
education and political rights to claim the sovereignty of Balochistan.

In 1937, the Kalat State National Party emerged as an important political
organisation. Figures including Abdul Aziz Kurd, Ghaus Bakhsh Bizenjo and
Mir Gul Khan Nasir became associated with the developing nationalist po-
litical tradition. This period is significant because it demonstrates that Ba-
loch nationalism did not suddenly emerge as a reaction to Pakistan, rather
a political consciousness demanding self-determination and recognition of
Baloch political identity had already developed under British rule.The na-
tionalist movement therefore entered the 1940s with its own political histo-
ry and organizational traditions.

The Second World War and the End of British Rule

The Second World War severely weakened Britain economically and politi-
cally. By the middle of the 1940s, British withdrawal from the Indian subcon-
tinent had become increasingly inevitable.

The approaching end of British rule created an unresolved question con-
cerning the princely states and territories whose relationship was with the
British Crown rather than directly with British India. This question was par-
ticularly important for Kalat.
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The Khanate relationship with Britain was based on treaties and that the end
of British paramountcy would terminate those obligations, this meant that
Kalat would recover its independent political status after Britain withdrew
and so that happened later. While, the colonial state of Pakistan regarded
the political future of the princely states within the context of the partition
of British India and the accession of states to either India or Pakistan, which
is mendacious and a fabricated narrative, aimed to manipulate the truth be-
hind forcefully occupying Balochistan.

Thus, the political disagreement that emerged in 1947 was not simply about
geography. It was fundamentally a disagreement about sovereignty and the
constitutional status of Kalat.

1947: British Withdrawal and the Sovereignty of Kalat

The Indian Independence Act of 1947 brought British rule in India to an end.
This resulted in the formation of an unnatural state based on so-called Is-
lamic principles, while reality reveals nothing else but a regime that would
serve the colonial British interests in this region. Since then, this state of
Pakistan has been a terrorist state in the region, surpassing human rights,
practicing Genocide and being a home for internationally recognized terror-
ist organisations.

The end of British paramountcy created a new political environment in which
the Khanate of Kalat asserted its separate political status.

The date 11 August 1947 occupies a particularly important place in Baloch
nationalist memory.

A Standstill Agreement was reached between Kalat and Pakistan to preserve
existing arrangements while negotiations continued. This period was an
evidence that Kalat possessed a distinct political status and that Pakistan
initially dealt with it separately. But the lust for Balochistan’s exclusive re-
sources and strategic geography brought the immoral state to forcibly occu-
py Balochistan.

Therefore, the events of August 1947 are understood as the beginning of a
major political dispute in the region after the withdrawal of British.

The Kalat Parliament and the Question of accession

The political future of Kalat became the subject of debate within the state’s
political institutions.

The Khanate had a bicameral legislative structure consisting of the Diwan-e-
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Aam and Diwan-e-Khas. These meetings debated majorily on the question of
accession and the construction of newly formed state of Balochistan. During
which, there was strong opposition to accession rather a strong will for res-
toration of Baloch state was represented by majority.

Ghaus Bakhsh Bizenjo became one of the most prominent voices articulating
the nationalist position. He argued that the fact that the population of Kalat
was overwhelmingly Muslim did not by itself determine the state’s political
future. For Bizenjo and other nationalists, political identity, sovereignty and
the right of the people to determine their future were separate questions
from religious affiliation.

This represented an important ideological principle in modern Baloch na-
tionalism:

Muslim identity did not necessarily mean that Baloch political sovereignty
had to be surrendered to another newly formed state.

March 1948: The Forceful Occupation

The crisis reached its decisive stage in March 1948. On 27 March 1948, Kalat
was ambushed with military operations, the region was seized and Khan of
Kalat was forced to sign an Instrument of annexation to Pakistan.

The Khan was subjected to intense political and military pressure and that
the circumstances surrounding the annexation prevented it from being a
genuinely voluntary act. The sovereignty of Balochistan was taken through
coercion which is described as occupation rather than an accession.

Consequently, March 1948 reflects the period of occupation, Balochistan
once again lost its sovereignty under colonizers, but instead of a surrender,
the Baloch movement once again rose with the waves of resistance.

Prince Abdul Karim and the First Post-1947 Resistance

The forcible occupation was never acceptable for the Baloch, as a result Prince
Abdul Karim, openly rejected the settlement and moved toward Afghanistan,
where he attempted to organize resistance. His movement became the first
major armed Baloch resistance against Pakistan after independence.

Although militarily limited, its historical significance is always considerable.
It demonstrated that the political dispute surrounding Kalat’s annexation
had not been resolved simply through the signing of an Instrument of Acces-
sion.
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A pattern began to emerge that recurred throughout Balochistan’s subse-
quent history:

The pattern of resistance and completely denying the treaty of accession.
This phase of resistance gave birth to a broader struggle that continues with
the same objectives, to regain the independence of Balochistan.

The 1958-59 Uprising

Political tensions intensified during the late 1950s. The centralization of
power under Iskander Mirza and subsequently General Ayub Khan, com-
bined with disputes over provincial autonomy and the treatment of nation-
alist leaders, produced another major confrontation.

In 1958-59, armed resistance broke out in Balochistan. The conflict demon-
strated that the 1948 resistance had not been an isolated event. This wasn’t
merely the political grievances surrounding centralization but the Baloch
national question which continued to generate resistance.

The 1960s and Sher Mohammad Marri

The 1960s saw another phase of armed Baloch resistance, particularly with
Sher Mohammad Marri that operated in the Marri and surrounding areas
through his armed organization, BPLF. Guerrilla resistance developed in
mountainous areas, making military suppression difficult.

Eventually, the Baloch struggle took a new shift in performing guerilla op-
erations, this brought intensity to the conflict but the underlying political
question still remained unresolved. This duration became more important
as Baloch students politics emerged, Although, student organization faced
numerous problems while establishing itself but it became successful in cre-
ating a platform for youth to resist against the colonial rule.

The End of One Unit and the Fantasy for Provincial Politics

In 1970, One Unit was abolished.Balochistan became a separate province in
Pakistani state setup. Although for opportunistic people, this created pos-
sibilities for parliamentary politics but on the other side, the struggle for
National Liberation continued firmly which openly rejected the idea of par-
liamentary politics. The National Awami Party (NAP) became an important
political force in Balochistan. Few Baloch nationalist entered the parliamen-
tary system and sought to pursue their political objectives through constitu-

t 15 Sl ;K
¥



Sagaar Publications B Gsle ol

tional institutions but failed, because no resistance can be performed while
accepting the occupier’s political system, this was an illusion for those peo-
ple who claimed to work within the oppressor political set-up.

This period is essential for understanding the Baloch national movement
because it demonstrates that the idea for parliamentary politics is just a
thought in vain.

The 1973-77 Armed Struggle

The most extensive pre-2000 Baloch phase of resistance occurred during the
1970s.

The NAP-led provincial government came into conflict with the federal gov-
ernment. In 1973, the federal government dismissed the Balochistan provin-
cial government.

The dismissal along with the previously unresolved question of Baloch Na-
tion became one of the immediate triggers of a major armed resistance.
Thousands of fighters participated in the resistance, particularly in Marri
and Mengal areas while the Pakistani Army conducted extensive military
operations along with human rights abuses. Iran also supported Pakistan
militarily because the Iranian government feared that Baloch nationalism
could spread across the so-called border into Iranian occupied Balochistan.

The conflict continued for several years, which intensified the National
struggle. A more refined form of resistance was being shaped at this period,
the political experiences of Baloch leadership was maturing, the objectives
of national struggle were being formed and later years proved to be the
stronger period in Baloch national struggle.

The 1990s and the Rise of a New phase in resistance

The 1990s witnessed the emergence of a younger generation of Baloch activ-
ists. Students became increasingly important in political mobilization. Ba-
loch student organisations helped connect political nationalism in a more
scientific form, the idea of organizational politics along with valid politi-
cal management came into being. The nationalist movement gradually be-
came less dependent on traditional tribal leadership. Students, intellectuals,
writers, professionals and sharper activists became increasingly visible and
leading the movement. Baba Khair Bux, along with his companions was gen-
erating a stronger platform for armed struggle during his exile, his return
to Balochistan later brought a transforming energy to the movement. Baloch
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Liberation Army emerged as a prominent organization at this period. While
other Baloch leadership were also organising political platforms to give a
new shape to the Baloch National movement. This generational transforma-
tion became particularly important after 2000.

The Renewed phase of Resistance, Post-2000s

The beginning of the twenty-first century witnessed another major improve-
ment in Baloch National Sttruggle. Baloch National movement was being
more nourished with greater political thought, clear ideology and organ-
isational strategies. Armed organizations including the Baloch Liberation
Army, Balochistan Liberation Front and Baloch Republican Army (BRA) be-
came prominent. While BSO Azad emerged as an independent student or-
ganization, with a clear stance of resisting against Pakistani colonial rule.
Later, under the leadership of Chairman Ghulam Mohmmad Baloch, Baloch
National Movemen’s formation brought another privilege to the movement.
Nationalist politics became increasingly significant with the core idea to di-
minish Pakistani rule in Balochistan and regain the sovereignty.

The struggle expanded beyond traditional tribal politics and became con-
nected with a broader nationalist narrative concerning scientific methods of
resistance. Post 2000s holds a significant memory in Baloch history and till
date this phase of resistance continues.

The Transformation of Resistance under Pakistans hard policies

During the 2000s and 2010s, the Pakistani state intensified its crimes in
Balochistan, issues of missing persons, kill and dump policy, mass displace-
ment, resource exploitation, and other hard policies became increasingly
central to Baloch political mobilization. As the immoral state continued its
crimes in Balochistan, the resistance against it became more resilient.

Families of missing people began organizing campaigns demanding informa-
tion about their relatives. Organizations such as the Voice for Baloch Miss-
ing Persons became prominent in this struggle. The movement increasingly
shifted to highlight Pakistan’s crime and expose its fascist behavior to the
world.

This represented a major transformation of Baloch political mobilization.
Political organizations were blacklisted, student leadership were detained
and made victim of enforced disappearances, and innocent people were tar-
geted in armed encounters by Pakistani state. A series of never ending geno-
cidal policies were being practiced in Balochistan and yet the world kept its
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eye blindfolded. Nothing led to the diminishing of National struggle, more
the Pakistani state committed crimes, more the Baloch political organiza-
tions resisted. Despite, a major crackdown over political workers and orga-
nizations, The Baloch struggle continues with unwavering determination till
date.

The contemporary Baloch National Struggle

Today, the Baloch struggle has emerged as a prominent and strong anti-colo-
nial movement. From initial phases of resistance to organizing for national
cause, this entire historical memory has witnessed the stronger era of resis-
tance at this period. Today, the contemporary Baloch national struggle has
increasingly developed into a multidimensional movement involving armed
resistance, political activism, students’ mobilization, human-rights cam-
paigns and mass civil resistance. During this period, the issue of enforced
disappearances became one of the central issue of Baloch society, with fam-
ilies of missing persons organizing protests, hunger strikes and campaigns
demanding the recovery of their loved ones. Widespread disappearances, ex-
trajudicial killings and “kill and dump” policy are being practiced. The killing
and disappearance of activists, students and political workers, restrictions
on political activity, and the continuing militarization of large parts of Ba-
loch land further contribute to expose Pakistan’s colonial relationship with
Balochistan. At the same time, armed organizations such as the Balochistan
Liberation Front, Baloch Liberation Army and Baloch Republican Guard have
continued to be more powerful, with improving tactics and strategies, along
with practices relating to hybrid warfare against the colonial Pakistani state.
While peaceful activism, highlighting the Pakistani crimes emerged with
great importance. The Baloch Long March of 2023-24 marked an important
moment in this development, as protesters travelled from Balochistan to-
wards Islamabad to highlight enforced disappearances, extrajudicial killings
and other state crimes. The subsequent mobilization of the Baloch Yakjehti
Committee, particularly under Mahrang Baloch, presented the anger of Ba-
loch people against Pakistan’s brutal policies, and a rejection to its genocid-
al policies. The Baloch Raji Muchi in Gwadar in 2024 brought questions of
political rights, militarization, resource control and economic exclusion into
the center of public debate. Today, the behavior of Pakistan even on peaceful
activism represents its colonial face who cannot tolerate the rise of Baloch
people in any form of resistance.

Economic and resource control remain equally important in the contempo-
rary struggle. Balochistan’s natural resources, strategic coastline and min-
eral wealth have made projects such as Reko Diq, Saindak, Gwadar and the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor central points of political contention. The
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major question is not simply whether development should occur, but who
controls the land and resources, who makes decisions concerning their ex-
ploitation, and whether the Baloch, itself is willing to share their resourc-
es. The Pakistani state presents CPEC, Gwadar and mineral development as
opportunities for modernization which is nothing but pure exploitation of
Baloch land and resources without the consent of Baloch and Baloch have
been resisting this exploitation from every means. Thus, the contemporary
Baloch National struggle continues to strengthen with wide participation
from the Baloch people. Pakistan’s colonial policies can surely never dismantle
the Baloch struggle, as the struggle in Baloch National struggle is inevitable.
From the early years of colonialism to date, Baloch have continued their
resistance firmly and no power can destruct the commitment for regaining
Balochistan’s Independence.
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Independence once again turned into a distant Dream

Nodan Baloch
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On 11 August 1947, Balochistan became an independent state, and on 15 August
1947, the Khan of Kalat, Mir Ahmad Yar Khan, in a public speech, announced
the independency of Balochistan, but unfortunately, this proved to be for a
short duration. Keeping in view the historical events of the past, the British,
after the capture of Balochistan in 1839, left it a semi-independent state, and
embraced its independence once the British left the subcontinent. When the
sun began to set on the British Empire in the subcontinent, as a result, two
states came into being (India and Pakistan), and the rest of the states had the
right either remain independent or accede either to India or Pakistan. But
the case with Kalat state was different, as it was a semi-independent state
under the British Empire, had distinct treaty relationships and on that bases,
Khan of Kalat declared the independency of Balochistan.

Soon after the independence, the parliament was structured by the formation
of two houses, <Dar-ul-Awam’ and ‘Dar-ul-Umara’, where Dar-ul-Umara used
to represent the lordship of Sardars and Nawabs, while the Dar-ul-Awam
used to represent the will of common people. Moreover, on 13 December
1947, there was a three-day session on the state affairs of Balochistan, spe-
cifically regarding the relationship of Kalat state with the neighboring coun-
tries. However, this three-day session ended up with the following points.

1. What should be the national language?
2. Should Balochistan be the State with Islamic laws (Shariya)?

3. Relation with other countries (neighboring specially)

Nevertheless, Balochi was chosen as the national language; for ensuring it,
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a committee was formed to act on behalf of the decision. Secondly, it was
summed up that no direct Islamic laws (Shariya) are possible to be enforced
due to the ground realities, therefore a committee was formed to ensure
Islamic laws (shryia); last but by no means the least, was it in concern that
Balochistan will hold friendly relations with the rest of the countries.

On the other hand, in September 1947, Prime Minister Nawabzada Aslam
and Foreign Minister DY Fell visited Karachi, Pakistan for a talk on the areas
taken in lease. But unfortunately, no good results appeared except the indi-
cation for accession. Furthermore, on 20 September 1947, Pakistan’s Foreign
Secretary Ikram Ullah clearly sent a letter to Khan for accession; on the oth-
er side, Qazi Essa also met Khan and invited him to Karachi on behalf of Gov-
ernor General Muhammad Ali Jinnah for a talk on the future issues between
Balochistan and Pakistan.

Taking in view the accession issue, Khan of Kalat Mir Ahmad Yar Khan, in
October 1947, before the visit to Karachi, called both the PM and Foreign
Minister of Kalat state to discuss possibilities on the issue of accession. In a
long debate, the following were the key areas for discussion.

[

. Kalat to join Iran.
2. Kalat to join Afghanistan.

. Kalat to join India.

3
4. Kalat to be a semi-independent state under the British.
5. Kalat to join Pakistan

6

. Kalat to be independent state

However, Kalat could neither join Iran nor Afghanistan nor India due to his-
torical contradictions, USSR advancement in Afghanistan and the political
and geographical differences respectively. Besides, Kalat also could not re-
main under the British by virtue of the relation of the British with Pakistan;
apart from it, the British, in contrast, wanted Kalat to be a territory of Paki-
stan. Eventually, Pakistan remained, but it was not possible for Khan of Ka-
lat to sabotage the status of Balochistan as an independent state by joining
Pakistan; therefore, the talk came to a conclusion, not to be the territorial
part of Pakistan but remain independent and to sign an agreement and good
neighboring as possible between two independent states.
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However, Khan went for a visit to Karachi; neither PM of Pakistan nor Jinnah
himself received him, giving a razor-sharp message that, however situations
will be, the Pakistani state only accept the annexation. This time, it was
explicit enough that Pakistan would annex Balochistan in any case; (almost
on the point of snatching the right to self-determination) that is why Khan
ordered the Commander-in-Chief Brigadier Pervaz to move for a strong mea-
sure. On the other side, on 2 December 1947, in a discussion (Dewan), it was
mentioned that Pakistan wanted Balochistan to be a part of her territory, but
it was rejected and condemned by various people, including Gaus Bakhsh
Bizenjo, and it was told that behavior of this sort by the Pakistani state is
intolerable and Baloch would always be on the front line, sacrificing their
blood for the sovereignty and suzerainty of their beloved land.

On the other hand, on 14 December 1947, an act was passed that the State of
Kalat will not join Pakistan but sign an agreement with it for internal issues
to be resolved and to have cordial relations on condition that a foreign pow-
er tries to foray. But the only thing the Pakistani state insisted was that the
Kalat must be a part of her territory. Two months later, on 11 February 1948,
Jinnah visited Sibi, met with Khan and discussed the issue of accession. This
debate remained for three days, at the very last day, Khan could not attend
the talk due to health issues, so Jinnah, on 14 February, sent his minister S.P.
Shah to meet Khan. After their meeting, Khan sent a letter to Jinnah express-
ing his disappointment and displeasure regarding the accession issue. The
next month, on 9 March 1948, it was told to Khan of Kalat that Jinnah had
decided not to discuss this issue further; Kalat state had to be under the gov-
ernment of Pakistan, if not, the Pakistani state would move for forceful step.
Jinah, the immoral man and agent of British, was the lawyer of Balochistan’s
independence against British, at this point he betrayed Baloch leaders.

Apart from this, the Pakistani state, launched a grand military aggression
on Balochistan, for the disintegration of Kalat’s power, it started dividing
Balochistan, specifically Nawab of Kharan (Habib Ullah Khan) and the Jam
of Lasbela (Jam Ghulam Qadir). (Kharan and Lasbela were both subordinate
states under the suzerainty of the khanate of Kalat) On 17 March 1948, Jin-
nah met Jam Ghulam Qadir, Habib Ullah Khan, Jam of lasbela and Nawab of
Kharan respectively, and Baiyan Gichki at Karachi. Forcing them to join the
newly Pakistani state, but they also rejected. Baiyan Gichki, who at once was
rejecting the idea of accession but, due to threat and indication of forceful
occupation, forced to join the lines of those who left no stone unturned for
the disintegration of Balochistan. In all of this aggression, British officers
were involved and they helped Pakistani state in occupation of Balochistan.

Additionally, ten days later, on 27 March 1948, All India Radio by mistake
cast a radio message that Kalat State want to accede India. But in actual
sense, nothing like this was happening. In reality, this mistake was enough
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to destroy the independency of a state like Kalat. Pakistani state conspired
this act. Soon after, Nehru, the PM of India, declared it a mistake by All India
Radio. But by this time, it was very late and it moved heaven and earth. How-
ever, Balochistan tried to contact with British and neighboring countries,
making them aware on Pakistan’s aggression and demanded support but no
help was carried out by those countries.

Pakistan forced Kalat State at the barrel of gun to accede into Pakistan as
soon as possible. The Baloch Parliament rejected, but they had no any mil-
itary power, neither any help from any concerned countries. Finally, on 27
March 1948, a forceful occupation by the Pakistani state was done. On 1 April
1948, the Pakistani military took control of Kalat. This is how the dominan-
cy and the independence of Kalat after 228 days was forcefully taken, and a
series of bloodshed and struggle for a newly won freedom began.

This how Balochistan’s independence was once again lost. A nation was
deprived from the freedom, dignity and justice. An unnatural and immor-
al formed state, Pakistan forcefully occupied an independent state, Baloch-
istan. A dream just vanished because of barbaric behavior of colonial state
Pakistan.

But the Baloch never surrendered neither bowed to the occupation, instead
this nation is struggling for the restoration of its independence through a
committed and ideologically organized national struggle.
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11 August 1947: The Independence of Balochistan

Saganr Publications

Introduction

The Baloch state came into existence during the era of Noori Naseer Khan
(one of the greatest leader of Balochistan) the state went through different
stages and phases, up and down, while maintaining its position and sover-
eignty until the time when British came into subcontinent and started its in-
fluence in the region. British controlled Balochistan through different trea-
ties and agreement until 1947. During the 1st and 2nd world war colonial
position of British became weak and it was forced to leave its colonies and
eventually left, but it had other plans for its colonies, when they were leav-
ing. World wars were not the only reasons for British to leave its colonies but
the struggle for the national liberation in the colonies were in such position
that British was no longer in a position to hold control of its colonies. So was
the case of Balochistan, Baloch were well aware about the heritage of resis-
tance and resisted against the colonial British and compelled the British to
reach an agreement that when British left the region, it would recognize the
position of Balochistan as a separate state (not a princely state). So when the
British left the region, Balochistan regained its lost sovereignty and declared
itself as an independent state. The declaration was published in radio India
and the New York Times.

The sovereignty of Baloch state was regained in shape of Kalat state whose
leader was Mir Ahmad Yar Khan and the main stream political party was
Kalat State National Party with leaders like Mir Gull Khan Naseer and Mir
Goush Bux Bezanjo (who first rejected the annexation of Balochistan with
Pakistan). Kalat state had a hybrid political setup i.e. the mixture of heredity
Khanate with representative institution, there was a proper and developing
political system where the will of the state was expressed. Parliament of
Kalat state was bicameral which means that it was divided into two houses
Dar-ul-Awam (house of people/common) and Dar-ul-Umara (house of lords/
chief). State of Kalat existed in a federal form which is the transformation
and continuation of the state which was founded by Noori Naseer Khan 1.
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The central government was in Kalat which exercised the absolute sover-
eignty over all units of its federation.

The political system of Kalat state was compromised of a heredity ruler i.e.
Khanate of Kalat and a state government i.e. parliament and major demo-
cratic governing party was Kalat State National Party and there were 4 units
in the Kalat state with limited constitutional authority.

Khan of Kalat

His position was traditional heredity that means the future ruler of the state
can only be a blood relative of ruler of the state, there was no democratic
setup through which the ruler of the state was elected, it continued the he-
redity tradition.

Parliament of the Kalat

The parliament of the Kalat was bicameral which means that there were two
houses

1. Dar-ul-Umra
2. Dar-ul-Awam

1. Dar-ul-Umra also known as the upper house or house of the lords which
consist of tribal chiefs/sardars, aristocratic families, important chefs and
traditional political authority was exercised

2. Dar-ul-Awam also known as house of common/representative which dem-
ocratically represented the population of Kalat state and had total of 55 seat
divided among the different units of Kalat state.

Units of Kalat state

Kalat state compromised of 4 units:
1. Kalat

2. Makuran

3. Kharan

4. Lasbela

These units were under the sovereignty of Kalat state where delegated pow-
er was vested to them, they were not independent state could not unilateral-
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ly decide the fate of their own without the consent of the Kalat state

Political party

Major democratic governing political party of the state government was Ka-
lat State National Party which was formed and organized during the British
occupation of Balochistan, it started its struggle for independent Balochistan
against the British and eventually Balochistan gained its independent status
in shape of Kalat state.

The Kalat State National Party play a major role in maintaining the indepen-
dence of Balochistan and rejecting the annexation into Pakistan. Nationalis-
tic political figure like Gul Khan Naseer was one of the leaders of the KSNP
who advocated for maintaining the independence and rejected the merger of
Balochistan with Pakistan. After forceful occupation of Balochistan by Paki-
stan, the KSNP continued its historical struggle to restore the independent
status of Balochistan.

As already discussed above that when British was leaving this region it had
plans for this region, one of the main purpose of those plans were to main-
tain its presence even though it cannot be physically present and the result
of her plan was creation of Pakistan so that it could serve the interest of the
west. When Pakistan was created it could not maintain its position without
any external support so they conspired to forcibly occupy Balochistan even
though Pakistan legally recognized the independent status of Balochistan.
The ruler of Pakistan at that time was Mohammed Ali Jinnah who was also
legal advisor to Khan of Kalat Mir Ahmad Yar khan. Jinnah conspired against
Khan of Kalat and advised him to merge with Pakistan on the basis of Muslim
brotherhood. Khan told Jinnah that he himself does not have the authority to
take this decision he need to consult it with parliament.

Khan of Kalat bounded by the constitution of state took this advice to the
parliament of the government where the both houses Dar-ul-Umra and Dar-
ul-Awam rejected the idea of merger of Balochistan with Pakistan. The re-
jection of the merger of Balochistan with Pakistan is evident from the his-
toric speech of Mir Goush Bux Bezanjo in the parliament, if his word are
to be concised, than he said that Baloch has its own culture own language
and own national identity from which they are proud and if the argument
is that on basis of Muslim brotherhood Balochistan and Pakistan should be
merged than why not merge Pakistan with other Muslim countries like Iran
and Arab countries and the parliament represented the population of Baloch-
istan when parliament rejected the idea of merger its represented the will of
people of the Balochistan.
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When the idea was rejected by Baloch for merger than Pakistan had military
privilege and a dominant military advantage against Balochistan. Pakistan
started to apply pressure on Khan of Kalat to sign the annexation deal and
started its military campaign in Balochistan starting from Makuran. The
leader of Makuran (who were Gichki) and Lasbela (who were Jam) were
forced to sign a deal with Pakistan to annex their respective units with Paki-
stan and in return they would receive reward from Pakistan but as discussed
above, A leader of unit does not have the legal and constitutional authority
to decide fate of their units.

Pakistan increased its military presence and forcibly signed the deal at gun
point from Khan of Kalat and on 27 march 1948 Balochistan was once again
occupied.

Conclusion

The claim of Baloch for their independent homeland is natural, historical,
and legal and fits in international law. When the modern state emerged,
Baloch homeland existed in the world map at 16th century at the time of its
great leader Noori Naseer khan 1. The Baloch state went through different
phases in history with ups and down and the people of this homeland always
stood like a mountain when they saw a threat to their homeland. After the
occupation of British when Balochistan regained independence on 11 august
1947 it established a modern state with a defined sovereignty and a distinct
political setup and modern political party but Pakistan occupied the inde-
pendent Balochistan on 27 march 1948 forcibly.
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11 August: The Day of Remembrance of Our Lost Independence

Brahnaz Baloch

11 August is a profoundly significant day for Baloch. It is recognized as a day
associated with the independence of Balochistan and its subsequent loss.
For those who observe it, this day is not an ordinary date. It is a day to re-
member history, honor the people of the past, and reflect on the meaning of
freedom, identity, dignity, and homeland.

The history of Balochistan is old and rich. Baloch people have lived on this
land for generations and have preserved their own language, culture, tradi-
tions, values, and social identity. Their connection with their homeland is
very deep. Mountains, deserts, rivers, villages, and the sea are not merely
parts of the land; they are connected with the memories and history of the
people.

The historical significance of 11 August lies in the events of 1947. Before the
creation of Pakistan, the Khanate of Kalat had a distinct political position.
On 11 August 1947, Kalat declared its independence. This event became an
important part of Baloch history and is remembered by Baloch nation as a
symbol of their independence.

The declaration created a moment of hope for people who believed that their
homeland would have the opportunity to decide its own future. Indepen-
dence was connected with the ideas of dignity, self-determination, and the
right of a people to protect their identity. For Baloch people today, remem-
bering 11 August means remembering that historical moment and the hopes
connected with it.

However, the situation changed soon afterwards. The newly formed Paki-
stani state with the help of colonial powers invaded Balochistan and force-
fully occupied it. On 27 March 1948, the Khan of Kalat announced the fallen
of Kalat state. This ended the short period associated with Kalat’s indepen-
dence. Because of these events, 11 August became a date that Baloch people
remember with sadness as well as pride.

The independence was lost after 8 months, a day full of emotional senti-
ments. A feeling that something important from the past was taken away or
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could not continue, thrills more than death. It reminds people of a historical
moment that they believe should not be forgotten. For them, remembering
this loss is a way of keeping their history alive.

11 August is a day to remember the generations that came before us. Every
nation has people who experience difficult times and leave behind stories
for future generations. Their experiences become part of the history of their
people. Remembering them does not mean living only in the past. Instead, it
means understanding where we came from and how our history shaped our
present. A day of remembrance of those who saw the independence by their
eyes but then experienced the most heartbreaking fall.

This day also reminds us that independence is not simply a political word.
Freedom is connected with identity, culture, language, and dignity. People
want to be able to protect their traditions and pass their cultural values to
their children. They want their history to be remembered and their voice to
be respected. For this reason, the meaning of independence can be deeply
personal as well as political. It means living freely on own land and respect-
ing the humanity around the world.

Balochistan has a unique culture that has survived through generations. Ba-
lochi and Brahui languages, traditional poetry, music, dressing, customs,
hospitality, and oral history are important parts of our cultural identity. Re-
membering 11 August can also encourage people to protect these traditions.
A nation’s identity becomes stronger when its people know and value their
own culture.

For students and young people, 11 August should be a day of learning. Young
generations should know the history of their homeland instead of allow-
ing important events to disappear from memory. We should read historical
books, listen to elders, study different historical viewpoints, and ask ques-
tions about the past. These Knowledge help us to understand our identity,
past mistakes and make rightful decisions about the future.

The emotional importance of this day can be seen in the way people remem-
ber their homeland. For someone living far from Balochistan, the memories
of home can become even stronger. The mountains, deserts, villages, lan-
guage, songs, and traditions can create a powerful feeling of belonging. 11
August can therefore become a moment when people think about their roots
and their connection with their homeland.

The day also carries a message about the responsibility of the present gener-
ation. Remembering history is not enough. People must also preserve their
culture, educate themselves, respect one another, and work for a peaceful
and independent future. A strong nation is built by people who understand
their history and struggle to preserve its ancient culture, values and free-
dom.

There is also an important lesson in remembering lost independence: free-
dom should never be taken for granted. History shows that this world is cru-
el, every state tries to subdue others, so we must understand the true face
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of the world and struggle for protecting our national sovereignty. The rights
and identity of nations can be affected by major political shifts. Therefore,
educating people on our national state, awareness, unity, and continuous
struggle are important for every generation to be an independent nation.

For Baloch people, 11 August is a day of both sorrow and pride. There is sor-
row because it reminds us of a lost historical moment. There is pride because
it reminds us of our homeland, culture, and long history. These two feelings
can exist together. A person can feel pain about the past while still having
hope for the future and freedom.

11 August also reminds us that a homeland is more than its borders. A home-
land lives in the hearts and memories of its people. It exists in their language,
poetry, traditions, stories, and connection to the land. Even when political
circumstances change, cultural memory can remain alive for generations.

As the years pass, the importance of remembering history becomes even
greater. New generations are born who did not experience the events of 1947.
They can only understand them through education, family stories, historical
records, and cultural memory. It is therefore the responsibility of each gen-
eration to preserve historical knowledge and pass it responsibly to the next.

In last, 11 August is remembered by Baloch nation as the day connected with
the independence of Balochistan and the remembrance of its subsequent loss.
It is a day of history, identity, dignity, and reflection. It reminds us of the
importance of our homeland and the historical experiences of our ancestors.

We cannot change the events of the past, but we can remember and learn
from them. We can protect our language and culture. We can educate our
children about our history. And we can struggle for a future based on peace,
dignity, justice, and respect.

11 August is more than a date. It is a memory of a homeland, a reminder of a
lost chapter of history, and a symbol of the importance of remembering who
we are, where we come from and what must we do. The national struggle
for restoration of our independence continues and Baloch nation struggle
in many fronts to see the Dawn of Freedom. As history proves, any nation
ready to sacrifice their soul and bodies to their national cause can never be
defeated. The world history is full of about the brave and committed nations
who never gave up against the colonial power, and at last wrote the history
of their freedom in world. The Baloch nation will prove the world about their
struggle and will regain their independence at any cost.
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Baloch Nationalism and Resistance against Occupation

Saganr Publications

Bramsh Baloch

gin and Development, organized Baloch political activity started emerging
around the 11th century, mainly in Makuran. Before this, the Baloch did not
have a centralized state; rather, they were grouped into tribes or communi-
ties, but had authorities over their region.

The Baloch got the opportunity to organize themselves when the centralized
governments became weak enough. They gained the authority to organize
their power and broaden their influence across the region.

On 11 August 1947, the Khan of Kalat announced the independence of Baloch-
istan. Unfortunately, this independent state was not destined to continue.
Pakistan forcibly occupied the land of the Baloch through the forced occu-
pation of the Kalat State. This act, which was unacceptable to the Baloch,
evolved into a resistance struggle to remove the occupying power from their
land and restore the State. The resistance has persisted until the present day.

Mir Jalal Han and the First Baloch Confederacy

Mir Jalal Han, who is known as the founding father of the Baloch Nation, was
an important leader in traditional Baloch history. He was associated with the
emergence of the first Baloch confederacy.

Mir Jalal Han’s idea was to politically unite the various Baloch tribes under
common leadership with military cooperation. This confederacy was estab-
lished in Makuran.

After the death of Mir Jalal Han, his kingdom was divided into five military
divisions: Rind, Lashari, Korai, and Hout were affiliated with his sons, while
Jato Bibi was affiliated with his daughter. These groups later became import-
ant figures in Baloch political history.

During the 13th century, the Baloch faced many attacks from the Mongols. As
aresult, the Baloch political structure was weakened. The economy suffered,
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causing political instability. Despite these difficulties, Baloch communities
survived and maintained their political unity. An important historical idea
is that “external threats can encourage internal unity.” Baloch resistance
against several powers contributed to unity among Baloch tribes and com-
munities.

Rind-Lashari Confederacy

In the 15th century, under the leadership of Mir Chakar Rind, the Rind-
Lashari Confederacy developed. This confederacy brought the Baloch tribes
together under one political and military structure.

Mir Chakar Rind was born in the Kolwa region of Makran in the middle of
the 15th century. He united different Baloch tribes and created a powerful
Baloch political organization.

By 1487, Mir Chakar Rind’s rule had expanded across Kharan, Kalat, and
Lasbela. By the 16th century, it had expanded further across Makran, Kalat,
Kachhi, and Sibi.

Mir Chakar Rind is important in Baloch history because he brought political
unity, established a military organization, and promoted a common identity.
Historically, Mir Chakar Rind is known as a “Symbol of Unity and Strength.”

Moreover, the Rind-Lashari Confederacy did not last for a long time. It ended
in 1512 due to internal conflict between the tribes, especially between the
Rind and Lashari. It was one of the major civil wars in Baloch history. This
weakened political unity.This caused the division of many political units,
and Balochistan became politically divided.

Khanate of Kalat

In the middle of the 17th century, the Khanate of Kalat became a political
state in Balochistan. The purpose of the Khanate was to unite different Ba-
loch regions under a single central political organization. Through a tradi-
tional constitution called Rawaj or Dastur, the Baloch were united by a com-
mon identity under a political organization.

In 1666, Mir Ahmad I became the Khan after being selected by the Jirga. The
Khan was the central authority, and every tribe and community was con-
nected to this political system.

The Khanate even faced many hardships from neighbouring empires, includ-
ing the Mughal Empire, Persian powers, and Afghan powers. The Khanate
was important in protecting Baloch identity and independence.

From 1749 to 1795, one of the most important Khans came into power. The
most important achievement of Mir Nasir Khan I was the consolidation of
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Baloch territories under the authority of Kalat. His struggle was to bring the
Baloch tribes under a single political system. His system was based on cen-
tral authority and the traditional tribal structure.

His major achievements included political unity, military organization, ad-
ministration, diplomacy, and territorial authority. Nasir Khan I made the
Khanate of Kalat economically stable and diplomatically recognized, strength-
ened the government, unified the people, and maintained regional alliances.

In 1795, his death weakened the central authority. Leadership declined, in-
ternal conflicts increased, and the state became unstable. In 1839, the state
faced British military aggression.

British Expansion in Balochistan

During the early 19th century, particularly from 1809-1810, the British kept
an eye on Balochistan. The British wanted to maintain their colonial power
and entered Balochistan. The Baloch did not accept this and resisted British
expansion.

In 1839, the Khan of Kalat, Mehrab Khan, resisted the British. This resis-
tance resulted in the death of Mehrab Khan on 13 November 1839. After his
death, internal conflicts increased among the people. These internal con-
flicts helped the British enter and control the Baloch land more easily.

The British controlled Balochistan through different strategies. They intro-
duced various treaties and divided the Baloch land through a policy of “Di-
vide and Rule.” A treaty in 1876 established a relationship between the Brit-
ish government and the Kalat State while recognizing Kalat’s distinct status.

Apart from this, the British divided the land of Balochistan:
e One part was given to Iran.
e A small part was given to Afghanistan.

¢ British Balochistan was formed in 1879 and included Pashtun districts,
with Quetta as its capital.

e The Kalat State was also divided into Kalat, Kharan, and Lasbela.

During 1935, under the Government of India Act, the British government
tried to incorporate Kalat into the Indian federation. However, the Khan of
Kalat rejected this, arguing that the 1876 Treaty declared Kalat an indepen-
dent state and that it was not a part of British India.

On 11 August 1947, an agreement was documented in New Delhi between
Lord Mountbatten, the Khan of Kalat, Mir Ahmad Yar Khan, and Muhammad
Ali Jinnah, representing Pakistan.

The five points were declared as follows:
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1. The Government of Pakistan recognized Kalat as an independent sovereign
state in treaty relations with the British Government, with a status different
from that of India.

2. A legal opinion would be sought as to whether or not the agreement con-
cerning the lease between the British Government and Kalat would be inher-
ited by the Government of Pakistan.

3. When this opinion had been received, further meetings would take place
between representatives of Pakistan and the Khan of Kalat in Karachi.

4. Meanwhile, a Standstill Agreement had been made between Pakistan and
Kalat.

5. Discussions would take place between Pakistan and Kalat in Karachi at an
early date, with a view to reaching decisions on defence, external affairs,
and communications.

Independence and Collapse in 1947-48

During 1947, one of the major concerns was Balochistan. The Khan of Kalat
considered Balochistan an independent state, neither a part of Pakistan nor
India. In 1947, the status of Kalat became the main political struggle.

When the British withdrew, Kalat was asked to select either India or Paki-
stan. However, the Khan rejected both options and considered Balochistan
an independent state with friendly relations with its neighbouring countries.

In August 1947, negotiations between Kalat and Pakistan resulted in the an-
nouncement on 11 August 1947 that Balochistan would be an independent
state with friendly relations with Pakistan. This was associated with the
Standstill Agreement.

A meeting between Lord Mountbatten, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, and the Khan
of Kalat took place on 4 August 1947, where an agreement was reached that
Balochistan would be an independent state on 11 August 1947.

On 15 August 1947, the Khan of Kalat announced the independent state of Ba-
lochistan to his people and raised the flag of Balochistan. The flag consisted
of red and blue colours with a moon and star, which represented peace, uni-
ty, struggle, and the principles of Islam. He also declared himself a servant
of the Baloch nation and Islam.

On the other hand, the Kalat State established its own two-chamber assem-
bly: the Dewan-e-Aam and Dewan-e-Khas. Dewan-e-Aam consisted of rep-
resentatives of the general population. It consisted of 52 seats representing
Sarawan, Jhalawan, Makran, and Lasbela.

Dewan-e-Khas consisted of upper-class people, the Sardars, or tribal elites.
Both houses debated laws, powers, and the annual state budget. Elections
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were held in 1947, which were the first general elections of Balochistan,
where the Kalat State National Party won the election by securing 39 out of
51 seats.

The Khan of Kalat wanted to have friendly relations with Pakistan, but un-
fortunately, Jinnah desired the annexation of the Kalat State to Pakistan as
soon as possible. He pressured the Khan of Kalat for accession, while the
Khan denied and consulted with his assembly and the public.

The Foreign Minister of Kalat, Mr. Fell, did not agree and argued that Kalat
was historically a separate state with its own identity, culture, history, and
land. Kalat also demanded its territories of Kharan and Lasbela, but Mr. Jin-
nah refused and asked Kalat for accession.

The annexation of Kalat was not accepted by many members of the parlia-
ment, who opposed it. Mir Ghous Baksh Bizenjo, a member of Dewan-e-Aam,
opposed the accession and argued that they could not merge their national
identity into Pakistan. Rather, he stated that they could accept friendly rela-
tions with Pakistan because both were Muslim countries.

Another member, Maulana Mohammad Omar Deobandi, also rejected com-
plete accession and called for a fair relationship. Malik Faiz Mohammad
Khan Yosufzai and Mirza Khuda Baksh argued that the Baloch had supported
the creation of Pakistan, so it would be unfair for Pakistan to pressure Kalat
for accession.

The final decision of Dewan-e-Aam was to reject accession to Pakistan and
accept friendly relations with the neighbouring country. This decision was
announced on 14 December 1947. On 4 January 1948, Dewan-e-Khas also
disagreed with accession and supported the independence of the Kalat State.

The rejection of accession was not acceptable to Pakistan, and it pressured
the Khanate. On 17 March 1948, Pakistan occupied regions of Balochistan,
including Kharan, Lasbela, and Makuran. The forced occupation brought the
autonomy of Kalat to an end.

On 28 March 1948, the Khan was forced at gun point to sign the Instrument
of Accession without the consent of the Assembly. On 15 April 1948, Pakistan
took full control of the Baloch parliament and administration. Once again,
Balochistan was occupied and colonized by Pakistan.

Resistance Movement (1948)

The forced occupation of Balochistan was not accepted by the Baloch popula-
tion, and a rebellion began. On 16 May 1948, Prince Abdul Karim, the brother
of the Khan, started a national liberation movement and made his way to-
wards the mountains.

He addressed a letter to the Khan on 28 June 1948 regarding the act he had
committed, which was never accepted by the Baloch. He warned the Khan
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against trusting the Government of Pakistan.

Prince Karim resisted against what he considered an unlawful action, and
he was supported by many political leaders and political parties, including:

e Mohammad Hussain Anqa, Secretary of the Baloch League
e Malik Saeed Dehwar, Secretary of the Kalat State National Party

e Kadir Baksh Nizamani, member of the Baloch League and Communist
Party

e M6lvi Mohammad Afzal, member of Jamiat-ul-Ulama-e-Balochistan

They supported the resistance movement, participated through nationalistic
campaigns, and created two fronts.

The National Cultural Front, where Baloch culture, history, and language
were propagated to inspire resistance.

The Religious Front, where religion was used to challenge the occupying
authority.

Baloch resistance against the oppressor continues to this day. The Baloch
have resisted external authorities in every decade and during every phase of
their history. The struggle for a free Balochistan continues today, and it will
continue until freedom.

References:
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